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You  are  invited  to  submit  prints 

for  an 

Exhibition  of  Photographs  of  Greece 

(landscape,  figures,  monuments,  sculpture) 

to  be  held  at 

The  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art 

New  York  City 

/  in  cooperation  with  the 

Greek  War  Relief  Association 

November  1943 


The  photographs  should  be  mounted:  the  minimum  size  accept- 
able when  matted  10"  x  12".  They  should  be  mailed  at  the 
sender's  expense  early  enough  to  reach  the  Museum  not  later 
than  October  1,  1943.  Please  notify  the  Greek  War  Relief  Asso- 
ciation, at  730  Fifth  Avenue,  of  the  shipment. 

A  joint  jury  from  the  Museum  and  the  Greek  War  Relief  Asso- 
ciation will  select  a  hundred  and  fifty  photographs  from  those 
received. 

For  Entry  Form  see  next  page. 

Entries  will  be  returned,  charges  prepaid,  after  the  expiration  of 
the  exhibition. 

All  possible  care  of  the  photographs  will  be  taken,  but  no  re- 
sponsibility is  accepted  for  loss  or  damage  in  transit  or  at  the 
Museum. 

Please  notify  us  if  you  would  allow  your  photographs  to  be  sent 
later  with  this  exhibit  to  other  cities. 

In  case  of  requests  to  purchase  copies  of  your  photographs,  kind- 
ly advise  ii  they  ccuid  be  ordered  and  at  what  price. 

May  we  have  your  permission  to  reproduce  any  of  the  prints 
submitted?  We  contemplate  having  an  illustrated  catalogue  to 
be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  Greek  War  Relief  Association. 
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GREEK  WAR  RELIEF  ASSOCIATION 
730  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  City 

CLOTHING  REPORTS  FROM  GREECE 


A  recent  confidential  report  from  Greece  makes 
the  following  statements: 

"Clothes  are  almost  unobtainable;  the  people  in 
general  are  in  rags... No  matter  what  the  Germans 
may  do  from  now  on  you  can  be  sure  that  the  entire 
Greek  people  will  have  to  be  clothed." 

This  report  --  written  as  late  as  June  18th  -- 
only  confirms  previous  reports.  For  a  year  all  information 
from  Greece  has  emphasized  the  need  for  clothing  and  shoes. 
The  factual  statements  quoted  here  speak  eloquently  of  the 
seriousness  of  the  situation. 

Letter  of  May,  1942 

"During  this  terrible  winter  we  have  had  to  bury 
our  loved  ones  without  clothes,  sometimes  with  only  a 
sheet.  Almost  everyone  is  In  rags,  and  for  the  sake  of 
the  children  we  had  to  save  the  clothing  to  protect  them 
from  the  bitter  cold." 


Report  from  Athens,  February  10,  1943 

"The  investigation  of  canteens  revealed  that  tens 
of  thousands  of  children  had  neither  shoes  nor  coats,  and 
were  obliged  to  walk  long  distances  through  rain  and  cold 
to  reach  the  canteens,  only  to  stand  there  waiting  for  a 
scanty  meal  which  had  to  be  consumed  in  unheated  quarters. 
It  is  scarcely  possible  to  reproduce  in  detail  the  statis- 
tics which  were  gathered,  and  it  will  suffice  to  quote 
some  figures: 


Canteen 

E 
A 
0 
V 


No.  of  Children 

386 
770 
415 
546 


Without  Shoes  Without  Coats 


120 

650 
350 
250 


120 

650 

350 

250 
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GREEK  WAR  RELIEF  ASSOCIATION  PROGRAM    COLUMBIA  BROADCASTING  SYSTEM 
SATURDAY,  AUGUST  29,  19^2  STATION  WJSV,  WASHINGTON,  D.C. 

10:15  TO  10:30  PM  ETW 


AJNOUNCER:  As  a  public  service  feature  Columbia  Network  now 
presents  a  program  sponsored  by  the  Greek  War  Relief  Associa- 
tion. 

First  to  present  the  Honorable  Lincoln  MacVeagh,  the  United 
States  Minister  to  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  and  our  Minister 
to  Greece  from  1933  until  after  the  German  occupation  in  1941. 
Mr.  MacVeagh  will  tell  you  about  Greece  and  the'  Greek  people 
as  he  knows  them. 

HONORABLE  LINCOLN  MACVEAGH 

Good  evening  --  I  have  been  asked  to  talk  to  you  tonight 
about  Greece,  where  I  have  lived  so  long  and  whose  people  I 
know  so  well.  The  observations  of  many  years  can  hardly  be 
compressed  into  a  speech  of  a  few  minutes,  but  I  can  at  least 
suggest  to  you  what  Greece  is  like  and  what  kind  of  people 
the  Greeks  really  are,  who  startled  and  gained  the  admiration 
of  the  world  by  handing  Mussolini  his  first  defeats  and  dar- 
ing to  face  Hitler  at  the  same  time. 

Greece  is  a  mountainous  country,  with  the  longest  coast-line 
in  Europe.  Her  landscape  is  Indescribably  beautiful,  parti- 
cularly in  its  color,  which  drives  artists  to  despair.  But 
her  soil  is  rocky  and  barren.   Only  about  one-fifth  of  her 
total  area  is  fit  for  cultivation.  Her  principal  crops  are 
agricultural  luxuries,  -  olives,  tobacco,  and  currants,  most 
of  which  she  exports,  in  normal  times,  to  pay  for  the  wheat 
and  other  vital  necessities  which  she  must  purchase  abroad. 
At  no  time  has  she  been  able  to  feed  her  population  of  rough- 
ly eight  million  with  what  she  herself  produces,  and  now 
under  the  occupation  of  the  Axis  she  is  starving.   Long  be- 
fore winter  set  in  last  year,  the  German  army  had  eaten  up 
all  her  reserves  of  grain  and  flour,  and  now  her  summer  fruits 
and  vegetables  are  being  flown  in  German  planes  to  Rommel's 
troops  in  Libya. 

The  configuration  and  poverty  of  this  remarkable  and  famous 
land  have  for  thousands  of  years  given  a  special  stamp  to 
the  character  of  the  people  and  influenced  the  course  of 
their  national  life.   To  a  much  greater  extent  than  any  of 
their  neighbors,  the  Greeks  have  in  all  ages  gone  down  to 
the  sea  in  ships.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  though  Greece 
ranked  only  about  twenty -seventh  among  the  nations  in  size 

i j.  —  „, t  „. .  a*-^^A    c,q  Vi i  o-h  as  ninth . 
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GREEK  SHIPS  SAIL 
ALLIED  POETS   - 
MERCY  FOOD  SHIPS 
FEED  GREECE 


♦REPORTS     ON     GREECE 


The  great  and  little  ships  of  Greece. .  .cross-sea  schooners,  *>£     o 
linking  Greece  with  her  islands  and  the  Near  East... big 
freighters  from  the  yards  of  Greek  shipbuilders,  carrying 
their  blue  and  white  flag  into  nearly  every  food  port  of  the 
globe. . .fighting  ships  of  the  Greek  navy,  pride  of  a  sea-loving, 
sea-knowing  nation... are  scattered  far  and  wide  today  in 
service  of  the  Allies. 

Twenty-five  Greek  naval  units  have  taken  brilliant  part  in 
Mediterranean  engagements.   Greek  ships  are  in  the  Atlantic, 
the  Indian  Ocean  and  the  Red  Sea.  A  Greek  sub  recently  sank 
a  supply  transport  destined  for  Rommel,  bearing  off  its  en- 
tire crew  triumphantly.  Greek  ships  have  accounted  for  un- 
numbered Axis  submarines.   Craft  from  the  island  of  Anti- 
kythera  have  managed  t  )  harass  Axis  military  movements  be- 
tween Crete  and  the  Greek  mainland. 

So  impressive  is  the  Greek  naval  record  that  Britain  has 
delivered  a  number  of  newly  built  units  to  Greece's  fleet. 

Every  Greek  freighter .. .there  are  a  hundred  of  them  left... 
is  carrying  vital  supplies  to  allied  ports.  But  into  the 
home  ports  of  starved  and  Axis-occupied  Greece,  no  Greek 
vessel  may  enter.   ONLY  EIGHT  FREIGHTERS,  FIRST  PLACED  IN 
SERVICE  BY  THE  GREEK  WAR  RELIEF  ASSOCIATION  LAST  AUGUST, 
CAN  CROSS  THE  WAR  BARRIERS  TO  BRING  A  NATION'S  FOOD.   The 
mercy  ships  provide  subsistence  rations  for  three  million 
Greeks. 


GREEK  RECIPE 
FOR  SABOTAGE 


Sabotage  is  the  major  industry  for  Greece  today  -  an  industry 
unguided  by  any  central  executive,  uncontrolled  by  any  law. 
Yet  it  has  found  leadership.   A  circular  of  unknown  origin, 
found  in  the  possession  of  saboteurs  reads: 

"GET  AWAY  FROM  SABOTAGE  WHICH  WILL  CAUSE 
THE  LIVES  OF  THE  GREEK  PEOPLE.   TRY 
SABOTAGING  PORT  INDUSTRIES,  RAILWAY  TRACKS 
AND  TELEGRAM  COMMUNICATIONS.  RUIN  TRAINS. 
TEE  INTERRUPTION  OF  COMMUNICATION  STOPS  THE 
STRENGTH  OF  THE  ENEMY.   TRAVEL  -AS  LITTLE  AS 
POSSIBLE.   TRUST  NO  ONE.   DD  YOUR  DUTY,  IF 


.Grt&t 


# 
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THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  GREEKS 
AS  REVEALED  IH  TRUE  ANECDOTES 

Following  are  a  number  of  stories  that  have  "been  told 
by  various  people  who  were  in  Greece  during  and  immediately 
following  the  invasion  and  occupation  by  the  Nazi  forces. 
They  show  why,  although  the  Greeks  are  now  experiencing  a 
famine  so  terrible  that  the  population  is  threatened  with 
total  extinction,  their  resistance  is  unquenchod .  Greece 
fights  on.  Many  of  her  soldiers  have  escaped  to  fight  on 
other  fronts,  and  those  remaining  in  Greece  are  fighting 
too,  if  only  through  passive  resistance. 

lajrd  Archer,  Director  of  the  Wear  East  Foundation  in 
Greece,  who  was  in  Greece  at  the  time  of  its  occupancy  has 

said 
/ 

"There  had  been  a  British  air  raid  on  the  German  occu- 
pied air  bases  around  Athens  on  the  night  before*  vu  left 
Greece,  taking  inevitably  some  innocent  Greek  lives  from 
homes  nearby  the  air-fields.  But  on  the  following  morning 
we  saw  freshly  chalked  on  pavements  and  houaewalls  every-  ^ 
where,  contrary  to  German  official  warning.   "...  V!  R.A.F. 
(Victory!  Royal  Air  Force.)  Mourning  for  the  dead  was  brave- 
ly cut  shorthand  tears  were  dried  as  they  cheered  the  British 
and  called  for  more  and  more." 

Speaking  of  resistance  in  Crete,  Mr,  Archer  said 

"Nazi  reprisals  for  civilian  slaying  of  parachutists 
come  to  a  sudden  suspension  when  a  band  led  by  a  former 
Greek  officer  emerged  from  the  mountain  fastness  one  night 
and  carried  away  an  entire  Nazi  court  martial.  When  seven- 
teen Cretan  women,  still  wearing  their  bandoleers,  were 
brought  back  to  Athens  to  exhibit  before  the  Nazi  high  com- 
mand, they  were  told  with  haughty  German  superiority  that 
they  would  be  honored  by  dor  Fuehrer  as  soldier  prisoners 
of  war  Instead  of  being  shot  as  civilians  aiding  the  enemy. 
Their  leader,  the  wife  of  a  former  member  of  Parliament, 
replied  "Hitler  cannot  honor  the  women  of  Crete  1'  She  died 
of  her  wounds  later  In  the  prison  hospital  in  Ambelokepi. 

Mr.  Archer  has  also  told  of  "Maria  Mesaolora,  super- 
intendent of  the  war  nurses  of  Greece,  who  endured  arrest 
and  imprisonment  rather  than  respond  with  her  nurses  to  the 
German  demand  that  they  "volunteer"  to  serve  in  the  German 
hospitals.  She  and  her  nurses  informed  the  German  medical 
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KINDERGARTEN,  SCHOOL  AND  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  STORY. .ABOUT  GREEK  RELIEF 

0  \0 


This  is  a  true  story. 

Across  the  Atlantic  Ocean  in  the  south  part  of  Europe, 
there  is  a  little  country  called  GREECE.   The  people  who  live 
there  are  called  Greeks. 

There  are  many  high  mountains  and  it  is  fun  to  climb  the 
mountains,  but  the  farmers  cannot  grow  vegetables  and  fruit 
on  the  rocky  mountain-sides.  The  cows  and  goats  have  not 
much  grass  to  eat  so  they  can  only  give  a  little  milk. 

When  the  harvest  is  ready  in  the  fall,  there  is  never 
enough  food  for  the  children  and  their  mothers  and  fathers. 
So  the  Greek  sailors  used  to  go  out  in  their  ships  all  over 
the  world,  to  bring  back  food  for  the  children  in  Greece. 

To  America  they  would  bring  olive  oil,  currants,  rugs, 
beautiful  embroidered  handkerchiefs,  silver  bracelets  and 
marble  stone  to  make  statues.   Then  the  ships  would  bring 
back  wheat  to  make  bread  and  other  food  they  could  not  grow 
in  Greece. 

The  little  Greek  boats  that  were  not  strong  enough  to 
cross  the  ocean  to  got  food  went  out  with  fishermen  to  catch 
fish  along  the  shores  of  Greece  and  each  little  island  around 
Greece  had  its  own  fishing  boats . 


--~    /r.  President's  War 

°*L^: -"<!'  Belie/  Control  Board  No.  390. 
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A  LETTER  FROM  ISSARI  .  ^Z  ^^ 

A  dramatic  description  of  the  distribution  of  food  from 

America  to  villagers  in  Greece  is  contained  in  a  letter  addressed 

to  the  International  Red  Cross  Committee  in  Athens,  made  public  by 

the  Greek  War  Relief  Association  at  730  5th  Avenue,  New  York  City. 

The  letter  describes  the  arrival  in  Issari,  a  village  of 

1500  inhabitants  high  in  the  mountains  of  Arcadia,  of  7500  pounds 

of  flour  and  3000  pounds  of  beans.  These  foodstuffs  originally 

reached  Greece  in  Greek  War  Relief  Association  shipments  and  were 

distributed  to  famine  victims  in  various  parts  of  Greece  under  the 

auspices  of  the  International  Red  Cross  Committee. 

The  letter  follows: 

Issari,  Greece 

The  miracle  has  happened.  The  food  sent  by  the  Red  Cross  and 
brought  by  your  representative  has  been  distributed  on  the  same 
day.  The  village,  which  was  at  its  last  gasp, is  saved  for  several 
days. 

For  three  weeks  now,  and  longer  than  that,  the  inhabitants 
have  been  anxiously  asking  themselves:   "Has  the  flour  arrived? 
The  replies  were:   "Yes"  or  "I  do  not  know".  Anguish  had  reached 
its  peak  and  has  spread  over  faces  both  livid  and  skeleton-like. 
Lastly,  we  hear  that  the  flour  and  the  beans  have  arrived  at 
Megalopolis.  At  once,  faces  light  up,  legs  stiffen  again.  A 
young  man  climbs  the  steeple  and  sounds  the  alert  for  all  to 
hear.  The  public  crier,  near-starved,  ragged  and  with  bare  feet 
makes  the  round  of  village  streets  and  shouts  loudly:   Tomorrow, 
Friday,  everyone  at  the  Church  of  Saint  Nicolas  for  the  distri- 
bution of  food  I" 

The  emotion  was  overcoming.  Women  crossed  themselves  and, 
tears  in  their  eyes,  offered  up  fervent  vows  for  those  venerated 
people  who  have  given  themselves  up  to  saving  millions  of  human 
beings  from  the  most  frightful  deaths.  At  last  the  day  of 
Resurrection  arrives.  A  wave  of  human  beings  rolls  toward  the 
Church.  Men,  women  and  children,  all  carrying  bags  and  baskets, 
converge  toward  the  point  for  distribution. 


President's  War 
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NATIONAL  BUDGET  COMMITTEE  AND  THE  GREEK  WAR  RELIEF  ASSOCIATION     ^  \  k. 
"This,  appeal  is  the  most  insistent  and  urgent  of  any  of  the  ap- 
peals presented  to  the  Committee."-  -  National  Budget  Committee. 

The  Greek  War  Relief  Association,  Inc,  has  stated  its 
needs  and  its  objectives  to  the  National  Budget  Committee  for 
War  Appeals  for  the  1942  Campaign.  It  has  pledged  its  complete 
cooperation  with  the  Committee's  decisions  and  recommendations. 
These  decisions  vere  summarized  in  the  Press  on  Wednesday,  August 
12th;  member  Chests  have  since  received  a  detailed,  confidential 
etatement  of  the  Committee's  findings. 

For  the  convenience  of  all  War  Chests,  United  Funds,  etc. 
vhich  contemplate  the  inclusion  of  Greek  War  Relief  Aes'n  aa 
participating  agency  in  their  Fall  drives,  ve  submit  the  fol- 
lowing summary  of  the  Committee's  recommendations  regarding  Greek 
War  Relief,  hoping  that  it  will  mutually  aid  ue  in  ef-tablishing  an 
agreeable  basis  of  cooperation. 

A.  Fiscal  Period  (of.-  Report,  pp3,  Ik) 

"The  situation  is  desperate."  Because  of  the  urgency  of 
the  appeal,  the  Committee  h<3S  recommended  that  the  national  quota 
of  Greek  Wer  Relief  cover  only  a  six-month  period.  Funds  contri- 
buted directly  by  the  public  in  Chest  areas  during  that  period  will 
therefore  be  deducted  from  local  quotas.   Every  attempt  will  be  made 
to  secure  Governmental  aid  for  part  of  the  program  for  the  second 
six  months;  as  soon  as  the  results  of  this  endeavor  materialize,  the 
Committee  will  make  further  recommendations  (Report  p. 13).  When 
these  recommendations  are  made,  plans  for  the  second  six -month a' 
period  will  be  mutually  formulated. 

B.  National  Quota:  $6,000,000  (for  first  six  months)  Report  p.l4. 
C-  State  Quotas:   In  order  to  determine  a  reasonable  breakdown 

of  the  National  Quota,  a  statistical  chart  (Schedule  I),  based  on  15 
economic  factors  (Schedule  II),  has  been  prepared  by  the  Community 
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ABOUT  THE  GREEK  WAR  RELIEF  ASSOCIATION: 


Invaded . . . occupied . . . sacked . . .starved .   So 
runs  Greek  history  for  1940-^3.   Of  Greek  children 
born  since  19^0,  fewer  than  one  in  twenty  are  now 
alive . 

Yet  the  Greek  spirit  is  undaunted .   Through 
her  army,  navy,  and  air  force  in  the  Near  and  Middle 
East,  and  guerrilla  warriors  at  home,  Greece  fights  on! 

Americans,  through  the  Greek  War  Relief 
Association,  are  helping  these  Greeks  In  their  desperate 
stand  against  famine.   Organized  November  8,  19^0,  the 
Association  raised  and  spent  over  four  million  dollars 
for  relief  in  Greece,  until  stopped  by  Axis  occupation. 

For  nearly  a  year,  the  Association,  warned 
by  the  International  Red  Cross  that  the  very  existence 
of  Greece  was  at  stake,  struggled  to  send  further  help 
through  the  war  barriers.   Then,  in  March,  19^2,  the 
"Sicilia1  left  New  York  under  the  Greek  War  Relief 
banner.   Its  lights  on,  it  sailed  under  safe -conduct 
guarantees  from  warring  powers.   Two  days  after  its 
arrival,  the  soaring  Athens  death  rate  dropped. 

Now,  eight  Swedish  freighters,  in  regular 
service  between  America  and  Greece,  transport  15,000 
tons  of  Canadian  wheat  and  consignments  of  milk,  dried 
vegetables  and  medicines  monthly.   Distributed  by  a 
joint  Swedish-Swiss  commission,  these  shipments  provide 
meager  subsistence  rations  for  three  million  Greeks  and 
have  sharply  reduced  the  starvation  death-rate. 

Recognizing  the  urgency  of  this  cause,  the 
United  States  Government  has  recently  assumed  part  of 
these  shipping  expenses.   Now  the  Association  can  meet 
additional  demands,  including  milk  purchases  for  Greek 
children  and  vital  welfare  services  for  Greek  refugees 
in  the  Near  East  and  Africa,  hospitalized  Greek  soldiers, 
and  Greek  prisoners  of  war. 

On  the  Greek  War  Relief  program  depends  the 
fate  of  a  historic  race  -  the  survival  of  an  active  ally. 
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GREEK  WAR  RELIEF  ASSN., 
730  -  5th  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK,  K.  Y. 
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Rf.tubn  of  Land  Orders  Issued  under  "  The  Crown  Lands  Acts,  1884  to  1886,"  Selections  Applied  fob 
in  virtue  of  Land  Obdeks,  and  Toul  Outstanding  Valie  and  Dumber  of  Land  Orders,  up  to  31st 
December,  1890. 

Land  Orders  Issued. 


Issued  during  1887. 

Issued  during  1888. 

Issued  duriug  1889. 

Issued  during  189". 

Total  issued  to  31st 
December,  1890. 

No.                 Value. 

No.  i              Value 

1 
No.                 Value 

No. 

Value. 

Xo.     1            Value. 

1 
•     ■ 

£        *.   d. 
100  '■       3,180    0    0 

£         .v.    d. 
438 1     13,670    0    0 

£           *.    d. 

505:     15,200    0    0 

395 

£         *.   d. 
11,670    0    0 

£       *.  d. 

1,458      43,720    0    0 

1459 


Selections  Applied  for  in  virtue  of  Land  Orders. 


: 


Applied  for  during  1887. 

Applied  for  duriDg  1888 

Applied  for  during  1889. 

,      Applied  for  duriDg  1890. 

1 

Total  applied  for  to  31et 
December,  1890. 

! 
Xo.  1               Area. 

No.                  Area. 

No.  !               Area. 

i 

i       ! 

'.  No.  '               Area. 

I          i 

I 

,      No. 

Area. 

A.      B.     P. 

2           320    0    0 

27        4,132    2  33 

! 

34  j       5,757    0    6 

i          1 

A.         B.     P. 

38,     20,231    0    0 

1 

I 

101 

30,440    2  23 

£      s.   d. 
Value  of  Land  Orders  issued  to  31st  December,  1890 

Value  of  Land  Orders  Paid  for  Rent  on  Selections  to  31st  December,  1890    606  11  11 

Less  Refunded  on  Selections  as  Land  Order  Certificates  33  12    0 

Lapsed  through  Death  of  Holders 

Total   Nominal   Value   of  Outstanding  Land  Orders  on  31st 
December,  1890  


£     s.  d. 


572  19  11 
20    0    0 


£       *.    d. 
43,720    0    0 


592  19  11 


£43,127    0    J 
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To  Wina„dKeep  Th&fijfa 

Millions  Must  Eat 


6- DEC- 6 
Craw  1955 


& AG? 


Hunger  Can  Lose  the  W 
a"d  V^recfc  tne  peflce 


Wha*  is  th'  Price  TO  YOU  of 
^arvation  Anywhere? 


Second  Printing    ,     '.   -    ■ 

:   --■-•-. 
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History  in  the  Making  No.  II 

X-D    80  9 
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WANT  OR  WELL-BEING? 

Why  the  United  Nations  Propose  a 
Food  and  Agricultural  Organization 

ANALYSIS  BY 


TWELVE  QUESTIONS  ANSWERED  BY 
FOOD  FOR  FREEDOM,  INC. 

1707  H  Street,  N.W. 
WASHINGTON  6,  D.  C. 

An  Independent  Educational  Organization 
Mr*.   Dwtrht   W.  Morrow.   President 


Pamphlet  No.   1 

Second  Revision 


X-D    80  9 

History  in  the  Making 


What  the  United  Nations 
Relief  Program 
Means  to  YOU 

Including  Decisions  at  First  Council  Session 

Held  at  Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  Nov.  10-Dec.  1,  1943 

and 

Recommendations  of  U.  S.  Congress 

TWENTY  QUESTIONS 

Analysis  and  Explanations  By 


FOOD  FOR  FREEDOM,  INC. 

1707  H  Street,  N.  W. 
WASHINGTON  6,  D.  C. 

An  Independent  Educational  Organisation 
Mrs.  Dwi?ht  W.  Morrow,  Chairman 


i  A      V  6  0  7 
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I   5-DEC-^> 


REPORT 


THE  NATIONAL 
CONSUMERS  FOOD  CONFERENCE 

Sponsored  By 
FOOD  FOR  FREEDOM,  INC. 

if 
CLEVELAND,  OHIO 

October  27-28,  1943 


FOOD  FOR  FREEDOM,  INC. 

NATIONAL    OFFICE 

1707  H  Street,  N.  W. 
WASHINGTON  6,  D.  C. 


Price  15c 


"WITHOUT  FOOD,  THERE  FILL  BE  NO  PEACE" 
General  Eisenhower 


Europe  j  s  Desperate  !?eed 


"Thousands  of  persons  will  starve  and  freeze  to  death  in  Eurone    u     >,  -, 
this  winter",  the  OSfl  predicts,  "unless  help  can  he  rushed  from  out-   ^  ^ 
side,"  Food  fron  America  can  blunt  the  edge  of  the  asony  which  the 
liberated  people  now  suffer.  President  Truman  warns,"  "As  the  winter 
comes  on,  the  distress  will  increase.  Unless  we  do  what  we  can  to  help 
we  may  lose  next  winter  what  we  won  at  such  terrible  cost  last  spring. 
Desperate  men  are  liable  to  destroy  the  structure  of  their  society  to* 
find  in  the  wreckage  some  substitute  for  hope.   If  re  let  Europe  go  cold 
and  hungry,  we  may  lose  some  of  the  foundations  of  order  on  which'  the 
hope  for  world-wide  peace  must  rest.  We  must  help  to  the  limits  of  our 
strength.  And  we  will." 


YOU  least  Hel 


D 


But  we  won't  help  if  we  keep  on  with  our  present  policy  of  attend- 
ing to  our  own  wants  first.  The  surrender  of  Japan  means  that  large 
amounts  of  scarce  food  which  would  have  been  taken  by  the  military  are 
now  available  either  to  increase  American  consumption  or  to  help  re- 
lieve the  ghastly  hunger  of  Europe.  Which  shall" it  be?  The  decision 
hangs  in  the  balance.   It  will  be  made  within  the  next  few  days  or  weeks 
by  ovx   Government.  .The  Government  has  heard  from  those  who  want  this 
food  for  themselves.   The  millions  of  Americans  willing  to  share  have 
remained  silent.   If  you  agree  that  America  should  carry  out  its  respon- 
sibility to  the  liberated,  WRITE  I'fMEDIATELY  TO  YOUR  SENATORS  AHD  C0'~- 
GBSSSMAK,  m   YOU?.  OUST  WORDS,  SUPPORTING  A  EctOOAM  0?  MAXIMUM  4.SSISTVCE 
TO  EUROPE. 

Tell  them  you  arc  willing  to  accept  enough  continued  rationing  of 
scarce  foods  to  relieve  distress  overseas. 

WRITE  TODAY  -  GET  FIVE  OF  YOUR  FRIEIvDS  TO  WRITE  TOO. 

X*D    8  0  9 

DO  YOU  gggg  THAT; 

Half  the  sugar  used  this  year  in  soft  drinks  and  other  luxury  products 
would  give  every  resident  of  France  about  25  pounds  of  sugar' a  ^ear? 
Americans  now  eat  72  pounds. 

If  every  American  would  give  up  ?  ounces  of  meat  a  week,  two-thirds  of 
Europe's  desperate  need  for  meat  could  be  met?  Let's  be  sure  that  this 
amount  is  sent  before  meat  is  removed  from  rationing. 


If  you  want  additional  copies  of  this  broadsheet  to  distribute,  or  more 
information  on  Europe's  need  and  America's  responsibility,  write  to 
Food  For  Freedom,  1707  H  Street,  H.W.  Washington  6,  D.  C. 


WPT  FOOD  FOR  Fjg3g?pM  IS  STOPPING  *> "  0 1   . 

WHET  MAJOR  FOOS  PgQBIEMS  STILL  EXIST 

On  April  30,  19^7,  after  four  strenuous  years  Food  For  Freedom  is  ending 
its  active  operations.  When  hunger  is  still  widely  prevalent  in  many 
countries,  when  the  need  abroad  for  US  food  and  financial  assistance  re- 
mains acute,  when  the  cost  of  food  here  is  disproportionately  high  for 
the  average  wage  earner  and  the  low  income  third  of  our  population  and 
when  most  of  the  long  range  world  food  problems  affecting  the  prosperity 
of  our  Nation  and  the  lives  of  millions  overseas  have  not  been  solved,  it 
may  well  be  asked  why  Food  For  Freedom  is  closing  down. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  Food  For  Freedom  has  taken  into  consideration 
the  many  reasons  why  it  would  be  desirable  to  maintain  a  reliable  source 
of  information  about  the  broad  and  complex  problems  of  food  for  the  many 
national  organizations,  journalists  and  hundreds  of  community  leaders  and 
other  individuals  for  whom  Food  For  Freedom  has  t>rovided  this  service.  It 
realizes  the  continuing  need  for  an  organization  in  Washington  to  keep 
close  watch  in  the  public  interest  of  the  day  to  day  changes  in  this  field, 
to  notify  the  nubile  concerning  needed  or  pending  legislation  and  to  mo- 
bilize collective  action  to  counteract  the  constant  pressures  of  those 
attempting  to  obtain  from  government  administrators  or  from  Congress 
special  profit  privileges. 

Food  For  Freedom  was,  however,  created  as  a  temporary  organization  to 
stimulate  the  most  effective  use  of  food  to  win  the  war  and  to  develop 
during  the  immediate  postwar  period  national  food  nollcies  which  would 
help  build  a  lasting  and  democratic  peace.  With  the  ending  of  U1TRRA  and 
the  initiation  of  international  governmental  relief  on  a  bilateral  basis 
food  and  relief  policies  become  more  and  more  complicated  by  political  and 
interrelated  economic  considerations.  Assistance  granted  under  bilateral 
arrangements  even  if  promoted  originally  by  humanitarian  considerations  is 
bound  to  be  determined  largely  by  the  strategy  of  constructing  a  lasting 
peace.  Under  these  circumstances  it  becomes  increasingly  difficult  for  an 
organization  with  extremely  limited  resources  and  staff  to  pass  "judgment 
on  the  complex  problems  which  have  to  be  constantly  met.  Consequently 
Food  For  Freedom  considers  that  the  neriod  in  which  it  could  best  perform 
a  useful  service  is  now  over  and  that  in  the  main  it  has  accomplished  the 
purposes  for  which  it  was  created. 

Food  For  Freedom  firmly  believes  in  the  international  method  whenever 
possible  and  is  convinced  this  was  the  only  valid  system  for  the  immediate 
postwar  or  UNRPA  r>eriod.  It  recommends  that  arrangements  should  be  made 
for  UN  observation  of  relief  carried  out  under  agreements  between  any  two 
countries.  Nevertheless,  Food  For  Freedom  recognizes  that  at  present  in- 
clusive international  arrangements  are  impossible  and  therefore  endorses 
bilateral  assistance  with  the  maximum  of  action  based  upon  humane  and  con- 
scientious interpretation  of  need  coupled  with  sincere  devotion  to  world 
security  built  upon  the  United  Nations  and  the  foundations  of  justice, 
peace  and  democratic  liberty. 
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v7H\?  YOU  CAT  IX_ 

tc  coiitat  sta-vati?::  c\lepse4s 
sat  lsss     -     waste  less     -     ?ood  needed  for  "lief 

There  is  a  world  shortage  of  nine  raillii  tens  of  grain  cereal".  "Per 
ever,"  million  tons  of  wheat  now  allocated  which  does  not  reach  Eurooe,"  Under 
Secretary  ol  State  Dear  Acheson  warns,  "twenty  million  -oeople  would  have  to  go 

without  bread  for  six  months  which  would  mean  starvation,  since  bread  is  the 
main  article  in  their  diet.   Or,  if  the  wheat  they  have  is  spread  more  thinly, 
it  would  mean  near  starvation  for  a  much  greater  number." 

President  Truman  has  announced  that  a  nation-wide  campaign  will  be  under- 
taken.  In  the  meantime,  individuals  ash  what  they  can  do.   Any  church  or  organ- 
ization on  its  own  initiative  can  start  a  "Save  Oar  Daily  Eread"  project, 
Preoare  :rcur  own  statement  or  sample  with  nle'V.e  available.   A  sermon  or  a  meeting' 
with  a  roea/er  on  the  world  i'ocd  crisis  would  be  a  way  to  start  with  least  delay. 
The  sooner  we  start  caving  the  wheat  products  the  more  lives  "ill  be  saved. 

Plan  to  Use  Less  plan  tc  Use  "ore 

Wheat  flour  or  wheat  products  (such  as  Potatoes  (white,  sweet),  potato  flour 

macaroni),  pies,  cakes  (cake  flour  or  meal  (for  rravy) ,  oatmeal  or  other 

requires  almost  twice  as  much  wheat  non— wheat  cereals,  ground  popcorn 

as  ordinary  flour).  (u^ed  ir  last  war  as  cereal  and  flour) 

Canned  meat,  poultry,  fish  (except,  to      Fresh  meat,  poultry,  fish. 
contribute  for  foreign  relief). 

Canned  mil""  (except  to  contribute  for      Fresh  milk, 
foreign  relief) . 

Pace,  dried  peas,  beans  or  lentils.        Fresh  vegetables  and  fruits, 

Whipping  or  heavy  cream,  ice  cream.        Fresh  eggs  and  milk  desserts. 

Fats  ark  oils,  shortening  (second  to  Home  rendered  fats  (cave  all  and  turn 
wheat,  the  greatest  need  to  prevent  surplus  in)  butter  (too  expensive 
starvation).  for  foreign  relief  purposes), 

Whiskey,  Deer.  'Tine. 

T'ir   Amer- 
ican nation  is  notorious  for  waste. of  food,  We  can  start  now  in  chan-.irg  this 
hat  it  as  well  as  by  buying  our  food  with  the  nee^s  of  starving  peoule  of  Erne  e 
and  Asia  in  mind. 

Effective  "overnr.ent  measures  must  be  taker  at  oyce  to  obtain  ana  to  shi-; 
cur  nrcr.ise"  share  of  food.   The  J-'r3sident  has  made  cl-ar  his  determination  to 

gi\e  the  mil  weight  of  his  authority  to  help  prevent  starvation  "to  the  limits  of 
our  strength". 

Ls:  the  Above  Any  Way  "est  Suitable  for  Your  Local  Puroor.es 

Prepared  by:  X-D   8  0" 

Food  For  Freedom  *)  I  cT   f/_ 

1?C7  H  Street.  F.W.  ,LA 


IT,. 


isnxncton 


*     ''     - 


U.  S.  Food  Obligations 
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Following  in  part  of  the  broad- 
east  made  last  night  over  WMAL 
and  the  ABC  network  by  Raymond 
Swing. 

It  deals  with  the  food  situation 
and  the  obligations  resting  on  us 
of  the  United  States  to  help  with 
food  for  the  underfed  millions  in 
foreign  countries: 

"For  every  million  tons  of  wheat 
now  allocated  which  does  not  reach 
Europe,  20  million  people  would 
have  to  go  without  bread  for  six 
months,  which  would  mean  starva- 
tion, since  bread  is  the  main  article 
in  their  diet.  Or,  If  the  wheat  they 
have  is  spread  more  thinly,  it  would 
mean  near  starvation  for  a  much 
greater  number."  That  statement 
by  Undersecretary  Dean  Acheson 
of  the  State  Department  gives  us 
an  official  yardstick  to  estimate  the 
chances  of  mass  starvation  this  year. 
For  every  million  tons  of  wheat 
below  the  allocation  in  six  months, 
20  million  people  starve.  Or  if  20 
million  do  not  starve  a  vastly  great- 
er number  suffer  near  starvation. 

Against  this  statement  let  me 
place  some  facts.  The  world  is  far 
abort  of  the  wheat  and  rice  nor- 
mally needed.  To  speak  first  of 
Asia,  the  .hortage  th  're  is  around 
nine  million  tons,  with  India  now 
coming  into  the  calculation  in 
terms  that  are  ominous  and  tragic. 
In  India  last  year,  a  shortage  of 
5  per  i  ent  of  the  -rain  production 
in  Bengal  Province  led  to  1.250.000 
to  1,500.000  deaths  from  starva- 
tion. This  year  the  shortage  in 
Madras  Province  is  25  per  cent.  It 
may  be  as  high  in  other  provinces. 
So  unless  energetic  measures  are 
liken  the  deaths  would  be  five 
times  as  high. 

Ar.other  fact:  As  to  the  crisis  in 
Europe  UNRRA  is  not  receiving 
the  supplies  it  should  be  getting 
from  the  United  States,  and  it  must 
be  recalled  that  in  UNRRA  coun- 
tries the  food  level  is  lower  than 
in  western  Europe.  Because  of  the 
delays  over  legislation  last  year, 
supplies  wera  not  put  in  the  works 
for  delivery  in  the  first  months  of 
the  year,  and  the  amount  of  wheat, 
meat  and  fats  available  for  March 
shipment  may  not  be  much  more 
than  half  of  what  UNRRA  ex- 
pected. With  foreign  countries 
getting  only  12  million  tons  of 
wheat  during  the  vear  as  against 
17  million  tons  n-vded,  every 
punce  of  other  kinds  of  food  takes 
on  new  importance.  It  represents 
the  only  chance  of  coping  with 
starvation. 

This  country  has  taken  on  the 
responsibility  of  providing  six  mil- 
lion tons  of  wh  t  for-  foreign  coun- 
tries In  the  next  six  months,  not 
to  mention  meats  and  fats  and 
other  categories  of  food. 


Suing  Tells  Of  Perils  Abroad 


Keiiiemuering  the  yard-Ait.1,  of 
Dean  Acheson,  we  are  responsible 
for  preventing  the  deaths  from 
starvation  of  six  times  twenty,  or 
a  hundred  and  twenty  million  peo- 
ple. They  are  threatened  with  star- 
vation, and  without  our  doing  what 
we  have  promised,  they  will  die. 
This  is  not  just  a  verbal  threat. 
The  people  will  die  unless  we  act, 
act  energetically  and  keep  on  act- 
ing. We  are  living  in  plenty.  And 
we  must  make  sure  we  do  not  be- 
come answerable  for  mass  deaths, 
which  would  be  attributed  to  our 
indifference. 

Are  we  meeting  our  obligation? 
On  this  I  can  quote  a  doleful  re- 
port. "We  will  have  to  admit  de- 
feat." This  is  the  assertion  of  a 
man  who  should  know.  Dr.  D.  A. 
Fitzgerald,  director  of  the  division 
of  requirements  and  allocation  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
deputy  American  member  of  the 
Combined  Food  Board.  The  defeat 
he  was  admitting  was  of  the  ex- 
porting countries  meeting  the  goal 
■  set  last  year  by  the  Combined  Food 
Board.  This  included  the  12  mil- 
lion tons  of  wheat  of  which  the 
United  States  was  to  supply  half. 

Last  year  our  wheat  crop  came  to 
1.125,000.000  bushels,  a  record.  Yet 
Dr.  Fitzgerald  says  we  may  fail  to 
(provide  less  than  250,000.000  bush- 
jels.  which  is  what  our  six  million 
tons  come  to. 

We  are  now  consuming  meat  In 
this  country  at  the  rate  of  165 
pounds  per  person  a  year,  which  is 
about  40  pounds  more  than  before 
the  war.  The  average  per  person 
meat  consumption  in  UNRRA  coun- 
tries is  9'i  pounds.  I  am  indebted 
to  the  Food  for  Freedom  office  for 
these  aria  other  figure's.  Tat  con- 
sumption should  be  20  pounds  a 
year,  to  maintain  a  minimum  level1 
of  health.  Actually  in  this  country! 
we  consumed  4212  pounds  during  I 
last  year,  and  the  figure  has  risen' 
to  45  pounds.  The  consumption  In 
Italy  is  4.8  pounds,  in  Poland  it 
is  3.3  pounds  In  addition  to  the  fats 
snd  oils  which  we  consume  we  have 
indirect  fats  from  meats,  nuts. 
cream  and  other  foods.  In  the 
UNRRA  countries  they  have  only  a 
pittance  of  the  direct  fats  and  no 
indirect  fats  to  speak  of. 

We  are  expected  to  deliver  to 
UNRRA  627  million  pounds  of 
meat  during  this  year,  and  300 
million  in  the  first  quarter.  We 
had  actually  turned  over  to 
UNRRA  only  nine  and  a  half  mil- 
lion pounds  up  to  the  middle  of 
this  month  or  3.1  per  cent  of  the 
quarter's  commitments.  Canada  is 
expected     to     supply     79     million 


pounds  this  year-  and  in  January 
and  February  it  delivered  31  mil- 
lion pounds,  more  than  a  third  of 
the  year's  total.  Whatever  the  dif- 
ferences between  Canadian  and 
American  conditions,  they  are  not 
as  glaring  as  that.  The  Canadians 
have  acted  because  their  officials 
have  cared  more  than  ours  have. 
True,  there  are  many  difficulties. 
But  our  first  difficulty  is  that  not 
enough  energy  and  not  enough 
sense  of  urgency  permeate  the  of- 
ficial circles  dealing  with  this 
problem. 

One  of  the  great  troubles,  says 
Dr.  Fitzgerald,  is  transportation. 
He  admits  we  are  producing  tnirty 
per  cent  more  wheat  than  before 
the  war.  Five  hundred  elevators 
in  the  United  States  are  'plug  full 
of  wheat"  as  he  put  it.  Transpor- 
tation, he  said,  is  the  problem,  not 
the  price  of  wheat.  Maybe  he  is 
right.  But  others  will  testify  that 
if  the  farmers  could  be  sure  of 
getting  level  prices  this  year  the 
transportation  problem  could  be 
solved.  If  munitions  could  be 
given  priority  on  the  American 
railroads  during  war  time,  what  is 
to  prevent  wheat  being  given  pri- 
ority in  a  time  when  a  hundred 
and  twenty  million  people  might 
die  if  they  did  not  get  it? 

Something  along  this  line  has1 
been  done  by  the  ICC.  But  it  is 
not  enough.  It  would  be  important 
to  have  an  expediter,  armed  with 
the  authority  of  the  President  and 
with  the  influence  of  the  President 
behind  him,  to  get  things  moved 
without  quibbling  or  delay,  as  in 
war  time. 

In  saying  that  our  officials  have 
not  seemed  to  care  as  much  as 
they  do  in  Canada,  I  shouid  put 
on  the  record,  however,  that  the 
Cabinet  committee  which  has  been 
studying  this  problem  for  Presi- 
dent Truman  has  held  many  and 
anxious  meetings  and  is  expected 
to  come  out  with  plans  by  which 
we  shall  keep  our  p-omise  of  de- 
livering six  million  tons  of  wheat 
for  export  in  six  mv.aths. 

Obviously  there  will  have  to  be 
sacrifices  it  we  are  to  share  our 
food  and  our  supplies.  For  in- 
stance, the  available  tin  plate  for 
making  tin  cans  was  about  to  be 
allocated,  not  to  the  meat  centers 
so  that  meat  could  be  canned  for 
use  in  Europe,  but  to  the  fruit  and 
vegetable  growers  of  California  so 
that  they  could  save  their  crops. 
It  might  take  a  Solomon  to  divide 
this  tin  honorably,  weighing  the 
lives  in  Europe  against  the  purses 
of  the  fruit  and  vegetable  growers, 


and  the  nourishment  of  the  Ameri- 
cans who  normally  would  consume 
fhc  fruit  and  vegetables.  But  to 
have  given  it  all  to  the  growers 
and  so  make  it  impossible  to  send 
the  meat  needed  to  prevent  starva- 
tion would  not  be  Solomon-like. 

Our  program  has  fallen  behind 
for  many  excellent  reasons  For 
one  thing,  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture did  not  start  delivering 
to  UNRRA  for  this  year's  ship- 
ments until  it  had  UNKIiA's  actual 
casTi  in  hand,  which  took  until 
January  10.  The  Department  of 
Agriculture  was  technically  per- 
fectly right.  But  when  starvation 
is  in  the  offing,  a  cut  corner  can  be 
gratefully  forgiven.  UNRRA 
begged  the  Department  to  accept  a 
blank  check  but  it  declined.  Spirit 
counts  for  a  great  deal  in  these 
emergency  matters.  I  have  sug- 
gested that  the  spirit  in  Canada  Is 
more  alert  and  responsible  than  in 
this  country.  Denmark,  which  as 
an  invaded  country,  is  under  no 
obligation  to  supply  food  to  UNRRA  j 
has  just  offered  UNRRA  10.000 
horses  and  a  million  dollars  worth 
of  fish,  to  go  chiefly  to  Poland. 

One  speaks  with  the  greatest  re- 
luctance about  this  country  lagging 
behind  Canada  and  Denmark.  For 
there  is  plenty  of  proof  that  the 
people  of  the  United  States  would 
be  more  than  ready  to  forego  all 
of  the  food  that  would  be  needed 
to  save  Europeans  from  starvation. 
It  is  not  the  American  people  who 
cling  to  their  abundance.  They 
simply  are  not  being  served  by 
officials  who  are  willing  as  yet  to 
regard  mass  starvation  as  an 
urgency  comparable  to  the  emer- 
gency of  war.  If  the  elevators  are 
plugged  full  of  wheat,  if  our  last 
year's  wheat  crop  is  30  per  cent 
above  prewar,  if  we  are  consuming 
40  pounds  of  meat  per  person  more 
than  before  the  war — which  is 
nearly  five  times  as  much  as  the 
total  per  person  consumption  of 
UNRRA  countries,  there  is  margin 
enough  for  action.  And  let  us  re- 
member that  yardstick  of  Mr. 
Acheson.  In  terms  ol  grain  alone 
we  are  pledged  to  prevent  the 
deaths  of  a  hundred  and  twenty 
million  people. 
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SinPLTMETT  #1   ci?  IKOTttKCFil  CHUFF'S  WERSSTO*  FWp 
Peleased  by  Food  For  Freedom  -  March  10,   19^7 


m§3Jjam_mOB!r    OS  CHITT   mrBTS    ttt  rrrpnrvr 
Invited  to  speak  before  tbP  Tf>4-«*    e„     * 

Children's  Emergency  Fund     hll at  Uni Z  £at   on  ^"J"™  ^  °f  the  ^ernatioaal 
Arnold  P.  Meikel-iohn     Senin/rl   \*     !   7  Nations  Headouarters  a  few  davS  a*-o     Fr 
the  most  urgent  S      ^  X  1  ^"^ t0  TOl   in  *»"»•■   ^d  tJ*t 
food,    clothing,    the  means   1 0  learn  Lf S52S  C°UntJies  Which  he  **d  surveyed  were 
r     .  ^arn.and  kroner  care  from  adeauately  trained  personnel. 

A^lSlTSf  JSr^  *-  £™*?  *£  •*"*  nutritional  conditions   in 
countries   there  are  about   f  or '     ^nS     |,  Czechoslovakia  and  Poland.      In  these 
half  million  pregnant  mothers?  £  th£p  2         **?  **   °f  l8'   "fith  0ne  and  a 

certain  proportion  live   in  ■elf-.SfSw   J       ?  M"   ln  n66d  °f  relief  ^cause  a 

and  to»n„-  and  in  devastated  ruraf ^aSSES  IH  ^     **    V*  Citi*s 

1   t-.iij.aren  a.e  still   in  desperate  need   of  hei-o 

J?^i^^^^^^^TV^^  today  -   that   is,    lack  of     " 

of  jany  large  communities,    even  with  Mi  ilS^!  JT*  W,WXt11  the  harvest'   the  d^t 
In  fact,   although  U1TP.HA  had  been  abiVVl  \   fv       en  Cl°se  t0  b*re  subsistence. 

Europe,    lt8   res0urces  havfno     ?een  sufficie'nrto  ^   diS*St6r  °f  ^°T  fa»lafi   in 
feeding  is  shown  by  the  failuVo*     "*"   ^  *°  ?revfnt  underfeeding.     This  under- 
Prague,  Varsaw,  and  in  deSastSef wSawLE^  «?  Childr*n«      *»  Athens,  Vienna, 
now  under-sized  and  win  never  attain  Lr?     ,in.GreeCe  and  Yogoslavia,    children  are 
the  children  of  school  age  Ire  th -         &]  **?"***  with°ut  more  food.      In  general 
John  sav:  children  who  vete  SL^f^lrJSSS!^  '      '"  BUdaPGSt'  ^   Kie^ 

ttn^^eef  Lht^  ^0^^ a£ ?*? I"  J*  *""  °f  ■**««! 

prooably  because  the  basis    of lb ««     \   L  Ministration  of  vitamin  tablets 

Rickets   is  widely  urevale't  an!  in  IZTl        '   '*  Vhol*-»***  ^ead  and  vegetable 
prevention.     Tuberculosis     whinb^T       JTf  S6Vere'    ™™^*r.  cod  liver   oil  for  1  +  s 
creased  among  childre But v  tamin  tablal  *'  ?**  «frf""«*.   Has   neatly  in-      "' 
European  children  now  need  fol^d  Trlll^ZlZlt^  "°  ""  ^  U"»  that 

Europe^  In^reece'^tfTr  f°  'O"^*?  th*  def^ncies    of  children's  diets   in 

tram  aid,  i5r^x^lJ^S^^fS?S'  &0V%Tent  or^ ^S2tvitn 


*     -    * 


"he  Executive  Board    of  +h«  T^- 

organization  although  <vVf       f   I  lnVit°  Svit^rland  to  become  a  merbor  of  thi, 

that  the  ^ X£SLJ »;«J- St^rnXf^i*^  ITati°nS-      U   "  ^rltool8 

ring  a  donation  to,  the  Fund. 
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During  the  years  I  served  as  Director  General  of  BUSH*  I  "became  more  and 
more  convinced  that  Food  lor  Freedom  was  performing  an  unique  and  outstanding  ser- 
vice not  only  for  UBHRA  hut  for  the  nation.   U  crucial  periods  it  took  the  initi- 
ative in  obtaining  .joint  action  by  a  large  number  of  national  organizations. 
Furthermore,  through  its  relation  with  government  agencies  and  officials  it  mater- 
ially assisted  UNBRA  on  many  occasions  and  in  various  ways.   In  view  of  the  world 
food  situation  during  the  difficult  months  ahead  I  helieve  there  is  urgent  need  for 
lood  Tor  Freedom  to  continue  and  to  expand  its  to  rk  and  I  hone  that  it  will  receive 
from  the  public  the  support  it  needs  to  carry  on  its  very  useful  activities  effect- 
ively. 

Herbert  H,  Lehman 

Honorary  Chairman,  UITESA  Council 

Food  For  Freedom,  I  helieve,  is  the  only  national  voluntary  civic  organiza- 
tion which  has  exercised  a  powerful  influence  on  the  policies  of  our  government, 
while  itself  remaining  in  the  background.   Its  title  is  not  well  known  hy  the  public. 
It  has  accomplished  its  ends  by  an  unusual  combination  of  methods;  providing  a  free 
information  service  to  organizations  and  loaders  of  public  opinion;  keeping  close 
contact  with  the  officials  of  government  who  have  evidenced  a  "broad-gauge  attitude; 
and  bringing  matters  of  food  and  foreign  relief  policy  to  the  attention  of  the 
President  when  the  situation  warranted,  either  by  collective  group  representation 
or  through  a  selected  spokesman. 

Owen  J.  Poberts 

Former  Associate  Justice  of  the 

Supreme  Court 

In  my  opinion,  Food  For  Freedom  has  done  the  most  notable  service  of  any  civic 
organization  operating  in  Washington.   It  has  foreseen  the  coming  of  famine,  pressed 
for  government  action,  awakened  public  opinion,  in  a  way  which  has  expressed  the 

conscience  of  America. 

Harold  'Teston,  its  Director,  has  been  of  the  greatest  help  to  numbers  of  the 
journalistic  profession,  in  providing  accurate  information  and  a  clear  interpretation 
of  the  food  crisis.   I  say  without  hesitation  this  is  a  model  of  what  a  people's 
agency  in  the  nation's  capital  should  be. 

Raymond  S-ing 
He'"s  Commentator 

The  work  of  Food  For  Freedom  has  been  indispensable  in  spearheading  the  desire 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  got  food  to  the  famine  ridden  countries  in 
Europe  and  A.sia. 

\nna  Lord  Strauss 

President,  Rational  League  of  Women  vot. 

The  results  of  the  untiring  efforts  of  Food  For  Freedom  cannot  be  over- 
estimated.  For  many  months  prior  to  the  time  when  the  world  food  situation  became 
known  as  a  crisis,  it  carried  or.  an  intensive  campaign  of  warning.   Time  has  tragic- 
ally proved  'now  right  these  warnings  were. 

fillard  L.  Thorn 

Deputy  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  for 

Economic  Affairs,  Department  of  State 
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AT  HE,.Rir~3  Or  PROPOSED  IFTSRTAT I C:"AT  TRADE  ORGA"I  ZAT I OD  CHARTER     ^ 

Presented  "by  Harold  Weston,  Executive  Director  /   ■ — 

Washington,  D.C.  -  February  25,  19^7 


My  name  is  Harold  Weston.   On  behalf  of  Food  For  Freedom,  of  which  I  am  the 
Executive  Director,  I  reauest  the  privilege  of  testifying  concerning  the  Charter  for 
the  proposed  International  Trade  Organization,  Food  For  Freedom  expresses  its  en- 
dorsement of  the  changes  in  the  suggested  Charter  as  redrafted  at  London,  hut  "believes 
that  certain  additional  revisions  in  the  text  merit  serious  consideration  at  G-eneva. 

Food  For  Freedom  is  a  non-profit  educational  organization  incorporated  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  March  6,  19^3.  It  "as  created  as  a  non-political,  non-partisan 
organization  primarily  to  act  in  the  public  interest  concerning  food  during  the  war 
and  immediate  post-war  emergency  period.  We  supply  information  to  a  large  number  of 
national  and  local  associations  and  the  public  on  matters  pertaining  to  national  and 
international  food  and  relief  policies.  Although  our  emphasis  has  been  on  emergency 
measures,  we  fully  realize  that  in  the  years  to  come  food  will  continue  to  be  the  key 
to  the  world's  economic  security  and  that  lasting  peace  is  directly  related  to  the 
solution  of  long-range  food  problems. 

In  January  19^5.  Food  For  Freedom  stated,  "For  the  first  time  in  history  adecmate 
food  is  within  man's  grasp  if  we  have  the  courage  to  work-out  new  eoonomfcadjustmatits 
within  nations  and  international  agreements  between  nations."  We  recognized  that  this 
could  not  be  accomplished  on  the  basis  of  -oast  policies  of  economic  isolationism. 

Originally  we  felt  great  enthusiasm  for  the  reciprocal  trade  agreements  plan  of 
the  Department  of  State  and  the  proposal  for  co-ordinated  efforts  to  stimulate  "orld 
trade  and  employment  under  an  International  Trade  Organization.   Our  enthusiasm  has 
been  considerably  dampened  by  the  apparent  acceptance  by  the  Department  of  State  of 
the  policy  of  including  an  escape  clause  in  any  future  trade  agreement  made  by  the 
United  States.  An  escape  clause  may  be  claimed  a  necessarTT  safeguard  to  relieve 
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Prepared  by  Spencer  Coxe  u, .  nr 

For  Food  Tor  Freedom 

Americans  are  apt  to  think  that  UNRRA  is  operating  only  in  Europe.  Actually 

its  largest  job  in  any  one  country  will  be  in  China,  where  TTi-IRRA  is  just  getting 
started.   China's  population  is  roughly  comparable  to  all  of  Europe's.   China  des- 
perately needs  help  after  eight  years  of  war,  a  war  causing  the  migration  of 
perhaps  40  million  people,  the  devastation  of  thousands  of  acres  of  farm  land,  the 
destruction  of  great  cities,  and  the  disruption  of  the  country's  already  inadequate 
transportation.  During  these  years,  China  was  not  spared  catastrophes  of  flood  and 
famine. 

China's  needs  for  relief  and  rehabilitation  are  tremendous,  estimated  to 
cost  the  equivalent  of  $5  billion  American  dollars,  entailing  the  import  of  10 
million  tons  of  food,  clothing,  transportation  and  medical  equipment,  etc.  Obviously 
UHES'i  can  only  supply  a  small  proportion  of  this.  A  Chinese  National  Relief  and 
Rehabilitation  Administration,  known  as  CHFRA,  has  been  established,  its  head  a 
member  of  the  Cabinet.   CHRRA  will  have  direction  over  the  entire  program  expected 
to  last  several  years.  OTRRA  will  operate  in  China  only  until  March  31,  1947,  and 
is  asked  to  supply  a  large  staff  of  technical  experts  (such  is  doctors  and  engineers) 
and  5.2  million  tons  of  emergency  supplies.  UHRRA  will  also  maintain  a  large  number 
of  observers  and  other  officials  to  insure  efficient  and  equitable  distribution  of 
U1JRRA  goods  and  services.  Agreement  has  been  reached  with  Central  Government  and 
Communist  officials  to  guarantee  that  areas  under  Communist  control  will  get  their 
fair  share  of  UBRRA's  assistance. 

With  UNRRA's  help,  countless  victims  of  war  can  he  kept  alive  '"ho  would 
otherwise  perish  of  hunger,  cold,  or  disease.  TJKRRA's  shipments  of  farm  and  in- 
dustrial equipment,  and  the  skills  of  its  engineers  and  doctors  will  assist  China  to 
regain  at  least  its  accustomed  but  precarious  self-sufficiency.   The  speed  of  China's 
recovery  depends  largely  upon  whether  UKRRA  gets  the  necessary  funds.  For  example, 
China  has  asked  U1JERA  to  furnish  by  next  June  almost  half  a  billion  dollars  worth 
of  supplies,  comprising  some  2  million  tons,  or' roughly  250  shiploads.   Transporta- 
tion equipment  would  be  the  largest  shipment,  both  by  weight  and  value.   In  addition, 
aboi;t  three-quarters  of  a  million  tons  of  food  would  be  sent,  mainly  wheat  and 
flour,  and  most  of  the  rest  rice.   Clothing,  agricultural  and  industrial  equipment, 
medical  and  housing  supplies  are  the  other  major  types  of  commodities. 


A  large  part  of  these  UHRRA  supplies  will  come  from  the  United  States.  The 
Chinese  themselves  will  also  buy  considerable  supplies  from  the  United  States  and 

ro- 
ad 
will  be  negligible.  The  only  American  food  likely  to  go  to  China  in  any  quantity  is 
wheat,  and  this  is  not  scarce. 


Chinese  themselves  will  also  buy  considerable  supplies  from  the  United  States  and 
other  countries  with  their  own  money.   Thus,  China's  rehabilitation  nrogram  -ill  pre 
vide  a  market  for  American  goods,  3ut  the  dr-dn  on  scarce  supplies  of  American  fooc 


UHRRA  hopes  to  get  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  supplies  it  needs  for 
China  from  U.S.  Army  surplus  stocks.   Just  before  VJ-Fay,  the  Irmy  had  about  1,000 
s\rpply  ships  in  Eastern  Pacific  waters  anticipating  an  invasion  of  the  Chim.  coast. 
UHRRA  will  be  permitted  to  buy  most  of  what  it  wants  of  the  cargoes,  which  it  is  now 
examining.  Some  cf  the  food  to  be  supplied  to  China  by  UTPRA  can  he  purchased  in 
other  parts  of  the  Orient. 

China's  most  Dressing  emergency  need  is  for  r ghat ilitati on  of  transportation. 
The  success  of  the  whole  relief  program  depends  upon  this.   China's  transportation 
system  was  utterly  inadequate  before  the  war,  and  is  much  worse  no"".   For  example, 
90  percent  of  China's  shipping  was  destroyed  by  the  war.   Less  than  one-quarter  of 
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ufjtsd  IvaIioits  food  run:  5o.--c  is  u?.:c; 

Fundamental  changes  in  United  States  international  relief  policy  have  become 
apparent  during  the  past  week.  To  obtain  precise  definition  of  the  new  policy, Food 
For  Freedom  acting  with  16  other  national  organizations  (list  below)  had  an  inter- 
view with  Assistant  Secretary  William  L.  Clayton  July  26,  on  the  eve  of  his  depar- 
ture for  the  meeting  of  the  UKE1A  Council  in  Geneva.  On  August  1,  Food  For  Freedom 
had  an  interview  with  Acting  Secretary  of  State  Dean  Acheson. 

She  United  States  international  food  relief  policy  now  in  effect  appears  to  be: 

1.  UITEGA  will  terminate  in  Europe  December  jl»  19l'<-6   and  in  Asia  March  31,19^7. 

2.  Ho  successor  international  organization  for  food  relief  is  needed.   (Con- 
tinuance of  such  apparatus  is  deemed  inadvisable  because  it  would  encourage  a 
"relief  attitude"  and  requests  by  nations  which,  with  one  to  three  exceptions, 
can  now  procure,  transport  and  distribute  the  necessary  imported  food.  It  is 
conceded  that  some  nations  may  need  money  in  loans  or  gifts  for  food  imports.) 

3.  Money  aid  for  food  when  and  as  needed  can  and  will  be  supplied  by  indivi- 
dual nations.  For  this  no  international  action  or  organisation  is  required  and 
none  is  desirable. 


As  the  premise  for  United  States  food  relief  policy,  Secretary  Acheson 
subscribed  to" Mr.  Clayton's  statement:   "I  accept  it  as  axiomatic  that  the  world 
will  not  permit  the  people  of  any  nation  to  starve  as  long  as  there  is  food 
enough  to  go  around."  Mr.  Clayton  said  this  on  July  26th. 

5   Disapproval  of  continued  international  food  rolicf  machinery  is  not  to  be 
interpreted" as  irxolyin-  reservations  regarding  the  need  for  the  international 
mrch'nery,  which  will  bo  devised  at  the  forthcoming  FAO  conference  at  Copenhagen 
to  insure  equitable  distribution  of  the  world's  food  supplies  after  the  emergen- 
cy  is  past. 

Shis  definition  of  policy  is  at  once  deeply  disturbing  and  reassuring.  It  is 
reassuring  in  that  the  State  Department  lias  in  effect  denied  a  report  that  IjjSHR* 
was  being  liquidated  partly  because  of  a  larger  conflict  among  the  major  Allies. 

It  is  disturbing  because  the  policy  as  now  delineated  reverses  in  this  field 
our  support  of  international  cooperative  action  ■  ad  proposes  to  substitute  bilater- 
al action  which  would  encourage  the  development  of  economic  power  clocs. 

It  -  roposes  to  go  ahead  without  adequate  provision,  either  national  n   inter- 
national, for  meeting  money  and  food  relief  needs  that  will  become  apparee..  ltuo 
in  1<*6  and  increase  in  19^7  until  the  harvests  of  that  year.   If  it  is  recognised 
tvt'penmnent  international  machinery  for  the  distribution  of  the  world's  food  is 
r  c  ssary,  it  would  appear  to  be  worthwhile  to  have  temporary  international  machin- 
ery ready  at  hand  f or'use  during  the  intervening  emergency  period. 
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SPECIAL  MEMORANDUM  TO  CH^HIZATICKS 


January  3d,  1946 


Soon  -  during  the  nen.t  fev:  months  -  many  decisions  will  "be  rale  by       f. 
Congress  and  the  Administration  vitally  affecting  .our  national  economy   -$"  ^" 
and  our  foreign  relations.  Pressures  brought  to  hear  on  responsible  of- 
ficials influence  these  decisions.   Special  interests  constantly  urge 
removal  of  controls.  The  public  is  heard  from  only  in  times  of  crises. 
The  flood  of  letters  received  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  and  Congress 
favoring  foreign  relief  has  dwindled  to  a  .".ere  trickle.   Official  Washington 
is  beginning  to  think  the  public  does  not  care  much  whether  we  share  our 
food  generously  or  not.   This  shocking  situation  calls  for  action. 

Among  the  immediate  issues  in  the  food  field  are  the  following; 

1.  Extension  of  price  control  for  another  year  to  hold  down  inflation. 

2.  Continued  subsidies  on  certain  foods  to  stimulate  production  and 
maintain  stablization  (pending  new  legislation  the  Administration 
can  set  subsidies,  hut  only  until  June  "0,  191-6). 

3.  lim  support  prices  to  assure  the  planting  of  the  1946  acreage 
fortunately  increased  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  last  week, 

4.  '.'ore  affirmative  use  of  the  set-aside  authority  granted  for  for- 
eign relief  (for  example,  lard  set-aside  could  he  increased  to  5r?). 

5.  Strict  limitation  of  commercial  quotas  of  scarce  foods  (makers  of 
soft-drinks  now  ask  their  92s?  limit  of  sugar  be  raised  to  100'' 

of  their  high  1940-41  levels). 

6.  Continuation  of  individual  expert  licensing  of  foods  in  short 
supply  (mentioned  in  our  news  release  #5). 


7.   Increased  allocations  of  basic  foods  for  UNP3A  and  those  liberated 
nations  purchasing  U.S.  foods. 

6,  Early  appropriation  of  the  remaining  $600,000,000  authorized  for 
UHH3A  last  Dec  arbor. 

v7e  bring  these  matters  to  your  attention  for  vhatnver  appropriate 
action  you  nay  bo  willing  to  take.  Th'j  above  partial  list  ma?  be  useful 
during  the  coning  months.  We  suggest  letters  sent  to  President  Truman; 
Hon.  Clinton  P.  Anderson,  Secretary  of  Agriculture;  Hon,  John  K.  Snyder, 
Director  of  the  Office  of  var  Mobilization  and  Reconversion;  Hon.  John  3. 
Small.  Director  of  the  Civilian  Production  Administration;  Judge  John  C. 
Collet,  Director  oi  the  Office  of  Bconomic  Stabilization.;  and  your  Con- 
gressional representatives  as  these  matters  come  up. 


■OARD  OF  DIRECTORS  •  WILLIAM  ALLAN  NE1LSON,  Chairman  •  MRS.  HENRY  R.  ATKINSON  •  MRS.  MARSHALL  A.  BEST  •  JOHN  D.  BLACK 
JAMES  B.  CAREY  •  ELISABETH  CHRISTMAN  •  ELIZABETH  EASTMAN  •  LEO  GOODMAN  •  MRS.  PAUL  E.  HOWE  •  MRS.  HENRY  GODDARD  LEAC1. 
RT.  REV.  MSGR.  L.  G.  LIG'JTTI  •  ELIZABETH  MAGEE  •  MRS.  DWIGHT  W.  MORROW  .  RT.  REV.  MSGR.  JOHN  O'GRADY  •  JAMES  G.  PATTON 
MORRIS  S.  ROSENTHAL   .   BORIS  SHISHKIN  .   PAUL  SIFTON  •  MRS.  DE  F  OREST  VAN  SLYCK    •   MRS.  FLORENCE  R.  V/YCKOFF   .   MATTHEW  WOLL 
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Copies  available  at  cost  vr  '2  0                *  <%  #i 

Toed  rev   Freedom  X-0   o«  7 

170?  E  Street,  N.  V.  '   .   j— 

Washington  6,  D,  C.  September  IV,  1945  JJ  £f  r  to 


STATIM?>TT  BY  THS  PRESIDENT  |N  CCF.:3)CnI0:T        *>"  DEC 
WITH  THB  TfflngF  A1TD  3EPA?  ILI T  VI IOT'  PT>.0&PJ& 


The  United  States  Government  is  nor  in  a  position  to  fulfill  the  main 
requests  of  Europe  -  with  the  exception  of  sugar,  fats  and  oils  -  from  this  date 
until  January  1  as  these  requests  have  "been  stated  to  it  by  the  governments  of  the 
liberated  countries  and  "by  UJJRRA. 

Provision  of  the  supplies  thus  requested  does  not,  however,  mean  that  the 
civilian  populations  of  Europe  will  reach  even  a  minimum  level  of  subsistence, 
and  much  suffering  may  be  expected  during  the  coming  winter  in  certain  areas  of 
the  continent. 

The  limiting  factor  in  meeting  the  minimum  needs  of  the  liberated  neoples 
is  no  longer  one  of  shipping.  For  the  moment,  in  the  case  of  most  commodities, it 
is  no  longer  a  problem  of  supply.  Today  it  is  primarily  a  twofold  financial  pro- 
blem; first,  to  work  out  credits  or  other  financial  arrangements  with  the  European 
governments;  second,  to  make  additional  funds  available  to  U1TP.RA  for  emergency 
relief. 

This  Government  is  handing  every  effort  to  find  solutions  to  this  problem, 
in  cooperation  with  the  respective  claimants,  with  a  View  to  increasing  the  flow 
of  urgently  needed  supplies.  Pending  such  settlements  this  government  is  taking 
necessary  measures  in  relation  to  production,  distribution  and  shipping  of  sup- 
plies to  insure  a  broad,  equitable  and  continuous  flow  of  current  stocks  and  new 
production  of  relief  -aid  rehabilitation  supplies  for  liberated  areas,  which  it  is 
anticipated  will  be  required,  in  addition  to  those  quantities  which  they  have 
already  requisitioned.   One  purpose  of  such  measures  is  to  prevent  the  dissipation 
of  available  supplies  in  domestic  channels  where  they  are  not  essential. 

When  I  returned  from  Potsdam  I  said,  "If  -:re  let  Europe  go  cold  and  hungry, 
we  may  lose  some  of  the  foundations  of  order  on  <?hich  the  hoped  for  world— wide 
peace  must  rest,  T.'e  must  help  to  the  limits  oi  our  strength.  And  we  "'ill." 
That  pledge,  made  not  only  to  our  lilies,  but  to  the  American  people,  must  bo 
kept.   It  should  be  made  perfectly  clear  that,  contrary  to  the  belief  of  many, 
relaxation  of  rationing  on  the  home  front  is  not  a  factor  in  the  allocation  of 
relief  supplies  to  Suropo.  The  Department  of  Agriculture  reports  that,  despite 
the  release  of  cheese  from  rationing  controls,  and  the  possible  relaxation  of 
domestic  meat  rationing,  we  have  sufficient  quantities  of  meat  and  dairy  products 
to  fulfill  the  requirements  pn  aced  upon  us  by  UESBA  and  the  paying  governments 
for  the  last  quarter  of  the  year.  Furthermore,  should  UKHHA  secure  the  additional 
financial  resources  it  so  urgently  needs,  and  the  paying  governments  conclude 
more  satisfactory  financial  arrangements,  again  raising  the  problem  of  supply,  both 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  tne  Tfar  Production  Board  have  the  authority  to 
issue  set-aside  orders  on  specific  quantities  of  commodities  purchased,  regardless 
of  whether  they  are  rationed,  to  insure  deliveries  abroad.   This  does  not  mean 
that  it  may  not  become  necessary  to  resume  ration  controls  of  certain  items  if 
they  become  so  short  in  supply  that  such  controls  are  required  to  insure  more 
equitable  distribution. 


STATE?'jE3JTr  .ONCERNING  FOOD  FOR  FREEDOM  y  •*   Q  Q  Q 

1002  Eleventh  Street,  N.  W.       ,—_„_   .  °U  &  F (£) 
Washington  2,  D.  C. 
(after  May  1,  1946)  *>"  D£(        ^   *->\ 

> 

With  all  the  starvation  in  the  war  torn  countries  of  the  world,  we  cannct 
do  too  muoh  to  aid  these  suffering  people.  Each  and  every  one  must  do  all  we 
possibly  can  to  help.  My  very  best  wishes. 

Eleanor  Roosevelt 

The  success  of  an  international  organization  is  dependent  in  large 
measure  on.  the  support  given  t:  it  by  the  public  as  well  as  by  governments.  In 
1945,  shortly  before  UNRRA  was  created,  Food  For  Freedom  printed  a  popular 
pamphlet  ""'hat  the  United  Nations  Relief  Agreement  Means  to  You",  '"idcly 
distributed  and  quoted,  this  pamphlet  was  used  in  the  early  training  courses 
for  D^RRA'a  field  staff. 

During  the  years  I  served  as  Director  General  of  UNRRA  I  became  more  and 
more  convinced  that  Food  Far  Freedom  was  performing  an  unique  and  outstanding 
service  not  only  for  UNRRA  but  for  the  nation.  At  crucial  periods  it  took  the 
initiative  in  obtaining  joint  action  by  a  large  number  of  national  organizations. 
Furthermore,  through  its  relation  with  government  agencies  and  officials  it 
materially  assisted  UNRRA  on  many  occasions  and  in  various  ways.   In  view  of  the 
world  food  situation  during  the  difficult  months  ahead  I  believe  there  is  urgent 
need  for  Food  For  Freedom  to  continue  *and  to  expand  its  work  and  I  ho  e  that  it 
will  receive  from  the  public  i  le   support  itn:eds  to  carry  on  its  very  useful 
activities  effectively. 

Herbert  H.  Lehman 

Honorary  Chairman  UNRRA  Council 

In  my  opinion,  Food  For  Freedom  has  done  the  most .notable  service  of  any 
civic  organization  operating  in  Washington.   It  has  foreseen  the  coming  of 
famine,  pressed  for  government  action,  awakened  public  opinion,  in  a  wav  "'hi  ch 
has  expressed  the  conscience  of  Aaer-ica, 

Harold  TI,V>etor,  its  Director,  has  been  of  the  greatest  help  to  numbers  of 
the  journalistic  profession,  in  providing  accurate  information  and  a  cleu* 
interpretation  of  the  food  crisis.  I  cay  without  hesitation  this  is  n  -model 
of  wha*  a  people's  agency  in  the  nation's  capital  should  be. 

Raymond  Sv:ing 
News  Coauientator 

H^r.gsr  is  making  ev~r  deeper  inroads  among  the  loople  of  Europe  and  Aola. 
Freedom  end  democracy  for  which  '.3  fought  cannot  survive  when  people  are  enslaved 
by  famine  and  fear.  For  three-  years  Food  ror  Freedom  has  been  in  the  forefront 
of  the  fight  to  prevent  the  impending  food  crisis.   The  full  force  o.'  that 
crisis  is  upon  the  lands  ravaged  by  the  war,  ~vl.   aust  act  to  help  now.  The 
Ar;r.erican  Federal  of  L«bor  is  rroud  to  nledge  its  complete  sumort  to  Fojd  For 
Freedom  which  has  already  done  so  much  and  h!is  so  much  to  do  in  the  crucial 
months  ahead. 

"'illiam  Green 
3rosidentj  American  Federation  of  Lubor 
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STATEMENT  OF  HONORABLE  A3E  FORTAS,  UFEER  SECRETARY  OF  THE  IFTESies — j 

at  the  Emergency  Conference  of  the  !7orld  Food  Crisis   c_  nrn 
August  7,  1945,  Washington,  D.  C. 

;.. 

It  is  most  appropriate  that  you  arc  considering  tonight  world  requirements 
for  fuel  as  well  as  food.  These  arc  the  twe  basic  needs  of  the  world  today.    ,  <■>   **) 
They  arc  the  very  foundations  of  any  recovery  from  the  devastation  resulting  &    S' 
from  the  war.  And  the  problems'  of  food  and  fuel  'ire  so  intcr-rclatcd  that  one 
cannot  be  considered  realistically  without  the  other.  X-D   8  0  <J  ' 

I7e  have  estimated  that  our  production  of  coal  will  be  37  million  tons 'short 
of  what  we  need,  without  consideration  of  coal  which  may  be  supplied  to  the' lib- 
erated countries  of  Europe.  Tic  have  estimated  a  demand  of  655  million  tons,  and 
a  supply  of  618  million  tons.  Uc  have' no  prospect  of  increasing  production  as 
matters  stand  at  this  moment.   In  fact,  we  may  net  be  able  to  do  as  well  as  we 
have  estimated.  The  only  hope  for  increased  domestic  production  is  to  get  mere 
miners,  and  the  only  place  to  get  mere  miners  is  the  Army.  As  you  know  we  have 
asked  the  Army  tc  furlough  30,000  trained  minors  so  that  they  can  be  put  to  work 
in  the  coal  mines. 

The  Solid  Fuels  Administrator,  Mr.  Ickcs,  recently  announced  his  decision  tc 
deplete  our  inadequate  supplies  by  an  additional  six  million  tons  between  now 
and  January  1,  tc  be  sent  tc  the  liberated  countries  cf  Europe.   This  bold  de- 
cision was  made  after  much  thought  and  discussion.  '7c  have  warned  the  Nation 
that  it  may  mean  that  industries  in  this  country  which  are  not  directly  engaged 
in  war  production  may  have  to  be  curtailed.   It  may  even  r.ean  that  the  80  p'cr 
cent  ration  which  we  have  announced  tc  domestic  consumers  will  have  to  be  cut 
somewhat  further.   We  did  net  have  enough  coal  to  go  around  before  wc  started 
shipments  for  the  relief  of  devastated  Europe.  These  shipments  will  leave  us  with 
even  loss  coal. 

But  it  is  our  considered  judgment  that,  in  Secretary  Ickcs'  phrase,  it  is  a 
choice  between  ccal  and  chaos  for  Europe.   Ccal  means  food,  transportation,  cloth- 
ing, and  practically  anything  else  that  ycu  can  narso.  It  is  the  very  basis  of  the 
European  economy — even  more  so  thin  is  true  cf  cur  own  economy. 

TTc  want  the  American  people  tc  know  the  full  implications  of  this  decision. 
T7c  want  everybody  to  know  that  giving' up  six  million  tens  of  coal  -111  hurt  our 
domestic  situation  and  r.ay  hurt  badly,  al though  this  is  less  than  1  per  cent  cf 
our  annual  production;  and  wc  also  want  everybody  to  know  that  six  million  tons 
will  hardly  begin  tc  supply  the  minimum  amount  of  coal  that  Europe  needs.   It  will 
do  no  more  than  to  blunt  the  edge  cf  the  agony  through  which  Europe  must  pass  this 
winter.  However,  wc  can't  dc  any  better.  The  figure  of  six  million  tons  Fas 
arrived  at  on  the  basis  of  the  maximum  estimate  as  to  shipping  which' would  be 
available  between  now  and  the  first  . f  the  year.   In  all  probability,  we  will  not 
get  enough  shipping  to  carry  this  entire  tonnage.  My  best  ostinatc  is  that  we  will 
actually  ship  across  something  between  fcur-and-a-half  ana  five  million  tons. 

VTe  can't  expect  much  assistance  fr-r  European  coal  production  itself.  Tio 
entire  economy  of  Europe  is  disorganized  and  disrupted,  and  even  if  a  miracle  of 
organisation  were  accomplished,  on-ugh  coal  could  net  be  rein.-1,  in  time  to  provide 
Eurepe's  needs  this  winter. 

Perhaps  you  would  like  a  few  hard  facts: 

France,  always  an  importer  of  coal,  is  producing  at  65  per  cent  of  the  -pre- 
war normal  rate. 


INTERNATIONAL  FQ03  COMMISSION 

Digest  of  Proposal  Submitted  to  the  U.S.  Government 
by  Food  For  Freedom,  May  30,  1945 


Food  is  essential  to  consolidate  the  peace.   The  threat  of  increasing  world  food 
shortages  calls  for  prompt  and  effective  action  as  well  as  a  high  degree  of  inter- 
national cooperation.   To  help  meet  during  the  next  two  years  the  basic  food  needs 
in  the  deficit  areas  of  Europe  and  of  Asia  after  liberation,  Food  For  Freedom  re- 
spectfully suggests  the  creation  as  soon  as  possible  of  an  International  Food  Commi- 
ssion. 

■ 

This  body  would  be  temporary  -  possibly  limited  to  a  two  year  period  -  and  might  be 
established  by  executive  agreements  between  governments.   It  would  replace  the 
Combined  Food  Board  and  provide  a  more  democratic  procedure  for  allocations  of  ex- 
portable food  and  agricultural  supplies  by  those  nations  responsible  for  world  secur- 
ity and  representatives  of  other  interested  nations.  Y.D   8  0  9 


.n   8Uf 


The  International  Food  Commission  might  consist  of  a  parent  body  and  five  tfr 
subordinate  Regional  Food  Commission?  which  might  be  Latin  America,  Western  Europe, 
Eastern  Europe  (including  Near  and  Middle  East),  Africa  and  the  Far  East.         vf  *2»"? 

The  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  could  assist  this  commission  in  an  advisory 
capacity,  pending  further  developments  of  the  FAO. 

The  broad  pvirposes  of  the  International  Food  Commission  would  be: 

1,  To  correlate  at  a  high  policy  level  world  food  production  and  distribution  to 
help  alleviate  hunger  in  liberated  nations. 

2,  To  assure  interested  nations  a  voice  in  the  handling  cf  world  and  regional  food 
problems  but  without  authority  over  local  distribution  or  food  policies  except 
over  those  supplies  which  each  nation  considered  exportable. 

3,  To  stimulate  increased  production  of  certain  foods  needed  for  relief  through 
forward  pricing  at  the  prodticer  level  in  any  country  where  these  foods  could  be 
exported  without  detriment  to  its  own  civilians. 

4,  To  allocate  the  exportable  means  of  agri cul tural  rehabilitation  or  expanded  food 
production  -  farm  machinery,  seeds,  fertilizers,  insecticides,  etc.  -  where 
HJrciy  to  be  most  effectively  used  to  overcome  world  food  shortages. 

5,  To  -orovide  the  mechanism  for  effective  procurement  of  desired  quantities  of  foods 
at  fixed  prices  by  countries  in  need  without  corrroetitive  bidding  for  scarce  foods 
with  consequent  disturbance  of  price  levels  to  consumers  in  producing  nations. 

6,  To  apportion  exportable  foods  on  a  basis  cf  need  in-so-far  as  TJNRRA  could  pur- 
chase supplies  for  those  liberated  nations  which  did  not  posses.-- sufficient  re- 
sources. 

7,  To  exnecite  the  movement  of  food  between  continents  and/or  between  countrins. 

The  urgency  of  the  food  situation  in  deficit  areas  will  not  wait  for  the  slow  method 
of  revived  international  trade  and  therefore  governmental  action  is  necessary. 
Serious  rial:  of  disorder  during  the  coming  year  can  only  be  avoided  by  immediate  and 
concerted  efforts  of  the  major  powers. 


Additional  copies  may  b< 
Food  For  Freedom,  Inc. 
1707  H  Street,  N.ff. 
Washington  6.  D.C. 


obtained  from: 


5<f  per  copy  or  lo^er  rati 
quantity 
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SAVE   OUR   DAILY   B  P.  S 


b 


President  Truman  has  pledged  that  we  will  help  "to  the  limits  of 

cur  strength"  to  prevent  starvation  abroad.  Ke  has  now  ashed  us  r\  ft 

"to  conserve  food}  particularly  Dread".  X"D   ** 

,y?F<<, 

Through  heroism  and  death  our  men  have  won  many  "battles.  jX   ~~2M 

"That  these  dead  shall  not  have  died  in*vain" ,  we  must  win  the 
Battle  of  Bread  -  for  hunger  is  democracy1  a  new  enemy. 

General  Eisenhower  said,  "Witnout  food,  there  will  "be  no  peace," 


Every  household,  every  American  can  help  save  Dread  for  the  ten 
to  fifteen  million  facing  starvation  overseas. 

Buy  less,  bake  less,  waste  less  -  bread,  cares  and  wheat  products 
until  the  Battle  of  Bread  is  also  won. 

One  slice  of  bread  wasted  per  household  per  week  during  the  next 
six  critical  months  means  1,000,000  loaves  lost  in  the  U.S.  that 
might  have  saved  the  lives  of  victims  of  the  war. 


Send  your  pledge  to;  The  President,  The  White  House,  Washington,  D.C, 


SAVE  OUH  DAILY  BP.EAD 


In  response  to  the  President's  request  to  help  prevent 
starvation  overseas 

I  voluntarily  pledge  to  conserve 'food  and  to  buy  less,  bake 
less,  waste  less  -  bre?.d,  cake,  wheat  products. 

I  will  conscientiously  attempt  to  conserve  during  the  next 
six  months,  or  while  the  emergency  exists,  about  a  quarter  of  the 
wheat  products  our  household  is  accustomed  to  use. 


(Signature) 
"(Street  Ad  ire  as) 


(lite)  (City  and  State) 


Suggestion  for  Action  "by  Churches  ^    J-^ 

SEARS  OUR  DAILY  5R5AD  &~  QFC  >  ftO 

The  President's  statement  of  .February  6  calling  for  cooperation  of  the 
American  people  to  meet  the  food  crisis  abroad  appears  to  give  the  churches  a  unique 
opportunity  for  leadership  as  well  as  service  in  averting  starvation  overseas. 

The  national  church  organizations  might  initiate  through  their  member  churches 
a  "Share  Our  Daily  Bread"  campaign.  Churches  would  appeal  directly  to  the  members  of 
their  congreations  to  sign  a  pledge  to  reduce  their  purchases  of  bread  by  a  definite 
proportion.   Such  a  campaign  could  be  based  upon  the  President's  statement  of  Feb- 
ruary 6  asking  for  a  "vigorous  campaign  to  secure  the  full  cooperation  of  all  con- 
sumers in  conserving  food,  particularly  bread".   It  would  serve  directly  to  facili- 
tate "the  cooperation  of  retailers  and  other  distributers  in  informally  rationing", 
which  he  then  announced  the  government  was  requesting. 

Churches  might  further  be  asked  to  send  either  '. 
had  signed  this  pledge  to  the  President,  to  their  Senator,  to  their  Congressman  and 
to  the  local  press.   The  churches  might  also  suggest  that  individual  signers  send 
pledges  or  write  letters  to  the  President.   "Tear-off"  slips  or  postcards  could  be 
utilized  for  this  purpose.  All  of  this  would  provide  concrete  evidence  of  sunuort 
for  policies  of  sacrifice  in  order  to  feed  \uider-nourished  peoples  and  would  stimu- 
late further  progress  in  adopting  such  policies. 

Such  a  campaign  would  be  relatively  easy  to  initiate  rapidly  upon  a  wide 
scale  in  view  of  its  simplicity.   It  needs  no  new  national  committee;  any  denomina- 
tion or  local  church  could  -participate  in  its  own  way.   The  only  points  requiring 
any  special  planning  appear  to  be  the  proportion  and  methods  "oy  which  signers  of  the 
pledge  would  agree  to  limit  bread  purchases.  Despite  its  simplicity,  such  action  by 
churches  on  a  nation-wide  scale  could  produce  a  number  of  highly  beneficial  results. 
Among  there  would  be: 

1.  Decrease  ptirchases  of  oread  in  communities.  This  ".'ould  lead  distributors 
to  order  less  bread  from  bakers,  lead  bakers  to  use  less  flour,  and  so  make 
more  flour  and  wheat  available  for  shipment  to  ceoples  overseas  threatened 
with  starvation. 

2.  Fiesult  in  similar  action  on  the  part  of  lay  organizations,  such  as  YMCA, 
YT7CA,  University  ^omen,  Rotarians,  Labor  Unions,  veterans  and  colleges. 

3.  Show  the  President  and  Congress  that  widespread  support  for  sharing  our 
food  supplies  with  under-nourished  peoples  abroad  actually  exists. 

4.  Uidespread  publicity,  including  sermons  on  this  issixe  reported  in  the 
press  and  on  the  radio,  bring  ho'ne  to  the  American  people  the  need  to  make 
sacrifices  to  help  feed  others. 

5.  Tend  towards  a  reversal  of  the  moral  slump  and  increasing  selfishness 
which  has  developed  since  the  end  of  hostilities.  The  idealism  so  widespread 
auoni-  the  American  people  only  needs  to  be  set  in  motion  by  practical  means 
to  come  to  the  fore. 

5.   Knowledge  in  5;.rone  of  such  a  campaign  on  the  part  of  or.r  churches  would 
help  restore  some  of  the  faith  in  America  which  has  been  lost  in  recent  months. 

7.   This  initiative  by  the  churches  would  give  them  a  new  leadership  in  their 
communities  as  well  as  in  the  nation  as  a  whole,  ^len  it  becomes  a  question 
of  sharing  bread  that  others  may  eat,  it  is  appropriate  that  the  churches 
should  lead  the  way. 


( 

SUMMARY  OF  FACTS  ON  THE  EUROPEAN  FOOD  SITUATION 

6'  DEi  M  3^X-D    80  9 

Europe's  Needs;  4  ,    . — 

It  seems  probable  that  Europe  faces  worse  food  shortages  this  coming  winter 
than  any  it  experienced  during  Nazi  occupation.  This  bleak  -prospect  is  attri- 
butable primarily  to  the  great  decline  in  European  agriculture,  which  formerly 
supplies  90  per  cent  of  the  Continent's  food  needs.  This  crisis  is  intensified 
by  inadequate  arrangements  for  emergency  imports  of  food.  Fertilizer  is  scarce, 
manpower  and  animal  power  are  inadequate,  military  operations  have  left  their 
mark,  and  above  all,  transportation  i3  in  so  chaotic  a  state  that  food  often  can- 
not move  from  farm  to  city.   The  general  disorganization  of  economic  life  has  had 
a  deep  effect  on  food  supplies. 

The  European  food  crisis  can  be  solved  ultimately  only  by  restoration  of 
food  production  on  the  Continent  itself,  but  according  to  both  American  and  foreign 
experts,  food  production  cannot  be  normal  until  1947  at  the  earliest.  Hence,  the 
Continent  is  faced  with  a  temporary  shortage  that  can  be  met  only  by  emergency 
imports.  Altogether  it  is  estimated  that  European  food  supplies  this  year  are 
over  20  million  tons  below  what  they  were  before  the  war.  In  the  first  place, 
European  production  has  declined  by  14  to  16  million  tons.   Secondly,  imports, 
which  before  the  war  amounted  to  10  million  tons  (counting  the  food  equivalent 
of  imported  animal  feeds)  have  fallen  off  to  only  about  4  or  5  million  tons. 
Considering  this  great  shortage,  it  appears  that  Europe  needs  imports  of  at  least 
15  million  tons  during  the  12  month  period  beginning  in  September.  Such  an 
amount  would,  of  course,  not  restore  pre-war  levels  of  consumption;  it  would  merely 
provide  the  absolute  minimum  to  prevent  death  or  debility.  The  greatest  need 
will  bo  felt  from  mid-December  to  April.  The  total  of  15  million  tons  might  be 
apportioned  as  follows  among  various  major  groups  of  food; 


MINIMUM  NEEDS  OF  CONTINENTAL  EUROPE  ^ST  OF  THE  USSR  FOR  IMPORTED  FOOT)  DURING 

THE  PERIOD  SEPTEMBER  1,  1945  -  AUGUST  31,  1946 

Short  tons  Percentage  of  total 

Grain  and  grain  products  9,750,000  65 

Meat  1,050,000  7 

Fish  600,000  4 

Dairy  products  900,000  6 

Edible  fats  and  oils  1,050,000  7 

Dried  peas  and  beans  750,000  5 

Sugar  450,000  3 

Miscellaneous  450,000  3 

TOTAL  15,000,000  100 


The  5,250,000   tons  of  non-grain  foods  represent  the  minimum  amount  necessary 
for  a  continent  long  deprived  of  protective  foods. 


Resolution  for  Government  Action  to 
STOP  TES  'l'\BCH  0?  JUMISl 

Because  millions  face  famine  now  and  in  the  months  to  come; 

Became  food  shipped  from  the  United  States  has  not  been  nronortional 

to   the  ne«ds  or  to  what  we  could  have  provided; 

Because  we  are  convinced  that  most  American*  are  prepared  to  make  real 

sacrifices  to  end  starvation; 

IS "ecause  this  is  necessary  for  tne  establishment  of  peace; 

We  urge  our  government  not  only  to  double,  where  possible  its  famine 
ener^ncv  program  of  immediate  shipments  but  also  to  increase  production  ox 
foods  reked  for  relief  and  to  obtain,  by  requisition  if  necessary,  for  pur- 
chase by  other  governments  and  UKBBA  during  the  coming  year  a  much  larger 
% ortion  of  our  abundant  food  supply  than  has  been  made  available  during 
the  ^ast  year  and  to  provide  for  consumer  rationing  to  assure  fair  distri- 

©butio'at  roi  of  any  foods  made  scarce  by  this  action,  at  the  same  time 
sa'eguaraint  the  interests  of  farmers,  workers  and  employers  who  may  Buffer 
disadvantage  by  this  all-out  effort  to  stop  the  march  of  famine. 

******** 

Action  supporting  this  resolution  if  taken  before  May  20  should  be  sent  to: 
Pood  Tor  Freedom,  Inc. 

1002  11th  Street,  H. W.  X-D   80  9 

Washington  1,  D.C,  QjxrV-l 

If  after  this  date,  send  directly  to: 

President  Ha|ry  S.  Truman  j»  -?  *"[ 

The  White  House  ^C     ' 

Washington,  D.C. 

Actio*  rill  be  taken  by  national  organizations  at  the  Conference  For  action 
to  Stop  the  March  of  Famine,  Kay  22,  1946  but  other  endorsements  oi  tne  re- 
solution will  greatly  strengthen  the  evidence  of  public  opinion. 


Resolutions  Aaoptea  at 
Conference  for  Action  to  Stop  the  March  of  Famine 


Sponsored  "by  Food  For  freedom 

1002  Eleventh  Street,  B.W,  "^  £"  \     \o 

Washington  1,  B.C. 
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1.  RESOLVED,  that  we  "believe  that  the  amount  of  food  made  available  for 
export  by  the  United  States  during  June,  Jrly  and  August  should  be 
greatly  increased  and  doubled,  wherever  possible,  in  order  to  help  fill 
the  gap  between  the  irreducible  requirements  and  the  available  supplies. 

2.  RESOLVED,  that  we  urge  either  the  establishment  of  an  International 

Pood  Commission  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Food  and  Agriculture 
Organization  of  the  United  Nations,  or  the  assumption  of  the  same  func- 
tion by  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  if  its  charter  is  suitably 
revised. 

?.,  RESOLVED,  that  UKRRA  or  a  similar  agency  should  be  assured  until  the 
emergency  is  over. 

4.  RESOLVED,  that  a  program  should  be  adopted  to  assure  the  maximum  pro- 
duction of  food  needed  during  the  world  food  emergency. 

5.  RESOLVED,  that  government  controls  over  food  distribution  and  price  ceil- 
ings over  essential  foods  should  be  retained  and,  where  necessary,  re- 
imposed,  at  least  until  the  1947  crop  is  in. 

6.  RESOLVED,  that  rationing  should  be  resumed  as  soon  as  practicable,  so 
that  the  foods  needed  to  prevent  starvation  overseas  are  available  and 
that  there  can  be  a  fair  distribution  of  short  supplies  to  the  American 
people. 

These  resolutions  were  adopted  as  forms  of  additional  government  action 
which  might  be  taken  and  were  presented  to  President  Truman  by  a  delegation 
from  the  conference. 

Action  by  any  organizations  which  approve  and  have  not  yet  adopted  either 
these  specific  resolutions,  or  the  more  genera"1  one  given  below,  would  have 
great  value  in  showing  the  growing  interest  of  ihe  public.  Reports  of  such 
action  should  be  sent  directly  to  President  Truman  at  the  White  House. 

"Because  millions  face  famine  now  and  in  the  months  to  come; 

Because  food  shipped  from  the  United  States  has  not  been  proportional 

to  the  needs  or  to  what  we  could  have  provided; 

Because  we  are  convinced  that  most  Americans  are  nreparod  to  make  real 

sacrifices  to  end  starvation; 

And  because  this  is  necessary  for  the  establishment  of  peace; 

TTe  urge  our  government  not  only  to  double,  where  possible,  its  famine 
emergency  program  of  immediate  shipments  but  also  to  increase  production  of 
foods  needed  for  relief  and  to  obtain,  by  requisition,  if  necessary,  for  pur- 
chase  by  other  governments  and  USBRA  during  the  coming  year  a  much  larger 
proportion  of  our  abundant  food  supply  than  has  been  made  available  during 
the  past  year,  and  to  provide  for  consumer  rationing  to  assure  fair  distri- 
bution at  home  of  any  foods  made  scarce  by  this  actior ,  at  the  same  time 
safeguarding  the  interests  of  farmers,  workers  and  employers  who  may  suffer 
disadvantage  by  this  all-out  effort  to  stop  the  march  of  famine." 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  THE  SCHOOL  IUFCK  PROGFAM  FOR  lgjgdi§ 

Statement  submitted  by  Harold  Weston,  Executive  Director,. .Food- For  Freedom,  Inc. 
To  the  Agriculture  Sub-Committee  of  the  Rouse  Committee  on  Appropriations 

Anril  25,  19^7 
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My  name  is  Harold  Weston.  I  am  the  Executive  Director  of  Food  For  Freedom.   ^  '  *& 
The  organization  I  represent  is  a  non-profit  educational  citizens  committee,      ~  g, 
incorporated  in  the  District,  on  March  6,  19^3.  Mrs.  Dwight  W.  Morrow  was  one  *f  J>    \ 
of  its  founders  and  President  for  the  first  three  years.  Food  For  Freedom  was 
created  to  encourage  the  most  effective  use  of  food  to  win  the  war  and  to  se- 
cure the  peace. 

Although  Food  For  Freedom  has  a  very  small  membership,  it  has  mobilized  for  col- 
lective action  at  critical  times  large  national  organizations  with  a  combined 
membership  of  over  fifty  million  Americans.  It  has  on  occasion  "been  the  spokes- 
man for  these  organizations  to  the  President  and  high  government  officials. 
Turing  the  war  Food  For  Freedom  concentrated  on  food  -nroblems  within  the  US. 
Since  the  war  we  have  become  most  closely  associated  with  international  food  and 
relief  problems.  We  have,  however,  never  lost  sight  of  the  needs  of  Americans. 
For  the  past  year  and  a  half  we  have  issued  '■•eekly  bulletins  on  :'ood  and  inter- 
national relief.  These  releases  go  to  200  of  the  leading  Press  and  iudio  com- 
mentators also  to  700  organization  and  community  leaders  throughout  the  country. 

This  brief  description  of  our  purposes  and  activities  is  made  because  the  name 
of  Food  For  Freedom  is  not  well  known  by  most  members  of  Congress.  We  have 
strictly  adhered  to  the  principle  of  not  attempting  to  propagandize  Congress  and 
have  testified  before  very  few  Congressional  Committees. 

When  Congress  approved  membership  of  the  United  States  in  the  F^od  and  Agricul- 
ture Organization  of  the  United  Nations  it  thereby  solemnly  pledged  that  the 
United  States  Government  would  "raise  the  levels  of  nutrition  and  the  standards 
of  living  of  its  people".  The  United  States  also  undertook  "to  renort  periodi- 
cally on  the  steps  it  has  taken  and  the  progress  made  toward  the  objectives"  of 
the  FAO.  How  does  the  record  stand? 

The  School  Lunch  Program  is,  I  believe,  the  only  large  nation-wide  project  for 
which  the  Congress  appropriates  monies  to  assist  the  States  to  better  the  die- 
tary level  of  Americans. 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  high  level  of  food  consumption  in  the  United  States 
especially  during  the  past  year  when  so  many  people  in  the  world  were  suffering 
from  acute  and  continued  lack  of  adequate  food.  Food  consum-oticr.  statistics 
usually  are  based  on  food  disappearance.  That  makes  little  or  no  allowance  for 
who  gets  how  much  of  the  available  food  within  a  country.   The  fact  is  that  a 
great  many  Americans  overeat  while  at  least  a  third  of  our  population  remains 
poorly  nourished  even  when  fond  is  plentiful. 

Ever--  survey  of  children's  diets  in  every  part  of  our  country  during  the  last 
fifteen  years  has  shown  thp  high  percentage  of  those  who  obtain  totally  inade- 
quate diets.  The  reasons  i'jr  this  are  twofold.  The  lower  income  groups  are 
abie  to  purchase  too  little  to  feed  their  children.   These  children  are  under- 
nourished. More  imnortant  still,  food  tastes  and  habits  are  developed  in  child- 
hood. Children  are  taught  to  like  what  their  -oarents  like.  A  great  many 
African  parents  have  not  known  her-''  to  balance  meals  for  pro-ner  health  and  devel- 
opment. Their  children  are  malnourished.   In  either  case,  the  young  men  and 
women  of  our  nation,  the  backbone  of  America,  become  physically,  mentally  and 
emotionally  weakened. 


FOOD  FCB  FREEDOM  —  AHESICA'S  RESPONSIBILITY  TODAY  AID  fOKOBEQW. 


•£  UO 


by  Matthew  Toll  '"   ;': 

Vice  President,  American  Federation  of  Labor 

'From  a  speech  delivered  at  Food  Per  Freedom  meeting  on  the 
world  food  emergency  in  ITew  York,  April  25,  1945) 
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ITever  before  in  recorded  history  has  the  same  fear  obsessed  the  mind's  of  '^ 

nearly  a  third  of  the  human  race.  Not  the  fear  of  shelling  and  strafing  not  fe 
fear  of  destruction  of  war,  not  the  fear  of  atomic  bomb,  hut  the  mora  immediate  and 
personal  fear  of  starvation,  the  slow,  irrevocable,  horrible  and  hopeless  v-ith  from 
aunger,  Empty  stomachs,  ailing  children  and  bare  larders  already  acutely  impress 
upon  one-fifth  of  the  people  in  the  world  today  the  rapidly  augmenting  terror  or 

famine.  Millions  of  people  know  that  the  VThite  Horseman  of  the  Apocalypse death 

rears  over  them  and  their  childr:  .  during  the  next  few  months,  next  winter  or  soon 
after.   They  know  that  death  wil  l  claim  them,  if  not  from  starvation  from  tuber- 
culosis and  other  effects  of  th  catastrophic  world  shortage  of  food  unless  there  is 
clear  recognition  by  all  nations  that  concerted,  cooperative  action  must  exte-d  over 
a  period  of  at  least  two  years. 

It  is  hard  indeed  for  Americans  with  ample  supplies  of  food  in  spito  of  cer- 
tain local  or  temporary  shortages,  to  realize  the  imminence  of  mass  starvation,  row 
of  us,  except  those  held  in  the  enemy  prison  camps,  have  experienced  real  hunger. 
Perhaps,  because  even  through  the  most  critical  days  of  the  war,  Americans  knew  no 
real  privation  from  lack  of  food,  there  seems  to  be  a  tendency  in  Washington  to 
underrate  the  willingness  of  our  citizens  to  give  up  food  for"  relief  abroad.   I  am 
sure  that  the  vast  majority  of  the  working  people  of  America  as  well  as  all'others 
are  not  only  willing  but  anxious  to  help.  But  they  look  to  th"  government  to  make 
sure  that  the  necessary  food  is  released  for  relief  at  the  source  to  arrange  for  a 
iair  distribution  of  what  is  left  and  to  explain  more  clearly  and  exactlv  ir  what 
ways  they  can  help. 

On  March  1,  President  Truman  appointed  a  Famine  Emergency  Co-^ittep   *he 
primary  purpose  of  this  Committee  is  to  conduct  a  national  campaign  to  develop  pub- 
lic support  for  a  voluntary  program  to  conserve  food  for  relief  abroad   Without  a 
concerted  voluntary  effort  of  all  Americans  there  can  be  no  real  conservation  -o 
planned  extension  of  victory  gardens,  no  sense  of  personal  contribution  to  those  in 
need. 

But  how  can  the  voluntary  effort  of  the  average  individual  Am-r^ca-  be  b^st 
related  to  the  work  of  the  government?   Should  this  include  the  resumption  of  ration- 
ing o*  scarce  foods  here  at  home?   The  honest  answer  and  the  realistic  ans-er  would" 
to  res,  were  it  not  for  the  time  element  involved.   There  is  an  acute  need  *c~ 
bread  ar.d  all  kinds  of  cereal  products.   There  is  a  desperate  need  for  fats  and  oils 
an-  an  increasing  need  for  more  neat.   It  is  these  foods  whose  equitable  distributor 
here  is  essential  to  enable  us  tc  ulfill  our  obligation  to  help  save  humar  life  a-d  " 
prevent  social,  economic  and  r>ol  leal  upheavals  abroad  wi*hir  the  r-ext  fw;  mortis"1 
and  especially  next  winter.  T7i"  .  full  public  understanding  of  what  is  a*  stake  I  an 
confident  Americans  will  respond  quickly  ari  completely  to^do  whatever  -a-  be  essen- 
tial :or  tne  sake  of  our  own  children  in  the  years  tc  come. 

In  saying  this  I  express  not  only  the  interest  of  Food  For  Freedom  rut  also  of 
tne  American  Federation  of  Labor  and  of  Labor's  Lea.-ue  fo-  Euraa^  Eights   mMs  in- 
terest is  not  merely  humanitarian.   re  believe  that  the  welfare  of  roridnr  men  and 
women  in  any  nation  and  the  prosperity  of  employers  and  all  others  is  dependent  in 
large  measure  on  the  well-being  of  the  people  in  ether  lands  and  upon  social  and  eco- 
nomic ^ability in  those  countries.  One  U.  S.  official  coming  from  a  recert  policv 
meeting  remarked:   »We  have  to  decide  how  much  or  how  little  is  to  be  sent  to  Japan, 
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Prepared  for  Conference  for  Action  to  Stop  the  March  of  Famine  .M  ~>    I  \C 
Sponsored  by  Food  For  Freedom,  May  22,  1946  v>  v  \  \ 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  R3LIBF  IN  1947 

6-  Dl  C 

The  subject  may  be  presented  with  these  questions: 

1.  Should  UNRRA  be  extended  to  administer  relief  in  1947? 

2.  Should  its  operations  be  transfered  to  some  other  agency  of  the  United  Nations? 

3.  Should  relief  be  handled  by  each  nation  independently? 

Chronoligic-illy  we  have  this  situation; 

la  The  occupied  countries  were  promised  relief  and  rehabilitation  assistance 
as  a  war  obligation. 

2.  The  United  Nations  decided  to  fulfill  that  obligation  through  UNRRA.  This 
obligation  was  for  temporary  naeda  caused  by  the  war  so  UNRRA  was  a  temporary 
agency  from  its  inception  in  1943. 

3.  In  July  1945  the  UNRRA  Council  decided  to  terminate  its  operations  in  Europe 
by  December  31,  1946  and  in  the  Far  Fjast  on  April  1,  1947.  The  U,  S.  Congress 
imposed  similar  termination  conditions  on  its  contributions  to  UNRRA. 

4.  Because  of  drought  and  other  conditions  it  is  now  clearly  apparent  that 
temporary  war-ca used  need*  will  be.  required  in  1947, 

5.  The  conditions  which  led  the  United  Nations  to  create  UNRRA  still  exist  and 
will  exist  in  1947,   The  need  is  there-  it  is  war  relief  -  it  is  temporary  - 
and  it  should  be  handled  by  an  international  agency.   Operations  by  an 
international  agency  enable  equal  sharing  of  the  burden  -  decrease  the  dan- 
gers of  mixing  relief  with  politics,  and  orov.ide  moans  for  international 
cooperation,   Congress  properly  rejected  last  fall  proposals  to  have  U.  S. 
contributions  handled  unilaterally  by  a  purely  U.  S.  Agency. 

6.  Therefore  every  reason  exists  for  continuing  UNRRA  unless  it  can  be  shown 
that  some  other  international  agency  will  administer  operations  more 
efficiently  or  will  receive  greater  contributions. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  this  Conference  go  on  record  as  favoring 
extension  of  UNRRA  to  handle  relief  operations  in  1947  with  additional  contri- 
butions from  all  member  nations  including  the  United  States  unless  the  United 
Nations  is  prepared  to  recommend  transfer  of  UNRRA  operations  to  some  other 
international  agency  of  the  United  Nations  in  time  to  assure  that  operations 
will  be  financed  and  that  the  transfer  will  not  create  confusion  and  delay  in 
administering  relief  in  the  critical  period  in  the  winter  and  spring  of  1947. 
If  an  international  agency  were  established,  it  should  be  broad  enough  to  cover 
all  necessary  forms  of  rehabilitation  and  not  restricted  to  food  alone.  More- 
over, we  believe  that  the  appropriate international  agency  could  be  un  operating 
^^     ad junct te  F.A.O.  and  under  its  general  supervision,  not  requiring  a  change  in 
its  charter. 
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EXPORT  COrTROL  ACT  AFP  .RELATED  MEASURES 
Submitted  "by  Harold  Weston,  Executive  Director  of  Pood  For  Freedom, Inc. 

May  22,  19^7  X-D   8  0  9 

*)A  cT  F-  i 

To  the  Senate  Coinmittee  on  the  Judiciary- 
Export  controls,  exoort  priorities  and  import  restrictions  seem  to  us  ^   l^ 

of  vital  importance  not  only  for  carrying  out  relief  nrograms  overseas 
as  authorized  "by  Congress  "but  in  fact  for  economic  recovery  abroad.  We 
realize  exoort  priorities  and  innort  controls  require  separate  legis- 
lation for  the  coming  fiscal  year  and  are  not  as  yet  under  consideration 
by  your  committee. 

Export  controls  have  "been  the  method  that  the  United  States  G-overnment  as 
a  member  of  the  International  Emergency  Food  Council  has  used  to  implement 
its  agreements  with  other  nations  as  to  fair  distribution  of  basic  vrorld 
food  supplies  which  are  insufficient  to  meet  urgent  world  needs.   The 
only  other  effective  system  to  carry  out  this  commitment  would  be  for  the 
United  States  Government  to  become  the  sole  purchasing  agent  within  the 
United  States  for  such  commodities.  This  would  obviously  reauire  far 
greater  restrictions  and  interference  with  normal  trade  channels  than  ex- 
port controls. 

One  of  the  greatest  dangers  threatening  our  economy  is  the  tremendous 
inflationary  pressures  due  to  short  vrorld  supnly  of  consumer  goods.  With- 
out exoort  controls  the  needs  of  other  countries  will  act  as  an  irresis- 
tible lever  towards  rising  -orices  for  our  o'-'n  consumers  and  augment  in 
other  countries  the  present  degree  of  inflation  which  is  undermining 
economic  recovery.   Consumers  do  not  want  inflation.   If  the  Congress  re- 
moves export  controls  and  lets  the  full  force  of  the  needs  of  other  Govern- 
ments desperately  anrious  to  provide  for  the  essential  food  reouirements 
of  their  populations  fall  troon  our  markets,  resultant  disastrous  "orice 
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Called  by  Food  For  Freedom 
Washington,  D.  C. 
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American  Association  for  the  United 

Nat  i  ens 
American  Association  of  University  Women 
American  Federation  of  Labor 
American  Friends  Service  Committee 
American  Eome  Economics  Association 
American  Jewish  Congress 
American  Library  Association 
American  Lutheran  Church 
American  Slav  Congress 
Americans  United  for  World  Government 
American  Women's  Congress 
American  Women's  Voluntary  Association 

Brethren  Service  Committee 

Christian  Churches 

Church  League  for  Industrial  Democracy 

Congress  of  American  Women 

Congress  of  Industrial  Organizations 

Congress  of  Women's  Auxiliaries  of  CIO 

Consultative  Peace  Council 

Consumers  Union  of  the  U.  S. 

Council  for  Social  Action 

Council  of  State  Governments,  The 

Federal  Council  of  Churches 

Federal  Union,  Inc. 

Fellowship  of  Reconciliation 

Friends  Committee  on  national  Legislation 

Friends  Pco.ce  Committee 

Future  Farmers  of  America 

General  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs 

Independent  Citizens  Committee  of  Arts, 

Sciences  and  Professions 
India  Famine  Emergency  Committee 


Joint  Council  for  International  Coopera- 
tion 

Methodist  Federation  for  Socia  Service 

National  Association  for  Advancement  of 
Colored  People 

Kational  Catholic  Welfare  Conference 

National  CIO  Community  Service 

National  Conference  of  Catholic  Chari- 
ties 

National  Congress  of  Parents  and 
Teachers 

National  Council  of  Catholic  Women 

National  Council  of  Jewish  Women 

National  Council  of  Women 

National  Council  of  the  WMCA 

National  Farmers  Union 

National  Federation  of  Business  and 
Professional  Women's  Clubs 

National  Federation  of  Settlements 

National  Federation  of  Temple  Sister- 
hoods 

National  League  of  Women  Shoppers 

National  League  of  Women' Voters 

National  Peace  Conference 

National  Urban  League 

New  Farmers  of  America 

Post  War  World  Council 

Refugee  Relief  Trustees 

Social  Action  Committee 
Socialist  Party,  The 

Union  for  Democratic  Action 
Unitarian  Service  Committee 


International  Ladies  Garment  Workers  Union   United  Council  of  Church  Women 
International  Organization  of  Lion's  Clubs   United  Office  and  Professional  Workers 


International  Fescue  and  Relief  Committee 
International  Union  of  marine  and  Ship- 
building Workers  of  America 
Institute  of  World  Organization 


UrPted  Packinghouse  Workers  of 

America,  CIO 
United  Public  Workers  of  America 


Jewish  Labor'  Committee 


Women's  Action  Committee 

Women's  Division,  Democratic  National 

Committee 
Women's  International  League  for  Peace 
and  Freedom 
In  addition,  eighteen  regional  and  local  organizations  sent  representatives. 


FACT  SHEET  Oil  FOOD  c 

(Prepared  by  Pood  for  Freedom)'       5~  L>LC 
EUROPE'S  NEED  •  £.Q      8  0  9" 

©Prom  many  parts  of  Europe  reports  are  coming  which  indicate  that  tMai^  ^    »    W 
continent  faces  a  winter  of  greater  hunger  than  any  it  experienced  under  Hazi  .  .  ,1 

domination.     This  bleak  prospect   is  attributable  to  primarily  the  great  decline 
in  European  agriculture,   which  formerly  supplied  90  per  cent  of  the  Continent's 
food  needs.     Fertilizer  is  scarce,   manpower  and  animal  power  are  inadequate, 
military  operations  have  left  their  mark,    and  above  all,   transportation  is   in 
so  chaotic  a  state  that   food  often  cannot  move  from  farm  to  city.     The  general 
disorganisation  of  economic  life  has  had  a  deep  effect  on  food  supplies.     For 
example,   the  lack  of  coal   in  Holland  prevents  pumping  of  the  flooded  areas,   and 
this  keeps  Dutch  food  production  from  reviving.     Among  the  reasons  for  the  coal 
shortage   is  the   inadequacy  of  the  miners*   diets, 

A  recent  UHHRA  delegation  to  Poland  reported: 

Only  three  hogs  have  been  seen  by  the  delegation  on  the  entire  trip. 
More  than  98  per  cent   of  the  field  work  is  being  done  by  hand  and  with 
one-horse  equipment.      In  Breslau  area  only  20  per  cent  of  the  land  was 
planted  for  1945  and  of  this  approximately  60  per  cent  only  being 
harvested  due  to  mines  and  lack  of  equipment. 

Official  Norwegian  statistics  reveal  that   in  May  of  this  year  milk  pro* 
duct ion  was  only  39  per  cent  of  the  pre-war  output,   and  was  19  per  cent   lower 
than  the  1944  output.     France,    in  pre-war  years  almost   self-sufficient   in  food, 
is  producing  this  year  only  72  per  cent  of  what  she  ate  before  the  war.     Altogether, 
it   is  estimated  that  European  food  supplies   this  year  are  over  20  million  tons 
below  what  they  were  before  the  war.     In  the  first  place,  European  production  has 
declined  by  14  to  16  million  tons.     Secondly,    imports,   which  before  the  war  amount- 
ed to  10  million  tons  (counting  the  food  equivalent  of  imported  animal  feeds) 
have  fallen  off  to   only  about  4  or  5  million  tons.     Considering  this  great  snort- 
age,    it  appears  that  Europe  needs   imports   of  at  least  15  million  short  tons  during 
the  12  mont'i  period  beginning  in  September.     Such  an  amount  would  of  course  not 
rer.tore  pre-war  levels  of  consumption;    it  would  merely  provide  the  absolute 
minimum  to  prevent   death  or  debility.     The  greatest  need  will  be  felt  from  Decem- 
ber on,   after  this  year's  harvest  has  been  largely  consumed.     The  total  of  15 
million  tens  might  be  apportioned  as  follows  among  various  major  groups  of  food: 


MINIMUM  NEEDS  OF  CONTINENTAL  EUEOPI  TEST  OF  THE  USSB  FOR  IMPORTED  FOOD  DURING 
THE  PERIOD  SEPTEMBER  1,    1945  -  August   31,    1946 


Short  tons  Percentage  of  total 


\l. 


{eat  1,050,000  7 

Pish  600,000  4 

Dairy  products  900,000  6 

Edible  fats  and  oils  1.050,000  7 

Grain  and  grain  products  9,750,000  65 

Dried  peas  and  beans  750,000  5 

Sugar  ~  450,000  3 

Miscellaneous  450,000  3 

Total  15,000,000  100 


From:     H.  Y." He raid-Tribune"     (August  19,  1945) 
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FOOD  CRISIS  IN  EUROPE  FEARED  £(;.. 

IF  U.  S.  ABOLISHES  RATIONING 


SJfFb 


Harold  Weston,  of  Food  for  Freedom,  Says  Many- 
Groups  Are  Dismayed;  To  Date  U.  N,  R.  R.  A. 
Has  Bought  Practically  No  Meat  Here 


By  Dorothy  Dunbar  Bromley 

WASHINGTON,  Aug.  18— Predictions  made  in  the  press,  following  the  cancellation 
of  the  printing  of  ration  hook  5,  that  there  vill  he  an  early  end  to  all  food 
rationing,  have  dismayed  groups  here  concerned  vith  the  food  crisis  in  Europe, 
Harold  Weston,  director  of  Food  for  Freedom,  said  in  an  interview  yesterday. 

Food  for  Freedom,  of  which  Mrs.  Dwight  W.  Morrow  is  president,  was  organized 
in  1943  with  offices  at  1707  H  Street,  N.  W.  Washington.  The  chairman  of  the  board 
of  directors  is  William  Allen  Neilson  and  its  members  include  Mrs,  Henry  Goddard 
Leach,  Miss  Elizabeth  Eastman,  Matthew  Wohl,  James  Carey,  Monsignor  John  0 'Grady, 
James  G.  Patton  and  others. 

At  an  emergency  conference  held  in  Washington  Aug.  7,  under  the  sponsorship  of 
Food  for  Freedom  and  Americans  United  for  World  Organization,  sixty-nine  leading 
church,  women's,  educational,  farm  and  labor  organizations  were  represented.  The 
conference  voted  to  establish  a  Joint  working  group  so  that  all  interested  organ- 
izations can  put  on  a  concerted  national  drive  to  get  food  to  the  liberated 
countries . 

"There  is  a  real  danger,"  Mr.  Weston  explained,  "that  the  food  which  the  Army 
is  now  giving  up  will  be  turned  back  to  civilians  in  its  entirety."  The  Army, 
he  said,  has  "quite  a  stock-pile  of  meat."  In  1944  it  took  16  per  cent  of  the 
total  supply,  civilians  had  BO  per  cent  and  4  per  cent  was  shipped  abroad.  This 
year,  if  the  war  had  continued,  it  was  expected  that  the  Army  would  take  17  per 
cent  and  civilians  77  per  cent,  leaving  6  per  cent  for  foreign  consumption.  At 
the  end  of  the  first  quarter,  due  to  the  scarcity  here,  all  meat  shipments  were 
stopped. 

Civilian  Supplies  Up 

While  the  country's  meat  supplies  have  not  been  well  distributed,  the  civilian 
consumption  in  July  was  at  the  rate  of  124  pounds  a  person  a  year,  as  compared  with 
115  pounds  last  January  and  148  pounds  last  year.  This  fall.even  without  includ- 
ing Army  cut-backs,  the  figure  will  rise  to  140  pounds,  or  13^  pounds  more  a 
person  a  year  than  we  had  in  MSS-^. 

If  we  were  to  send  to  Europe  a  minimum  of  the  meat  it  needs,  Mr.  Weston  added, 
our  civilian  supplies  would  still  allow  an  annual  per  capita  consumption  rate  of 
135  pounds  this  fall. 

A  small  percentage  of  meat  has  been  shipped  to  European  countries  like  France, 
the  Low  Countries  and  Norway,  which  did  not  ask  for  food  supplies  from  the  United 
Nations  Relief  and  Rehabilitation  Administration.  But  it  is  not  generally  known, 
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What  Har,  Been  Done  n      p  Q  © 

During  the  past  three  and  a  half  years  the  servicer,  of  Food  for  \X  £  r  \o 
Freedom  have  teen  increasingly  useful  to  a  great  many  national 
organizations. 

By  means  of  a  weekly  news  service,  provided  for  200  -oress 
and  radio  commentators  and  600  key  individuals  through- 
out  the  country; 
By  sponsoring  large  conferences  of  representatives  of  na- 
tional organizations  in  times  of  emergency; 
By  participation  in  radio  forums  and  public  discussions; 
By  preparation  of  articles'  and  other  usual  methods  of  pub- 
licity; 
3y  testimony  at  hearings  and  consul  tat  ions  with  policy- 
forming  officials  of  the  Government; 
Food  for  Freedom  has  promoted  food  policies  in  the  interests  of 
the  public  and  the  peace.   Its  leadership  in  the  fight  against 
famine  abroad  has  been  repeatedly  acknowledged. 

Ihe  Future  -  Food  Has  Irct  Yet  Written,  a  Lasting  Peace 

During  the  next  nine  months,  our  nation  must  face  serious  read- 
justments in  the  food  field.   These  readjustments,  particularly 
the  high  and  rising  cost  of  food,  affect  directly  the  housewife, 
the  wage  earner,  the  producers  and  handlers  of  food  ana  hungry 
millions  in  Europe  and  Asia.   In  certain  countries,  hunger  still 
threatens  larre  segments  of  the  population  unless  further  stens 
are  taken  to  provide  sufficient  food  supplies  from  world  sources. 
Kany  basic  food  problems  have  not  been  solved.   We  believe  the 
need  for  Food  for  Freedom  to  continue  its  work  it;  evident. 


h.   Practical  Ac- ion  --ro-ram 

Food  for  Freedom's  policy  has  been  to  adjust  its  efforts  accord- 
ing to  the  most  urgent  needs  of  the  time.  \Je   propose  the  follow- 
ing : 

1.  Urge  governmental  approval  for  our  full  share  in  financing 
emergency  food  and  relief  needs  abroad,  after  U1T3IA  ceases, 
particularly  for  millions  of  undernourished  children. 

2.  Analyse  and  support  world  trade  policies  relating  to  food 
and  food  production  which  will  help  stabilize  a  just  peace. 

3.  Advocate  a  balanced  world  food  supply  which  would  prevent 
recurring  gluts  and  shortages. 

J more) 
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Iced  for  Freedom  was  organized  in  l/'g?  to  bring  about  a  prompt^-D   "   ' 
and  adequate  rer.por.se  to  famine  needs  then  seen  to  be  impending  in  fie    *  J  /? ~  f~ Y_ 
wahe  of  *-rar.   In  addition  to  emphasizing  the  dependence  of  the  stricter.  « 
areas  upon  the  more  fortunate  peoples  and  urging  the  claims  of  common    jKSOi"! 
compassion  and  decent  humanity,  Food  for  Freedom  has  always  understood 
that  famine  relief,  wisely  and  generously  planned,  could  assist  greatly 
in  stabilising  a  just  peace  and  reviving  democratic  rights  and  lib'  r- 
ties.  Where  hunger  reigns,  tyranny  '-.'ill  be  entrenched  end  denocracy 
will  be  buried  with  there  who  sought  in  vain  for  help. 

In  pursuing  its  aims,  Food  for  Freedom  has  vigorously  supported 
international  organisation  and  planning  as  being  the  method  most  conform- 


le  with  peace-making  *oura>o 


practical  ior  acmeving  the 


in  view.   In  accordance  with  the  principles  cf  the  Atlantic  Charter,  i1 
has  sought  "freedom  from  want"  everywhere  throughout  the  vrorld. 

Food  for  Freed'*'n  will  not  because  of  temporary  international 
obstacles  reduce  the  scope  or  method  of  its  final  aims.   It  does,  how- 
ever, recognise  that  there  are  nations  which  at  present  are  m.oro  con- 
cerned with  political  domination  than  with  cooperative  plannir™  for  the 
relief  cf  hanger.   lo  the  extent  that  such  nations  impede  the  a ■■cesearj 
planning  on  an  international  basis  and  repudiate  bp  their  actions  the 
principles  of  the  Atlantic  Charter  it  is  impossible  to  furnish  relief 
within  the  areas  they  control  .ond  at  the  same  time  build  up  peace  and 
freedom. 


it.   eacn  such  instance,  iooo. 


freedom  must  intmret  the 


actual  facts  of  the  situation  and  decide  its  "oosition  in  accordance 
with  the  probable  outcome  of  alternative  courser;  of  action.  Fool  for 
Freedom  will  also,  in  'he  absence  of  adequate  international  provisions, 
promote  the  leadership  of  the  United  States  in  stabi}  iruing  a  just  neace 
and  a  more  widespread  democratic  liberty  through  providing  fool  and  the 
means  of  food  rochiction  wherever  the  need  is  manifest  and  thf  ends  in 
view  ore  attainable. 


universal  effect  cannot  be  -:lao";  i- 


-'01-  as  long  as  and  to  the  extent  that  inclusive  international 
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■nth  sincere  devotion  to  vrorld  security  built  upon 
justice,  p'ace  ah.  democratic  liberty. 
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October  !Qi4-6 


or  freedom 


,  1002  11th  St.,  1*.  '..'.,  Washington  1,  D. 
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"Hunger  Can  Lose  the  War  and  Wreck  the  Peace" 
—  Food  for  Freedom,  July,  19^3- 


'  7? J        ^^™      T?~~~A  ~t~.  Till  »»  TO' 


■ 

y  0  0  D  ?  C  ?:  ?  7:  5  5  D  0  I',   I  !'  C. 

"iTov;,  as  in  19^3,  the  purpose  of  our  organization      q  f\  Q 
is  summed  up  in  its  name  —  Pood  for  Freedom."   |£.Q   0 
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192+2 —  "Ho  one  will  £0  hungry  if  without  other  means  of  livelihood  in  any 
territory  occupied  by  the  United  "at ions,  if  it  is  h-.imar.ly  within 
0Ur  -power  to  pake  the  necessary  supplies  available  to  then.  PRESIDENT 
FRAUE1IH  D.  ROOSEVELT,  Hovember  13. 

19^3__  "Hunger  is  a  time  borr.b.  Such  bombs  have  been  sovra  abroad...  We  must 
accumulate  the  munitions  of  peace—  food.  Food  is  the  one  preventa- 
tive of  chaos,  revolution  and  counter-revolution America's  food. 

can  make  the  difference  between  a  temporary  armistice  and  a  lasting 
peace."  FOOD  FOE  FREEDOM,  July. 

I941+—  "u.  S.  supplies  are  short  in  four  of  the  six  essential  foods  for 
foreign  relief,"  DR.  HOWARD  TCPLEY,  at  FOOD  FOR  FREEDOM  meeting, 
November-. 

I9U5—  »v?e  ask  that  you  direct  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  set  aside  the 
maximum  amount  of  food  we  can  send  to  our  friends  overseas  so  that 
they  can  sooner  take  care  of  themselves."  Appeal  to  President  Harry  S. 
Truman  by  FOOD  FOR  FREEDOM  AITD  k-7   OTHER  NATIONAL  ORGANIZATIONS,  White 
House  Conference,  September. 

3.91*6--  "The  United  Stater,  has  not  fulfilled  its  premises  to  help  the  victims 
of  the  war  by  averting  famine  earlier  this  year;  the  food  emergency 
due  to  the  war  still  confronts  many  parts  of  the  world;  many  Americans 
are  becoming  oreoccuoied  with  their  own  personal  affairs,  forgetting 
that  peace  is" not  yet  won."  P'CD  FOR  FREEDOM,  September. 

19J47--  Hunger  Will  Continue— 

World  deficit  in  fats  and  oils,  estimated  6  billion  pounds. 
World  deficit  in  bread  grains,   estimated  8  million  tons. 

20  million  children  in  Europe  must  have  extra  food  in  19^-7  to 
grow  up  healthy  in  body  and  mind. 

HOW,  AS  IK  19^3,  FOOD  FOE  FREEDOM  PELIEVBS :   "TO  Hip  ^  Will  THE  PEACE,  MILLIONS 
MUST  Bui . . .  RU1T&ER  Gai:  LOSE  THE  W^R  *ED  WRECK  Th^  PEACE . " 

LET'S  PIHI3H  THE  JOS ! 

Food  for  Freedom,  Inc.,  1002  11th  Street,  1\  W.  ,  Washington  1,  D.  C. ,  Executive  7031 

October,  19^6 
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19-5  -  Publication,   Want   or  Well-being? ,    by  Raymond  Swing  and  Dr.  W.   A.    ITeilson  - 

first  popular  par.pb.let   on  United  nations  Food  and  Agriculture   Organization.  '; 


ioruE! 


"Htmper 


attention  noon  irape 


emoorffc's  l*e--r  Snery*   ■  Karch,   Washington,  3.    C. ,   -  focused 
Jnding  food  shortages   long  before   recognized  by  Government . 


L   19^-6 


Six  articles  in  Hew  York  Post,  "Where ' s  All  Our  Food?"  -  revealing  Depart sent 
of  agriculture  policy  of  scarcity  and  failure  to  asrure  £c ~d  for  relief. 

Sponsored  .toneal  to  the  President  in  Aoril  by  leaders  of  22  national  organi- 
zations tc  help  U5E3A, 

Submitted  to  U.  3.  Government  a  Proposal  for  Inter  national  Food  Co-rjpi-iP' 
replace  Combined  Food  Board  -  very  similar  to  International  BmergepcjP 
Council  approved  by  governments  a  year  later  (Kay,  1?~5). 

Called  Emergency  Conference  on  World  Food  Crisis,  August,  Washington,  D.  C. , 
attended  by  representatives  of  65  national  organizations,  fredicted  threat 
of  famine  abroad  in  19^6  as  consequence  of  *rorld  droughts. 

Organized  Conference  ^itd  President  Pruaan,  Sept.,  c;  representatives  of  2? 
national  organizations,  submitting  an  appeal  signed  by  k-B   national  organisa- 
tions for  adequate  U,  S.  foreign  relief  program  -  the  President's  statement  in 
reply  contained  first  clear  declaration  of  U.  S.  policy  on  forr-ign  relief. 

Publication,  Youth  5.enlies--I  Can  (idaopf).  Anthology  about  children  in  re- 
sistance movement  by  Pearl  Buck,  Sigrid  Undset,  Jar.  "lasaryk  anc1  others. 

Dec.  19^5  to  Aug.  19^6  -  Weekly  jJeys  Service  on  food  ano  relief  -  to  selected 
list  200  press  ara  radio  commentators  anc"  yjj   key  individuals  throughout  u.  S. 

Prepared  statement  £;■:"' osinv  shameful  record  in  providing  U.  S.  sup-  lies  for 

former  Justice  Dwen  J.  Roberts  to  President  ITruman  in  7e"o- 


&Ufi 


USSSA ,  s  uo mi 1 1  e  c 


ruary 


led  to  civ. 


3.  administrative  noiicios  "ithin 


LP.   1- 


Sponsored  Conference  for  action  to  Stop  the  hare/:  of  Famine,  hay,  Washington, 
D.  C.  ,  attended  ty  representatives  of  73  national  and  1',  regional  organizations. 
Sir  John  Crr  an."  Director  General  LaGuard.ia  on  national  broadcast  from  confer- 
ence.  Delegation  later  submitted  to  President  Iruman  conference'  resolutions. 

Testified  on  rat: w  1  pph  international  food  needs  before  Senate  Small  Business 
Committee  -  C  me  -  tirgin.-;  need  for  continued  controls  of  certain  foods. 


Arranged  2h.pr :e:-.cv  Conference,  July,  on  supplying  nee 
ceases,  of  representatives  of  17  large  national  organ 
tary  of  State  William  1.  Clayton  before  UliPP^i  Council 


r,itn  jnaer  'occrz- 

in  Geneva. 


testified  before  U.  3.  .-rice  Decontrol  3o> 
meats,  grain:: ,  fats  a  eh  oils. 


. ,  ji 


st,   ur.—hy  roc^rtrol   n 


Submitted  in  Av    est   a  Pr:pp.sal   f gr  United  ITaticrs 
Department    .ad  Lconomic  and  Social   Council   of  the 


±  ji    .iUBu'.a,    i...c.,    x.'Ji.    j.iv:-  '-'■•  t    -  •    •'  •  »    "tioxixngv    _ 


,   _.  ecutive  70S1 


r*-^'c    ■*'/—■'■  "Hunger  Can  Lose  the  !.''ar  and  'rfreck  the  Peace" 

.  />      A  p/)  i       -r  ''  "t  rt.,  ^  —rood  for  Freedom,   July,    19^3- 

^^  food  ?  c  ?.  f  ?.  z  ;  ?  o  i-,  i  f  c. 

"Fow,  as  in  1?^3,  the  purpose  of  our  organization 
is  summed  up  in  its  name  —  Pood  for  Freedom." 

X-0    80  9 

The  Record  and  the  i:eed  &)  I  cT   £*/ 

19^2—  "Fo  one  will  go  hungry  if  without  other  means  of  livelihood  in  any         f 
territory  occupied  by  the  United  Fations,  if  it  is.  humanly  with in     £  S  ^ 
our  Bgwgr  to  mahe  the  necessary  sup-plies  available  to  f  em.  PRFSIFSFT 
EBA1IKLIN  33.  R00SF7FLT,  Hovember  13 . 

X9^3 —  "Hunger  is  a  time  "bomb.  Such  bombs  have  been  sown  abroad...  We  must 
accumulate  the  munitions  of  peace—  food.  Pood  is  the  one  preventa- 
tive of  chaos,  revolution  and  counter-revolution...  America's  food 
can  make  the  difference  between  a  temporary  armistice  and  a  lasting 
peace."  POOF  FOR  F3SED0M,  July. 

19^—  "-j.  s.  supplies  are  short  in  four  of  the  six  essential  foods  for 
foreign  relief,"  HE.  EOWABE  IOFLEY,  at  FOOD  FOR  FRFFFFO].;  meeting, 
Fovember. 

1914.5—  "We  ask  that  you  direct  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  set  aside  the 
maximum  amount  of  food  we  can  send  to  our  friends  overseas  so  .that 
they  can  sooner  take  care  of  themselves."  Appeal  to  President  Harry  S, 
Truman  by  FOOD  FOR  2BEEDOH  ATD  ^7  OTHER  FATICFAL  ORGANISATIONS,  White 
House  Conference,  September. 

1914.6 —  "The  United  States  has  not  fulfilled  its  premises  to  help  the  victims 
of  the  war  by  averting  famine  earlier  this  year;  the  food  emergency 
due  to  the  war  still  confronts  many  parts  of  the  world;  many  Americans 
are  becoming  preoccupied  with  their  o<"n  personal  affairs,  forgetting 
that  peace  is" net  yet  won."  Fr0D  FOR  FRFFTCF,  September. 

1947--  Hunger  If  ill  Continue— 

'iforld  deficit  in  fats  and  oils,  estimated  6  billion  pounds, 
World  .'.elicit  in  bread  grains,   estimated  8  million  tons. 

20  million  children  in  Europe  must  have  extra  food  in  19:'7  to  • 
grow  up  healthy  in  body  and  mind. 

iTOtf,  ^S  IF  19^3,  F"''F  FOR  FRFFDF-:  FS'"TZVFS:   "TO  IFF?  AFF  VTI2  OFF  PEACE,  MILFIOFS 
KOST  EAT . .  .  HUlTGffia  CAF  F'oF  IFF  \h.I.  «&)  VORFCF  THE  PIF.CF . " 

IFT'S  FIFI3F  THF  JF3! 

Food  for  Freedom,  Inc.,  1002  11th  Street,  F.  W. ,  Washington  1,  F.  0. ,  Executive  ?03l 

October,  19*1-6 
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->,..,  as  i«  icliq  tre  mrc-TOce  of  our  organisation 
:'. "  summed  \'r.    in  its  name  -   J  .0.0  OH  F-iGHDCi-! 

Iced  for  Freedom  was  organized  in  19^3  to  Irina  about  a  prompt 
and  adequate  response  to  famine  needs  then  seen  to  be  impending  in  the 
waite  of  "war.   In  addition  to  emphasizing  the  dependence  of  the  stricter. 
areas  uocn  the  more  fortunate  peoples  ane  urging  the  claims  of  common   - ,  ~   o  n  Q 
compassion  and  decent  humanity,  Food  for  Freedom  r.as  always  understood  *"U    "Ji 
that  famine  relief,  wisely  and  generously  planned,  could  assist  greatly    i4  £?~  J     fa 
in  stabilizing  a  jtist  meace  and  reviving  democratic  rights  and  liter- 
ties.  Where  hunger  reigns,  tyranny  will  be  entrenched  and  democracy      ^  C\ 
will  he  buried  with  there  who  sought  in  vain  for  help.  %  Z> 

In  pursuing  its  aims,  Food  for  Freedom  lias  vigorously  supported 
international  organisation  and  planning  as  being  the  method  most  conform- 
able with  peace-making  purposes  and  most  practical  for  achieving  the  ends 
in  view.  In  accordance  '-nth  the  principles  cf  the  Atlantic  Charter,  : 
has  sought  "freedom  from  want"  everywhere  tnrourh-ut  the 


~1  rl 


Food  for  Freedom  will  not  because  of  temporary  international 
obstacles  reduce  the  scope  or  method  of  its  final  aims.   It  dees,  how- 
ever, recognize  that  there  are  nations  which  at  present  are  -ore  con- 
cerned with  political  domination  than  with  cooperative  plannir  -:  for  the. 
relief  of  hunger.  -lo  the  extent  that  such  nations  impede  the  necessary 
planning  on  an  international  basis  and  repudiate  l':r   their  actions  the 
Principles  of  the  Atlantic  Charter  it  is  impossible  to  furnish  relief 
within  the  areas  they  control  and  at  the  same  tine  build  up  peace  and 
freedom 

In  each  such  instance,  Food  for  Freedom  must  interpret  the 
actual  facts  cf  the  situation  and  decide  its  uositioh  in  accordance 
with  the  probable  outcome  of  alternative  courses  r-L   action,  ^'oob  for 
Freedom  will  also,  in  the  absence  of  adequate  international  -or  o  vis  ions, 
promote  the  leadership  cf  the  United  States  in  stabilising  a  just  peace 
and  a' more  widespread  democratic  liberty  through  providing  food  and  the 
means  of  food  production  wherever  the  need  is  manifest  and  the  ends  in 
view  ere  attainable. 

dor  as  3oa.'  as  and  to  the  ertent  that  inclusive  internet  ional 
arrangement  are  impossible  and  universal  effect  cannot  be  siven  to 
humanitari.  n  •  rincip~.es,  Food  for  Freedom  will  promote  the  mauirun  ox 
action  b.uad  nun  hunaw?  and  conscientious  interpretation  of  need  couolcd 
with  sincere  devotion  tc  world  security  built  upon  the  foundations  of 
justice,  peace  and  democratic  liberty. 

October  !'>-.;" 
lose  for  Freedom,  Inc.,  1002  11th  St.,  I".   '".  ,  Washington  1,  0.  0. ,  Executive  7081 


\  HISTOHT  IK  THE  MAIIINC-  NO.    II  ^'^         _. 

*%       $"  WAN  T       Q  R  [     W  B  L  L  ~  B  3  I  H  G  ?  .       n, 

S\ = ■   '    '"■';      • 

<%        ^         What  Are  the  United  Nationg  C-oinc~  to  Do  Ah?ut  It? 

.A      lb, 

o^       ok?  A  twelve  page  pamphlet  on 

<%       '"£,,  Agriculture  Organization  of  the  United  Nations 

\       \ 

*,«   X>,    Vnalysis  "by  Tilliam  Allan  Neilson 
^    \^>    ■   ■ fc — ' —  ■ 

o,        -^        uestions  Answered  "by  Raymond  Gram  Swing 

s        y>-    vith  assistance  of  outstanding  experts 
c    «? 

'No  considfc    «r    o>    nlanning  of  the  post-war  world  are  more 
important  th^    <£    £v    Mch  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization 
will  deal."      •    &  TJilliam  Allan  Neilson 

"The  Food  and  Agi.  ^.   °\     zation,  "being  dedicated  to  the 

achievement  if  a  st  '^   v^    "upply  throughout  the  world,  will  "be 
a  constructive  promo    f>  ie,   deserving  of  the  devotion  of  all 

citizens."  \     "\  Raymond  Gram  Swing. 

\   %  % 

The  United  States  is  asked  to  .)v    V^,   <?^    -,nt  agency  of  the  United  Nations 

Sixteen  nati    %>       %>         'y  accepted 
trie  plan,  pending  res-r,   tA    ^    ive  ratification. 

To  obtain  a  careful.    o^    o^    itement 
about  the  Food  and  Agi    <y\   '  #,         zation 
send  payment  with  or^    ^  *® 


*o 
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C  ■   r^o^xo^-^      """ 


Mrs.  Dwight  W,  Morrow,  President 
January,  1945  Food  For  Freedom,  Inc. 


Order  Blank,  mail  to:       FOOD  FOR  FREEDOM,  INC. 

1707  H  Street,  N.  f. 
Washington  6,  D.  C. 

10cf  a  copy,  50c<  per  dozen,  $2.00  per  hundred 

Please  find  enclosed  $ for  copies  of  WANT  OR  WELL-BEING? 

Name  .... 


Addr 


ess 


^<h3 


Dear  Mr.  President:  _   Q  fl  (I 

The  people  of  the  nations  who  fought  side  "by  side  ^ith  us  noyuk$£  }-~  [^ 
death  from  starvation  and  cold.  The  survival  of  thousands  of  men,  women 
and  children  depends  upon  the  decision  to  relieve  the  suffering  caused  by 
the  devastation  of  war.  The  American  people  have  made  the  decision. 

You  spoke  the  mind  of  America  on  August  9  when  you  said:   "We  must 
help  to  the  limits  of  our  strength.  And  we  will".  This  decision  America 
must  carry  out.   It  is  our  promise  -  reaffirmed  in  your  message  to  Con- 
gress -  and  we  must  make  it  good.   So  far  it  is  evident  from  conditions 
in  Europe  that  we  have  not  done  so.  Only  he  keeping  this  promise  will 
peace  and  the  future  of  democracy  he  assured. 

We  ask  that  you  take  swift  and  sure  action  to  enable  us,  through 
our  Government,  to  discharge  our  moral  obligation  toward  those  who  bore 
the  brunt  of  the  war  when  we  were  unprepared.  We  ask  that  you  determine: 
What  are  the  limits  of  our  strength?  How  can  we  put  the  strength  we  have 
to  the  greatest  possible  use  in  helping  them  now  so  they  can  sooner  take 
care  of  themselves? 

We  ask  that  you  direct  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  set  aside 
the  maximum  amount  of  food  we  can  send  before  hunger  destroys  the  lives 
depending  on  help. 

We  ask  for  the  continuation  of  food  rationing  as  long  as  necessary 
to  assure  a  fair  distribution  at  home,  and  at  the  same  time,  the  largest 
possible  shipments  of  food  to  reduce  starvation  abroad. 

We  ask  that  the  essential  foods  released  by  Army  cutbacks  be  used 
to  fulfill  our  promises  of  help  before  they  are  allowed  to  flow  into  the 
rapidly  increasing  domestic  supply. 

We  ask  that  you  quickly  take  the  steps  required  to  achieve  that 
adequacy  of  UHHEA,  appropriations  from  the  U.  S.  for  which  you  voiced  sup- 
port, and  that  you  establish  effective  procurement  machinery  for  the 
immediate  purchase  of  food  by  Western  European  nations  to  prevent  any 
interruption  of  the  movement  of  supplies  because  of  the  termination  of 
Lend-Lcase. 

We  ask  for  the  fullest  public  information  on  the  need  and  on  what 
the  Government  is  doing  to  meet  it  so  that  we  can  do  our  part  through 
support  of  our  Government  and  through  voluntary  effort. 

We  know  that  in  less  than  eighty  days  the  hunger-stricken  people 
of  Europe  will  be  winter-bound  and  face  imminent  death.   Therefore  wo 
ask,  above  all,  for  speed. 


by 


r 


\jy 


THE  TJHITE  HOUSE 
USHHTOTCN 


May  9,  1945 


Dear  Mrs,  Morrow: 


X-0    8 


I  am  greatly  encouraged  "by  the  letter  of  April  twenty- 
first  which  yon  transmitted  to  me  several  days' ago  signed  by  the 
heads  of  a  number  of  national  religious,  civic,  farm,  and  labor 
organizations. 

I  am  sure  it  must  also  encourage  the  United  Nations1 
representatives  nor  meeting  at  San  Irancisco.  Particularly  is 
this  true  of  the  leaders  of  those  nations  laid  waste  by  the  de- 
struction and  brutality  of  Ttfazi-Japanese  tyranny. 

Ho  immediate  means  of  giving  hope  to  the  victims  of  this 
tyranny  can  have  so  great  an  effect  as  the  sharing  with  them  by 
the  people  of  our  country  of  the  food  supplies  we  have  available. 

The  signers  of  the  letter  you  forwarded  to  me  express 
concern  over  reports  that  UNPPA  has  been  unable  to  obtain  all  the 
food  supplies  it  has  sought  for  to  relieve  starvation  abroad. 
They  explain  that  they  speah  for  their  organizations  which  have 
each  voted  support  of  U13EA. 

Bached  by  such  spontaneous  popular  expression  we  must 
and  can  find  a  way  to  accomplish  their  desires  to  share  their  food 
with  others  so  badly  in  need. 

Pleace  accept  my  thanks  for  placing  the  letter  in  my 
hands.  You  and  other  signers  render  a  public  service  by  giving 
active  attention  to  the  solution  of  the  food  problem  at  home  and 
abroad. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  Dwight  ff.  Morrow, 

President, 

Pood  for  Freedom,  Inc. , 

1707  H  Street,  S,  W, , 

Washington,  D.  C. 


(Signed)   Harry  S.  Truman 


rljA:    j;Oii  «.CXI   „•.    u»   Jav.    b.Jj;klT].3D  Si    ..  -   J  J  OH  tsi&ab   M  >; .     rj, 

I'  the  Under  Secretary"  cf  State  for  Economic  Affairs  and 
So  the  United  States  P.epresentative  or.  the-  Preparatory  Commission 
Df  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Orge.aisaticn  of  the  Unite?-  Pat  ions 

WrPdPPLdS ,  commodity  agreements  have  been  aenroved  in  principle  "by  the  Unit2dft 
States  Government  under  the  proposed  International  Trade  Organisation;  X-Q   o^[  ' 

WHEREAS,  it  will  take  at  least  twelve  to  eighteen  months  befce-e  fhe  Ij"  is 
lilcely  to  become  an  operating  agency;  v<c£) 

WHEREAS,  for  the  one  agricultural  product  now  in  burd°nscre  surplus  the 
United  Kingdom  -  Dominion  World  Disposals,  Ltd.  is  following  procedures  that  keen  with- 
in the  framework  of  the  methods  proposed  for  the  ITO; 

WHEREAS,  failure  to  reach  early  agreement  about  international  food  policies  may 
well  result  in  a  return  to  attempted  self-sufficiency  in  food  production  by  food- 
deficit  nations,  siipnortcd  by  high  tariffs  on  food  imports  and  certain  bilateral  con- 
tracts or  barter  arrangements; 

WHEREAS,  such  a  situation  would  be  likely  seriously  to  obstruct  expanding  world 
trade  in  other  coeemodities  than  food  and  possibly  repeat  the  disastrous  sequences 
which  followed  World  War  I; 

WHEREAS,  commodity  agreements  for  basic  fcoch  if  coordinated  with  methods  of 
disposal  cf  accumulating  surpluses  in  food-deficit  countries  could  be  used  tc  retain 
high  production  and  not  become  restrictive  to  trade; 

WHEREAS,  the  policies  of  the  United  States  are  the  key  to  success  or  failure  in 
any  international  food  arrangements;  and 

WPfdPPAS,  this  government  has  to  date  announced  no  constructive  plan  to  imple- 
ment the  objectives  to  which  it  subscribed  at  the  Copenhager  Confererce  of  the  FAC; 

IT  IS  PPPPPPT  RESPECTFULLY  PPCP03DP : 

1.  That  the  United  Statrs  Government  should  submit  at  once  a  plan  to  Committee 
II  cf  the  FAO  Preparatory  Commission  outlining  the  scope  and  methods  of  such  positive 
commodity  agreements  for  certain  basic- foods  (wheat,  rice,  fats  and  oils,  sugar,  and 
possibly  ccxf ee) ,  including  arrangements  for  price  stabilisation  and  buffer  stocks 
whether  held  nationally  or  internationally; 

2.  That  the  Economic  and  Social  Council  of  the  United  rations  bo  requested  to 
establish  a  temporary  sub-committee  tfith  representation  from  the  FAO,  the  World  Dank 
and  the  II'O  (whor  it  is  established),  tc  correlate  such  commodity  agreements,  the  . 
PAD  administering  agreements  en  agricultural  commodities  and  ITO  those  on  non-agricul- 
ture 1  c  ommodi t  i  c  s . 

3.  That  this  plan  when  perfected  by  the  FAC  Preparatory  Commission  be  forwarded 
tc  the  member  governments  of  the  PAC  and  simultaneously  to  the  Peer  meic  and  Social 
Council  of  the  United  ITations  for  consideration  at  its  meeting  in  February; 

4.  That  it  bo  recognized  that  this  method  would  expedite  decisions  by  govern- 
ments on  basic  food  problems  and  make  it  possible  to  put  commodity  agreements  into 
effect  in  time  to  prevent  disastrous  economic  depression:  and 

5.  That  it  be  also  recognized  that  this  furtherance  of  commodity  agreements 
for  certain  foods  would  not  he  a  fulfillment  but  only  a  first  step  towards  implementa- 
tion of  the  two  objectives  agreed  upon  at  Copenhagen. 

November  22,  19^6,  POOP  POP  PPPfdPSP,  1002  11th  Street,  U.W. ,  Washington  1,  D.C, 


INTERNATIONAL  FOOD  COMMISSION 

Digest  of  Proposal  Submitted  to  the  U.S.  Government 
"by  Food  For  Freedom,  May  30,  1945 

Food  is  essential  to  consolidate  the  peace.   The  threat  of  increasing  world 'food 
shortages  calls  for  prompt  and  effective  action  as  "'ell  as  a  high  degree  of  inter- 
national cooperation.  To  help  meet  during  the  next  two  years  the  basic  food  needs 
in  the  deficit  areas  of  Europe  and  of  Asia  after  liberation,  Food  For  Freedom  re- 
spectfully suggests  the  creation  as  soon  as  possible  of  an  International  Food  Commi- 
ssion. 

This  body  would  be  temporary  -  possibly  limited  to  a  two  year  period  -  and  might  be 
established  by  executive  agreements  between  governments.   It  would  replace  the 
Combined  Food  Board  and  provide  a  more  democratic  procedure  for  allocations  of  ex- 
portable food  and  agricultural  supplies  by  those  nations  responsible  for  world  secur- 
ity and  representatives  of  other  interested  nations. 

The  International  Food  Commission  might  consist  of  a  parent  body  and  five  or  more 
subordinate  Regional  Food  Commissions-  which  might  be  Latin  America,  Western  Europe, 
Eastern  Europe  (including  Near  and  Middle  East),  Africa  and  the  Far  East. 

The  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  could  assist  this  commission  in  an  advisory 
capacity  pending  further  developments  of  the  FAO. 

y^    80  9 

The  broad  purposes  of  the  International  Food  Commission  would  be:         ^   .  ^  rT 

1.  To  correlate  at  a  high  policy  level  world  food  production  and  distribution  to 

help  alleviate  hunger  in  liberated  nations.  A^-^Cd 

2.  To  assure  interested  nations  a  voice  in  the  handling  of  world  and  regional  food 
problems  but  without  authority  over  local  distribution  or  food  policies  except 
over  those  supplies  which  each  nation  considered  exportable. 

3.  To  stimulate  increased  production  of  certain  foods  needed  for  relief  through 
forward  pricing  at  the  producer  level  in  any  country  where  these  foods  could  be 
exported  without  detriment  to  its  own  civilians. 

4.  To  allocate  the  exportable  means  of  agricultural  rehabilitation  or  expanded  food 
production  -  farm  machinery,  seeds,  fertilizers,  insecticides,  etc.  -  where 
lilrciy  to  be  most  effectively  used,  to  overcome  world  food  shortages. 

5.  To  provide  the  mechanism  for  effective  procurement  of  desired  quantities  of  foods 
at  fixed  prices  by  countries  in  need  without  comnetitive  bidding  for  scarce  foods 
with  consequent  disturbance  of  price  levels  to  consumers  in  producing  nations. 

6.  To  apnorticn  exportable  foods  on  a  basis  of  need  in-so-far  as  UNRRA  could  pur- 
chase supplies  for  those  liberated  nations  which  did  not  posses.- sufficient  re- 
sources, 

7.  To  exnecite  the  movement  of  food  between  continents  ar.d/cr  between  countries. 

The  urgency  of  the  food  situation  in  deficit  areas  will  not  wait  for  the  slow  method 
of  revived  ir tor national  trade  and  therefore  governmental  action  is  necessary. 
Serious  riziz   of  disorder  during  the  coming  year  can  only  be  avoided  by  immediate  and 
concerted  efforts  of  the  major  powers. 


/ 


Additional  copies  may  be  obtained  from:        5c*  per  copy  or  lower  rat-~s  per 
Food  For  Freodom,  Inc.  quantity 

1707  H  Street,  N.W. 

Washington  6,  B.C. 


FOOD  FOR  FREEDOM  5- DEC'  F0R  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

EXECUTIVE  7081  MAY  23,  1946 

MRS.  MORROW,  MRSU  HARPIMAfl  AND  MRS.  PINCHOT  PRESENT  RESOLUTIONS     K"«   ° 

OF  114  ORGANIZATIONS  FOR  IlflSDIATE  ACTOT  ON  FAMINE  SITUATION       *\l r~ p 'fo 
TO  PRESIDENT  TRUMAN  aT  THE  ^'.IITE  HOUSE  *  ■ 

A  delegationcf  three  women  headed  by  Mrs.  Dwight  irT.  Morrow,  President  ^  f   *^ 
of  Food  for  Freedom,  saw  President  Truman  today  at  the  'fhite  House  and 
presented  to  him  a  six  point  resolution  on  measures  suggested  by  114  American 
Organizations  for  prompt  action  on  relieveing  the  present  crisis  in  food. 

In  a  letter  to  the  President,  which  accompanied  the  resolution,  together 
with  supporting  documents,  Mrs.  Morrow  said: 

"";e  wish  to  express  the  conviction  of  one  hundred  fourteen  organizations, 
that  endorsed  the  attached  resolution,  that  until  the  United  States  is  doing 
everything  that  humanly  oan  be  done  it  is  not  doing  enough  to  meet  its 
obligation  to  the  world  at  this  time.  Gratified  at  the  steps  you  have  al- 
ready taken  and  your  deep  interest  in  this  humane  undertaking  we  venture  to 
make  these  six  suggestions  in  the  confidence  that  they  «r  their  equivalent 
will  meet  your  approval. 

"1.  RESOLVED,  that  we  believe  that  the  amount  of  food  made  available 
for  export  by  the  United  States  during  June,  July  and  August  should  bo  greatly 
increased  and  doubled  wherever  possible  in  order  to  help  the  gap  between  the 
irreducible  requirements  and  the  available  supplies. 

"2.  RESOLVED,  that  we  urge  either  the  establishment  of  an  International 
Food  Commission  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Food  and  Agriculture 
Orgs  nization  of  the  United  Ha  tions,  or  the  assumption  of  the  same  function 
by  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  if  its  charter  is  suitably  revised. 

"3.  RESOLVED,  that  UNRRA  or  a  similar  agency  should  be  assured  until 
the  emergency  is  over. 

"4.  RESOLVED,  that  a  program  should  be  adopted  to  assure  the  maximum 
production  of  food  needed  during  the  world  food  emergency. 

"5,  RESOLVED,  that  Government  controls  over  food  distribution  and  p"ica 
ceilings  over  essential  foods  should  be  retained  and,  where  necessary,  rein- 
posed,  at  least  until  the  1947  crop  is  in, 

"6,  RESOLVED,  that  rationing  should  be  resumed  as  soon  as  practicable, 

so  that  the  foods  needed  to  prevent  starvation  overseas  are  available  and 

that  there  can  be  a  fair  distribution  of  short  supplies  to  the  American 
people. 

"""re  attach  an  outline  of  suggested  measures  or  methods  which  we  believe, 
when  developed  by  the  responsible  agencies  of  our  government  would  be  of 
practical  assistance  in  arresting  the  march  of  famine.   But  simply  as  headings 
they  are  evidence  of  further  action  that  can,  and  therefore,  should  be  taken, 

"Already  the  danger  of  next  year  looms  up  as  greater  than  this  and  we 
believe  the  famine  crisis  cannot  be  dealt  with  by  Sxtomeorized  policies," 


SUPPLEMENT  NO.    1 

mil  may  cutbacks  ato  allocations  to  Europe  X-D    8.5.9 

Spencer  Coxe,  August  25,  1945   j   &~  Dj 

The  military  .jutbacks  in  food  buying  for  the  next  three  ouarters  will  he    ^^ 
very  substantial  as  the  following  table  shows:  -^-^ 

Estimated  Be- factions  in  Military  Takings  of  Critical  Foods.  Expressed 

af.  Percentages  of  Originally  Intended  Purchases 

Second  &  Third 
quarter,  1946 


. 

Last  quarter 
1945 

First  quart 
1946 

Meats 

Fish 

Fats  &  Oils 

approx. 
more  than 
approx. 

25 
25 
25 

Eggs 

Sldm  Milk 
Other  Milk 

less  than 
more  than 
more  than 

25 
25 

25 

Butter 
Cheese 
Sugar 

no  buying 
less  than 
no   cutbacl 

25 

TOTAL,  ALT,  FOODS 

35 

35  to  40 

50  to  60 

T.urope's  minimum  needs  for  all  the  scarce  foods  listed  above  could  not  be 
fully  est  even  if  all  the  cutbacks  wore  allocated  for  that  purpose,  but  the  cut- 
backs  '.wild  help  a  great  deal  if  they  are  added  to  what  could  be  sent' without  such 
a  wine  fall.  Assuming  that  half  the  cutbacks  were  allocated  to  Europe,  and  half  to 
civilians  in  the  United  States,  a  substantial  increase  in  the  consumption  of 
scarce  foods  among  both  these  groups  would  result.   Considering  that 'the  military 
in  1944  took  aLmost  13  percent  of  the  American  food  supply,  and  had  planned  to 
take  15.5  percent  of  the  1945  supply,  the  cutbacks  represent  large  amounts  of  food, 
probably  over  4  percent  of  our  supply  for  the  last  quarter  of  this  year,  and  much 
more  for  1946.   (Actual  stockpiles  of  Army  food  in  Europe  are  negligible). 

Because  no  official  figures  are  available  on  military  cutbacks  by  commodity, 
it  is  difficult  to  estimate  exactly  how  much  might  be  available  for  overseas  ship- 
ment from  the  windfall.  The  following  resumes  describe;  the  situation  with  regard 
to  each  major  scarce  commodity  as  specifically  as  possible. 

Meats !  Military  cutbacks  in  meat  during  the  last  quarter  may  run  over  ' 
200,000  short  tons.  For  example,  the  Army  is  now  turning  over  contracts  for  50,000 
tons  of  canned  meat.  There  is  no  reason  why  this  should  not  become  available  for 
relief  purposes.   The  allocation  of  meat  to  Europe  could  be  increased  from  the 
tentative  present  figure  of  250,000  short  tons  for  the  last  quarter  of  1945  to 
375,000  short  tons,  and  there  would  still  be  enough  meat  left  in  the  United  States 
for  civilians  to  eat  at  the  rate  of  140  pounds  per  capita  per  year.   (This  compares 
to  125.5  pounds  eaten  in  the  pre-war  period  1935-39,  and  represents  an  increase  of 
around  20  pounds  over  the  present  rate  of  moat  consumption). 
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SSPORT  AH)  IMPORT  CCFTRCLS  SKCTU.D  BE  CCFTIHJSD 

Urgent  Appeal  to  Organizations  and  Individuals         £>-  [);  C 
By:  Harold  Weston,-  Executive  Director  of  Food  Tor  Freedom 

May  26,  19^7 

X-0    &  ^  ' 

w^ich  iVh!  Mlls/r;  **«»   the  Congress,  and  a  third  to  be   introduced  It^f^ 

t'c  trZl  "°aSSed  if  tMS  Oovfirnaent   ls   t0  ««?   "«*   its  program  of  necessary  aid 

\>v  Europe.  £. 

S3  jSJ?,fJ!  c^ntin^nce  pf  authority  to  allocate  the  use  of  transportation  equipment 

3!  -SJ  au*hfrity  tr  ^ive  ^ain  shipments  Priority  over  the  movement  of  other  freight 
T!  TJilinr*  t     * ,V°  eTO°rt  "a*"™  tonnages  of  grain.  The  food  shortage  in  Europe 
Ha  <Z  l  1°   te  fully  as  serious  next  winter  as  it  has  been  this  year,  since  floods* 
and  frost  have  destroyed  much  of  the  European  winter  grain  crop  and  interfered  with 
!S2*J Wanting,  and  the  U.S.  must  keep  supplies  moving  at  top  speed  or  accept  its 
share  of  responsibility  for  malnutrition  and  hunger  which  will  result. 

L*<IZ°?   bi+1^r^ld  *xtend  allocation  and  priorities  powers  over  a  few  commodities 
■'hich  are  still  in  short  supply  and  of  which  this  country  would  purchase  more  than  its 
SiLI  r  \   c°ntrols  were  abolished.  Nitrogen  fertiliser  for  example,  is  badlv 
needed  abroad,  but  with  Present  high  food  prices  our  total  production  of  fertilizer 
greatly  expanded  during  the  war,  would  be  absorbed  at  home  if  the  Government  did  not 
have  the  authority  to  direct  Producers  to  sell  a  small  share  in  export  markets.  The 
same  is  true  of  a  few  non-food  commodities  such  as  tin  plate  and  certain  machinery. 
etc.  Without  import  controls,  fats  and  oils  would  flow  into  the  United  States  where 
industrial  firms  are  in  a  position  to  outbid  foreign  competitors.  Also  the  supplies 
urgently  needed  to  maintain  health  in  other  countries  would  be  correspondingly" reduced. 
For  example,  copra  from  the  Philippines  would  tend  to  be  absorbed  by  U.S.  soap  manu- 
facturers instead  of  being  used  for  human  consumption  in  Europe. 

The  third  type  of  control  which  the  Congress  is  being  asked  to  extend  is  export  con- 
trols, which  are  still  badly  needed  in  connection  with  relief  shipments  and" the  aid 
to  Greece  and  Turkey  recently  approved  by  the  Congress.  Unless  the  Government  can 
direct  exports  of  such  badly  needed  supplies  as  wheat,  fats  and  coal  into  the  areas 
reduced6       m°St'  "*  aMlity  to  aid  in  "European  reconstruction  will  be  greatly 

President  Truman  has  expressed  his  concern  about  the  above  legislation  to  Congress 
Powerful  American  industry  groups  (example  wool)  are  putting  tremendous  pressure  on 
Congress  contrary  to  what  Food  For  Freedom  believes  is  in  the  national  interest  and 
certainly  detrimental  to  our  government's  basic  policy  of  reducing  barriers  for  ex- 
panding world  trade.  We  appeal  to  all  national  organizations  and  individuals  who  care 
profoundly  about  world  recovery  to  make  their  opinions  heard  at  once  before  it  is  too 

Xft  u6^ 


Food  For  Freedom 

1002  -  11  Street,  1T.W. 

Washington  1,'  D.C. 


The  Sanger  of  "Playing  International  Politics  wi th  Relief" 


- 


Washington  Post  Editorial  f\,y 

October  23,  1945   I  v        Q  r\   Q 


FUNDS  FOR  UNRRA 


There  is  occasion  for  concern  over  soir.s  of  the  amendments  which  have  "been 
proposed  in  connection  with  the  $550,000,000  requested  appropriation  for  the 
United  Nations  Relief  and  Rehabilitation  Administration,  This  sum  represents  the 
"balance  pledged  to  the  international  organization  when  Congress  authorized  an 
American  contribution  of  $1,350,000,000.   It  is  needed  now,  urgently  needed,  for 
the  purchase  of  foodstuffs  and  other  supplies  to  be  shipped  into  the  liberated 
Countries  of  Europe  in  which  UNRRA  is  operating.  UNRRA' s  activities  were  badly 
impeded  in  its  early  days  by  a  scarcity  of  shipping  and  supplies.   -Tow  that  shipping 
and  supplies  are  relatively  plentiful,  it  would  bo  tragic  if  the  organization  wore 
hampered  by  a  lack  of  funds.  The  needs  of  Europe  are  immediate  and  brook  no  delay. 
If  we  are  to  help  the  helpless  through  the  desperate  winter  ahead,  there  must  be  no 
break  in  the  UNRRA  pipeline. 

Representative  Herter  of  Massachusetts,  after  a  two-month  tour  of  European  coun- 
tries served  by  UNRRA,  brought  back  to  the  House  last  week  a  lucid  and  illuminating 
report  on  the  operations  of  the  agency.  It  was  an  extremely  favorable  report  for 
the  most  part,  and  !.>.  Herter  was  wholly  sympathetic  to'TORRA'a  aims.  He  observed, 
however,  that  "in  some  of  the  countries  which  I  visited,  bitter  criticisms  were 
voiced  against  the  UNRRA  operation,  often  by  our  own  officials,  because  of  the 
feeling  that  too  little  was  known  as  to  what  became  of  UNRRA  goods  once  they  entered 
the  country,  and  too  little  was  known  of  the  operations  of  the  government  with  re- 
spect to  its  own  economic  problems," 

To  correct  these  defects,  Mr.  Herter  has  proposed  that  no  part  of  the  American 
contribution  to  UNRRA  shall  be  used  in  any  country  unless  it  certifies,  among  other 
things,  that  press  representatives  "will  be  granted  full  liberty  to  observe  and  re- 
port upon  the  distribution  snd  utilization  of  relief  and  rehabilitation  supplies 
and  services,"  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  UNRRA  would  be  aided,  and  that  American 
confidence  in  its  activities  would  bo  enhanced,  by  unhampered' reporting  on  the  part 
of  American  correspondents.   It  is  much  loss  certain,  however,  that  this  freedom 
ought  to  be  brought  about  in  the  manner  suggested  by  Mr,  Herter,  Wo  should  like 
very  much,  of  course,  to  leave 'Amen  can  newspapermen  unl  eashod  in  countries  whore 
their  movements  are  now  restricted!  and  we  hope  that  the  State  Department  will  con- 
tinue to  press  for  this  right.  Put  we  doubt  the  wisdom  of  obtaining  it  through  the 
throat  of  withholding  food  from  the  hungry.  Freedom  for  American  press  representa- 
tives is  a  political  matter,  however  desirable;  and  the  attachment  of  it  as  a  con- 
dition upon  an  act  of  charity  smacks  of  playing  international  politics  with  relief. 

The  conditions  under  which  UNRPA  aid  is  extended  roro  agreed  upon  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  44  nations,  aid,  properly  execute:!,  they  afford  abundant  assurance 
that  relief  will  go  to  the  genuinely  needy.   If  the  United  States  imposes  special 
conditions  for  the  use  of  its  contribution,  other  nations  maybe  strongly  tempted 
to  do  likewise  respecting  the  funds  that  they  donate.   The  upshot  may  bo  to  hamstring 
UKRSA  completely,   The  absurd  lengths  to  which  the  attachment  of  special  conditions 
can  go  was  illustrated  bv  ■Hnendmonts  proposed  by  Representative  Clarence  Pre'--  which 
world  forbid  the  use  of  American  funds  in  any  country  which  interferes  internally 
with  freedom  of  the  prose  or  imposes  any  censorship  upon  information  in  time  of 
peace.  This  would  make  impossible,  for  example,  the  provision  of  any  relief  for  the 
Philippines  because  General  MacArthur  feels  that  press  limitations  are  still  nec- 
essary tiler e.  Perhaps  we  had  better  let  UNERA  tend  strictly  to  the  administration 
of  relief  and  leave  it  to  the  Stat.:  Department  to  bring  about,  the  political  condi- 
tions we  desire. 
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FOOD  FOR  FREEDOM  .£.  [j  \ 

GENERAL  STATEMENT  OF  PRINCIPLES  AND  PURPOSES 


Food  For  Freedom  has  been  organized  by  a  group  of  citizens  of  diverse 
interests  who  are  united  in  the  conviction  that  food  can  and  must  he 
made  to  play  a  vital  part  in  shortening  the  war  and  in  laying  the 
foundations  for  peace.  Food  is  one  preventive  of  chaos,  revolution 
and  counter-revolution. 

Recognizing  the  enormous  power  of  voluntary  effort  in  winning  the  war, 
Food  For  Freedom  intends  to  rally  support  outside  the  government  for 
these  fundamental  objectives: 

1.  Clear  and  current  information  to  the  public  concerning 
requirements  and  production  of  food.  Americans  will  make 
great  sacrifices  if  they  believe  those  adjustments  are 
necessary  and  fairly  shared. 

2,  Stimulation  of  greater  food  production  by  every  possible 
means  and  more  efficient  planning  and  marketing  of  essential 
war  foods  by  methods  equitable  to  all  concerned. 

3>     Building  up  of  the  necessary  food  stocks  for  our  fighting 
forces  and  those  of  our  allies,  for  our  own  civilian  needs, 
and  for  Lend-Lease  requirements  including  the  emergency 
feeding  of  those  peoples  we  are  pledged  to  liberate. 

K.     Conservation  of  food,  adjustment  of  food  habits  to  a  wartime 
diet,  and  more  effective  utilization  of  food  supplies  in  the 
United  States  to  maintain  nutrition  standards  necessary  to 
get  maximum  war  production  here  and  by  our  allies. 

5.  Over -a 11  management  of  our  food  supplies  to  prevent  inflation 
and  forestall  the  collapse  of  our  American  economic  system. 

6.  In  our  own  self-interest  support  now  and  after  the  war  of 
generous  American  assistance  in  the  foreign  relief  and 
rehabilitation  program  of  the  United  Nations  and  cooperation 
in  long-range  agricultural  planning  based  on  international 
agreements. 

No  conflict  of  interests,  whether  in  Congress,  the  Executive  Departments, 
or  outside  of  government  must  be  allowed  to  block  a  program  of  this  basic 
nature  and  the  epecific  actions  required  to  put  it  into  effect. 


"rlunger  Can  Lose  the  *'Jar  and  tfreck  the  Peace" 
W '    ..  '    /-   .^  /,   /  —  Food  for  Freedom,  July,  19V3. 


r  0  3  3  pop,  j  - 


"Low,  an  in  I9V3 ,  the  purpose  of  our  organization 

is  summed  up  in  its  name  —  Food  for  Freedom. "       v  ft   8  0  9 

I  he  Record  and  the.  L'eed  °[J[  6"  ^t\l> 

19^2 —  "£o  one  will  go  hungry  if  without  other  means  of  livelihood  in  any    MX^X 
territory  occupied  by  the  United  Nations,  if  it  is  humanly  with in 
our  -oov^r  to  make  the  necessary  su-.rolies  available  to  then.  PLLSILSLL 
FRAXXZJX  D.  H00S37EL2,  ITovember  13. 

1 924.3 —  "Hunger  is  a  time  bomb.  Such  bombs  have  been  sown  abroad...  tfe  must 
accumulate  the  munitions  of  peace —  food.  Food  is  the  one  preventa- 
tive of  chaos,  revolution  and  counter-revolution...  America's  fond 
can  make  the  difference  between  a  temporary  armistice  and  a  lasting 
peace."  FOOD  FOR  FKEEDOM,  July. 

19^4 —  "U.  S.  supplies  are  short  in  four  of  the  six  essential  foods  for 
foreign  relief,"  DS.  E0V7AHD  lOLLLY,  at  FOOD  FTP  FB32D0M  meeting, 
iTovember. 

I945 —  "We  ask  that  you  direct  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  ret  aside  the 
maximum  amount  of  food  '-re  can  send  to  our  friends  overseas  so  that 
they  can  sooner  take  care  of  themselves."  Aupeal  to  Frcsident  Harry  S. 
Truman  by  FOOD  FOE  FREEDOM  AITD  ^7  02EER  lIAIIOil-,1  ORGAlTILAri OFS ,  White 
House  Conference,  September. 

1924,6—  "The  United  States  has  not  fulfilled  its  premises  to  help  the  victims 
of  the  war  by  averting  famine  earlier  this  year;  the  food  emergency 
due  to  the  war  still  confronts  nan;.'  parts  of  the  world;  many  Americans 
are  becoming  preoccupied  with  their  o'-'n  personal  affairs,  forgetting 

that  peace  is  net  yet  won."  ?r  CD  FCH  FHSEDCI',  September. 

19^7 —  Hunger  Will  Continue — 

World  deficit  in  fats  and  oils,  estimated  6  billion  pounds. 
World  deficit  in  bread  grains,   estimated  8  mil  ion  tons. 

20  million  children  in  Europe  must  have  extra  food  in  19--7  to 
grow  up  healthy  in  body  and  mind. 

EOW,  *S  IP  19*4.3,  PCD  yea  FHPDD":.:  3ELTEVSS:   :,LC  "HI?  AITD  WIL  IHE  PEACE,  KIL"IO~!S 

must  3*1...  hll-gsr  ca:  loss  she  war  .pd  -..osc::  see  ll.,cl.:' 

ILL'S  PI PISH  SHE  J"3! 

Food  for  Freedom,  Inc.,  1002  11th  Street,  F.  If.  ,  Washington  1,  D.  C. ,  Executive  7031 

October,  I9L6 
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coirrzHsrcs  fo?;  acttott  to  stop  the  m^c^  ^f  g^AMigg 

The  Following  Resolution  will  be  Sii~br.it ted  to  the  Conference : 

Eecause  millions  face  famine  now  and  in  the  months  to  come; 

Because  food  shipped  from  the  United  States  has  not  "been  pronorti onal  to  the*  «■%  ri 

needs  or  to  what  we  could  have  provided;  "X-D 

Because  we  are  convinced  that  most  Americans  are  prepared  to  make  real*  /  ^   CT. 

sacrifices  to  end  starvation;  •  ^  -*  ' 

And  because  this  is  necessary  for  the  establishment  of  peace;  ...  /  ~? 

TTe  urge  our  government  not  only  to  double,  where  possible,  its  famine  emer- 
gency program  of  immediate  shipments  but  also  to  increase  production  of  foods 
needed  for  relief  and  to  obtain,  by  requisition  if  necessary,  for  purchase  by 
other  governments  and  UKERA  during  the  coming  year  a  much  larger  proportion  of 
cur  abundant  food  supply  than  has  been  made  available  during  the  past  year,  and 
to  provide  for  consumer  rationing  to  assure  fair  distribution  at  home  of  any  foods 
made  scarce  by  this  action,  at  the  same  time  safeguarding  the  interests  of 
farriers,  workers  and  employers  who  may  suffer  disadvantage  by  this  all-out  effort 
to  stop  the  march  of  famine. 

Plans  for  Action  rill  be  Presented  for  Consideration  on  the  Following  Points; 
I.   Trie  first  crisis  period  -  for  shipment  prior  to  July  1,  1946. 

1.  (Plan  I)  Of  some  foods,  the  amounts  committed  or  promised  for  shipside 
delivery  by  June  30  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to  UNHRA  and  to  the 
nations  which  -nay  for  their  imports  have  been  less  than  .half  the  total  allo- 
cated by  the  USDA  for  the  first  half  of  JS$r-7'   The  first  st^p  woutd  be  to 
lulfill  all  allocations  previously  made.  This  would  create  serious  temporary 
shortages  of  some  of  these  foods  in  the  U.S.   There  is  reason  to  believe  a 
temporary  ration  system  -  in  part  voluntary  -  could  be  set  up  within  a  short 
time  to  lessen  resulting  inequities  in  distribution. 

2.  (Plan  II)   The  currently  planned  shipment  of  U.S.  food  for  the  month  of 
June  should  be  doubled  where  possible.   It  is  believed  this  could  be  done  for 
most  relief  foods,  provided  premiums,  certificates  and  requisitioning  '"ere 
used  where  necessary. 

II.  Proposed  action  to  overcome  continuing  famine  in  Europe  and  Asia. 

1.  Clear  recognition  that  the  famines  emergency  will  continue  at  least  until 
crops  art.  harvested  in  1947,  that  adverse  weather  or  dissipation  of  food 
resources  here  or  abroad  may  retard  world  economic  recovery  several  years, 
and  that  ganeral  world  food  shortages  are  apt  to  continue  another  five  years. 
Tnis  calls  for  cooperative  and  affirmative  action  oy   the  United  Nations.   The 
United  States  cannot  do  its  part  en  a  business -as-usual  basis.  We  must  stop 
playing  politics  with  hunger. 

2.  (Plan  III)   Some  international  agency  should  be  created  to  function  during 
this  five-year  period  to  spur  production  of  the  needed  "lands  of  food   to 
facilitate  procurement  and  preclude  corrroetitive  and  speculative  buying,  to 
provide  a  democratic  method  for  allocation  of  exportable  foods  and  to  balance 
production  as  world  consumption  needs  change.  .An  International  Food  Commission 
with  three  to  five  regional  sub-commissions  is  proposed. 


&'    IH: 
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Issued  for  Joint  'Jorking;  Group   for  Aid  to  Liberated  People 
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170TS:     heeting  September  11,    8:15  p.  m.,    Y.   ".  C.  A.,    17th  and  K  Streets  IT.  T7.f 
7ashingtor.,   Z.   C.    ,   Representatives  of  all  participating  organizations 
please  attend. 

ITZT  IE'rZh0?:TI.'T5 

1.  ~ZZ  Z-TS  0?  LZ1TD  IZA5Z:      The  sudden  end  of  lend  lease  will  make   it  very  diffi- 
cult for  the  Western  Zuropean  Nations  to  purchase   our  American,  food   in  time  to 
prevent  hunger  as  their  dwindling  small  supplies  give  out.     They  must  place  orders 
immediately  to  receive   delivery  this  winter.     There  will  be   delays    in  arrc-nging 
for  payment  which  must  now  be  made,    and  in  negotiating  credits  which  may  reouire 
legislation  in  some  cases.     Hew  procedures  must  be  worked  out   to   replace  the   suddenly 
stopped  lend-lease  machinery.     '.Thile  this  major   reorganization   is  going  on 

both  here   end  in  the  purchasing  nations,    there   is  great  danger  that   the   flow  of 
desperately  needed  supplies  will  be   interrupted, 

2.  TJj^?A  RTJ:"/i:.:5  OUT  OP  FigTUS,     U1PPA  needs  the  bal-nce  of  $550,000,000  remain- 
ing to  be  appropriated  by  Congress   out   of  our  first   authorized  installment  of  a 
billion  and  a  third.     Tney  also  need  a  second  installment   of  a  billion  and  a 
third,   which  the  President  said  was    'fully  justified'    in  his  message  to  C0ngress, 
September  6.     (Recommended  action  on  UilPPA  appropriations   in  subsequent  Bulletins) 

3.  ZISZhHO'VZP:  PLAITS  TO  PA  IS  3  PITT  LZ7ZL  OF  GZPJIAITS   from  1100  to  2000  calories  a 
day  per  person.     Compare  this  with  the  plight   of  the  average  person   in  some  of 
the  liber-ted  areas   if  imports  are  not  available! 

G2ZZ0Z  has  970  calories  per  day  per  person 
ALPA'IA  has  1015  calories  per  day  per  person 
L7CP.7TAY  has  1115  calories  per  day  per  person 
ZZLG-IUh  has   1795  calories  per  day  per  person 
KOLLAITD  has  1530  calories  per  day  per  person 

E  253  Ul'ITZD  STATZ3   173  3A7Z  PP.OII  3500  TO  4000 J 

4.  PAT  101"  POETS  CUT   instead  of  food  going  to  starving  people.      On  August  30 
trie  OPA  announced  a  more  plentiful  supply  of  meat   for  American  civilians,    and 
a  resultant  cut   in  the  ration  values  of  most  types   of  meat,     "ithin  two  weeks 
0f  the  end  of  the  war,   American  meat   rations  are  being  increased  over  twenty 
per  cent,    from  a  rate   of  112  pounds  a  year   in  August   to   135  pounds   in  September. 
There   is  no   indication  so  far  that   shipments  to  Z--,ro pe  will  be   increased. 

r7ti«m    tc    ■i^■nT"T',    *y\ — < 


1.     negotiations  for   interview  with  President  Truman  progressing  (each  organi- 
zation will  receive   statement  to  be  presented  to   the  President   for   its 
approval  or   criticism) 


POOL  JO?.  PZACL         } 

j;-  DEC- 
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Issued  for  Joint  .'^rking  G-rouo  for  Aid  to  Liberated  People 

Septeaogr  12  1945  . 

••^  x  Wrfto 

LAKISLIIB  10  :f2C073  ALL  POOD  ??.CI:  PJffilOi'IlTG  -  "Tith  present  purchasing  power 
we  will  soon   eat  up  all    food  needed  to  prevent   starvation  abroad  this  winter. 

JKAg  10  30 

S3PD  TSISCEJ&SS  TO  CLIITTOh  P.   AH3E3SOK,   Secretary  of  Agriculture 

?  -  Demand  that  Secretary  Anderson  (1)    allocate  and  send  immediately 


more  -food  for  liberated  and  allied  countries  (2)    continue  rationing  of  scarce 
food's  for  this  purpose   and  for  fair  distribution  here. 

II  3  15  5h~Q?.T  -  Secretary  Anderson  has  returned.      He  will  make  allocations   in  next 
few  days   for  final   quarter. 

la&SLLS  OOTJ-'T  -     As  many  Messages  as  possible  should  be    sent  by  organizations, 
leaders,   members  and  friends. 

T7hT  -  Yon.  know  the  compelling  reasons  listed  below: 

1.  Humanitarian  -  Liberated  people  will  starve  this  winter.     This  lias  been 
recognized  officially  (See  prior  Bulletins  for   facts) 

2.  Legal  end  Moral  Obligation  -  7e  promised  aid  when  these  people  were  re„ 
sis ting  our  common  enemies. 

3.  Peace   and  _  e.nocracy  at  Stake  -  General  Eisenhower  has   said,    "Tithout    food 
there  will  be  no  peace,"     Obviously  starving  peo  le  can  not  build  stable 
democracies.     Chaos  may  result. 

4.  Loss   of  American  Sood  "■?!!  -  Our  good  will  will  turn   into  bitt  r  resentment 
if  we  ( a)    welch  on   our  promise  to  help,    (b)    become  gluttons  while   others 

starve   (Canada  has  just   derationed  neat  anile  we  plan  to  release  rationing) 
and  (c)    feed  German  civilians   2000  calories  a  day  as  announced  'oy  General 
Eisenhower  while  our  allies  have  much  less. 

5.  Loor   of  Post-Tar  Markets  ~  Good  will   is   essential   for   trade.      If  our    ::ood 
will    is  turned  into  resentment  we  will  lose   our  greatest   asset    in  competing 
for   expanding  post-war  export  markets   so  essential   for  full  employment   here. 

SPPC ~  AL  i'OIZ  -  p-esident  Truman  has  agreed  to  receive  a  delegation  on  Monday  teptember 
17,    to  discuss   this  problem.     A  joint  statement  has   oeen  prepared  by  P0od 
for  Freedom  and  rent   by  letter  to  the  leaders   of  -all   interested  national 
organizations  for  their  approval.     This  statement   is  to  be  presented  to 

the  President. 

""CL05UP.3  -  Material  on  Washington  Po0(i  Conference  of  local  organizations  called 

'^r  Americans  United  as  a  Bample   for  use  elsewhere,    including  radio   'spot' 
ana ouuc  em  en t  s . 
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ITS?  ginjIflPMMgS 

DELEGATION  CALLS  ON  PRESIDENT:  A  delegation  of  27  national  organization 
representatives  called  upon  the  President  of  the  United  States  on  September 
17  and  presented  a  petition  on  behalf  of  48  national  organizations  having  a 
total  membership  of  over  50,000,000  people,  asking  him  to  speed  help  to  the 
liberated  peoples  in  time  to  prevent  starvation  this  winter. 

Mrs.  Dwight  W.  Morrow  acted  as  spokesman  for  the  delegation.   Indi- 
vidual' oral  statements  were  made  by  Dr.  TTilliara  Allan  Neilson,  Mrs.  Edgar 
Mowrer,  and  Mr.  Boris  Shishkin.  A  special  plea  was  made  for  a  public 
statement  from  the  President  giving  information  on  the  need  and  what  we  are 
doing  as  a  nation  to  meet  it. 

A  few  hours  later  the  President  issued  a  statement  in  answer  to  the 
petition.  A  copy  of  this  statement  together  with  an  analysis  are  attached. 
Copies  of  the  petition  have  been  previously  sent  to  the  full  mailing  list. 

After  'the  meeting  with  the  President  the  delegates  met  for  luncheon 
to  discuss  next  steps.   Senator  George  Aiken  of  Vermont  and  Senator  Glen 
Taylor  of  Idaho  were  present.  Later  that  day  a  committee  of  delegates 
called  upon  the  majority  and  minority  leaders  of  the  Senate. 

UNBRA.:  It  was  clear  that  the  most  important  step  in  averting  starvation  in 
Europe  this  winter  is  to  secure  immediate  appropriation  of  the  remaining 
£550,000,000  due  UBBBA  from  the  U.  S.  and  strongest  possible  support  for 
additional  funds  to  continue  its  work  during  next  year. 

No  more  food  except  what  has  already  been  contracted  for  can  be  sent 
to  Europe  by  UHEBA  until  this  appropriation  is  made.  Director  General 
Lehman  emphasized  this  urgency  before  Congressional  Committees  recently. 

A  bill  for  the  ^550,000,000  will  shortly  be  sent  to  the  House  Appro- 
priations Committee.   Indications  are  that  this  bill  will  not  have  serious 
opposition.  Later  Congress  will  consider  the  new  request  for  *1, 350, 000, 000. 
This  legislation  rill  need  the  full  support  of  all  those  who  believe  in 
international  cooperation  if  it  is  to  t>ass. 

RATIONING:  The  many  expressions  of  support  for  rationing  as  long  as  neces- 
sary to  help  feed  our  friends  have  had  a  profound  effect  upon  government 
decisions.  The  landslide  to  remove  controls  over  scarce  foods  has  been 
noticably  slowed  do^n.   Organizations  and  individuals  who  have  sent  letters 
and  wires  arc  to  be  congratulated. 

T'HAT  TO  DO 

CONCENTRATE  ON  WOBKING  FOB  UKEEA  APPROPRIATIONS 
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October  10,  1945 

HI  dehelopeehts 

President  Truman  has  finally  asked  Congress  to  appropriate  $550,000,000 
immediately  for  UNHRA  "To  meet  acute  need  and  privation"  during  the  coming 
winter  in  Europe,  He  said  "I  shall  shortly  submit  a  recommendation  for  an 
additional  contribution  to  enable  UHE3A  to  meet  its  new  responsibilities  and 
to  complete  its  programs". 

"Unless  UHRSA  is  enabled  to  speed  ample  shipments  of  supplies  to  these 
war-stricken  areas,  widespread  starvation  and  disease  will  result",  he  said. 

"Our  wholehearted  support  will  be  a  real  contribution  toward  a  stable 
and  enduring  peace." 

Chairman  Cannon  of  the  Rouse  Appropriations  Committee  says  that  hearings 
will  commence  this  week. 

WHAT  IS  BEIHC  DOME 

At  the  luncheon  following  the  visit  of  the  delegation  to  see  the  President 
it  was  -proposed  that  a  conference  be  held  in  Washington  to  arouse  popular 
support  for  aid  to  the  liberated  people.   In  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
United  Nations  Forum  will  hold  a  meeting  December  3  in  Constitution  Hall  on 
"Immediate  Heeds  of  Europe",  and  that  the  State  Department  has  under  con- 
sideration a  two  day  conference  in  the  near  future  for  national  organizations 
on  U,  S.  international  commitments,  it  was  decided  to  devote  our  energ-'  to 
work  in  the  field,  rather  than  to  organise  another  mass  meeting. 

WHAT  TO  DO 

UNRRA  needs  funds  desperately  to  buy  food  and  supplies  in  time  to  prevent 
suffering  this  winter.   This  has  two  phases: 

1.   3550,000,000  appropriation,  now  before  the  Appropriations  Committee  of 
the  House. 

a.  Organizations  are  urged  to  send  resolutions  and  statements  to 
Clarence  Cannon,  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

b.  The  bill  "-ill  first  go  before  the  Deficiency  Sub-committee  composed 
of  Clarence  Cannon,  Jed  Johnron,  Louis  Ludlow,  Emmet  O'Neal,  Louis  C. 
Eabaut,  J,  Buoll  Snyder,  Everett  M.  Dirksen,  John  Taber  and  Diehard  B, 
Wig"lesworth.  Wires  or  letters  should  go  immediately  to  the  above 
listed  members. 

c.  LETTERS  FROM  CONSTITUENTS  SHOULD  GO  TO  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  APPROPRI- 
ATIONS C  OK:,:  IT  TEE.   For  this  we  enclose  a  list  of  the  Committee  with 
home  residence.  Letters  from  others  should  go  to  representatives  from 
the  v.-ri tor's  own  state  or  to  Chairman  Cannon  or  ranking  minority  loader 
John  Taber  of  Auburn,  Hew  York. 
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Delay  |leang  Hunger  -  The  pipeline  of  UNBEA  food  supplies  will  he  seriously 
drained  "by  Christmas  if  Congress  does  not  vote  the  remainder  of  the  auth- 
orized U.S.  contribution  by  early  November.  UNBRA  is  now  out  of  funds. 
Its  present  supplies  will  last  only  till  the  end  of  November.  If  the  new 
funds  are  not  forthcoming  soon  there  will  not  be  adequate  food  to  put  on 
the  ships  in  December.   The  first  Christinas  after  victory  may  be  a  day  of 
hunger  for  millions. 

As  far  back  as  September  6,  President  Trunan  in  his  massage  to  Congress 
recognized  the  urgent  need  of  UNBEA  for  funds.  Despite  the  emergency,  the 
measure  is  still  in  the  Appropriations  Committee  of  the  House,  (where  it 
may  be  held  for  another  ten  days)  after  which  it  must  be  considered  by  the 
House,  then  the  Senate  Appropriations  Committee  and  then  the  Senate. 

Amendments  to  UJBjBA  Appropriation  -  Kany  amendments  are  being  proposed. 
These  delay  passage  and  are  not  generally  understood.  Furthermore  some  of 
the  amendments  would  delay  distribution  of  food  and  supplies,  as  lengthy- 
negotiations  would  be  required  between  UIvRRA  and  the  receiving  countries. 
The  pending  appropriation  bill  is  not  the  proper  method  of  effecting 
changes  in  UNRRA's  policy.  Those  amendments  which  relate  directly  to 
UERRA  should  be  deferred  until  the  Foreign  Affairs  Committee  considers  the 
second  31,350,000,000  authorization  in  the  near  future.  Even  then  such 
amendments  should  not  be  in  the  form  of  conditions  imposed  unilaterally 
by  the  United  States.  This  would  set  a  most  unfortunate  precedent.   Should 
such  a  procedure  be  adopted,  other  countries  would  be  justified  in  imposing 
other  conditions  with  the  result  that  the  international  agencies  could  not 
properly  function.   If  amendments  relating  directly  to  UNREA  seemed  desir- 
able, the  "Bretton  Woods"  procedure  could  be  followed  in  connection  with 
the  next  UNBRA  authorization  bill.   The  United  States  reproscntativo  would 
be  required  by  the  amendment  to  propose  the  substance  of  the  amendment  for 
adoption  by  the  governing  body.  The  Central  Committee  of  UiHRA  can  make 
such  policy  decisions  on  short  notice  and  it  is  the  proper  body  +  o  fix 
policies  by  resolution.   This  procedure  is  prescribed  in  the  UNBEA  agree- 
ment by  which  the  United  States  is  bound  as  one  of  the  parties. 

Representative  Hertcr  (R. ,  Kass.)  has  proposed  several  amendments  which  are 
open  to  the  above  objections.  A  copy  of  his  speech  which  is  otherwise  of 
great  interest  is  enclosed  and  also  an  excellent  editorial  in  the  Washington 
Post  of  October  33d  on  UNREA  amendments. 

In  addition  an  amendment  has  been  proposed  by  Representative  Brown  (H. ,  Ohio) 
that  funds  can  only  be  used  for  countries  which  afford  free  access  to  the 
press.   This  does  not  relate  directly  to  UNREA  and  has  a  political  objective. 
Laudatory  as  the  purpose  is,  its  attainment  should  be  the  responsibility  of 
the  State  Department,  Representative  Emily  Taft  Douglas  (D.,  111.)  has 
spoken  out  forcefully  against  using  UNREA  legislation  for  this  political 
purpose.   To  quote  from  the  Washington  Post:   "...wo  hope  the  State  Department 
will  continue  to  press  for  this  right  (iree  press).  But  wo  doubt  the  wisdom 
of  obtaining  it  through  the  threat  of  withholding  food  from  the  hungry." 
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NETT  DEVELOPMENTS  -  UHRRA 

"31  ac.'-mail"  -  Relief  and  Politics t  House  Republicans  led  by  Representatives 
Brown,  Dirksen,  Martin,  Taber,  Herter  and  others  forced  passage  (IBS  to  163) 
of  Brown  Amendment  to  the  $550,000,000  UITRRA  appropriation.  This  is  the  so- 
called- "free-press"  amendment.   It  attempts  to  achieve  a  desirable  political 
objective  by  withholding  food  from  the  hungry.   It  mixes  relief  with  politics, 
leads  to  deterioration  of  American  foreign  relations  and  sets  a  most  unfor- 
tunate precedent  in  opening  the  door  to  conditions  imposed  solely  by  one 
nation  in  violation  of  agreements  which  provide  for  decions  by  joint  action. 
It  seems  clear  that  the  Republicans  who  made  a  party  issue  of  this  will 
regret  their  decision  and  that  the  leaders  of  the  Administration  and  State 
Department  which  failed  to  provide  the  leadership  to  defeat  this  amendment 
and  other  conditions  will  be  embarrassed  by  the  precedent,  not  only  as  to 
UNKEA  but  also  as  to  other  international  agencies.  A  vote  for  the  Brown 
Amendment  we  believe  means  placing  party  politics  above  international  co- 
operation and  relief  as  emphasised  in  the  enclosed  Washington  Post  editorial 
4,Relief  and  Politics"  of  November  3.   It  concludes,  "The  Brown  amendment 
imposes  a  condition  which  is,  in  any  case,  impossible  of  fulfillment  and. 
which,  if  enforced,  will  condemn  millions  to  hunger.  UNBRA  was  established 
not  for  the  purpose  of  opening  foreign  doors  to  American  newspapermen  but 
for  the  simple,  humanitarian  purpose  of  getting  food  to  starving  human  beings. 
We  hope  the  Senate  will  have  a  better  sense  of  valu.es." 

The  3530,000,000  appropriation  now  goes  to  the  Senate  where  every  effort 
should  be  made  to  defeat  the  Brown  Amendment  and  to  place  the  other  delaying 
conditions  imposed  by  the  House  on  a  proper  international  basis. 

Hearings  on  $1 , 350 , 000 , 000  Aut ho ri zati on :  This  is  the  second  U.S.  install- 
ment for  UNEBA  recommended  by  President  Truman.  Hearings  are  expected  to 
begin  in  the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee  about  Novemb ^r  13.   Isolation- 
ists will  attempt  to  defeat  this  entirely.   Others  will  seek  to  reduce  the 
amount  or  limit  UNEEA's  operations.  For  example  the  Republican  Food  Study 
Committee  Report  (Record,  10-29-45)  recommends  that  all  operations  of  UNBRA 
be  discontinued  in  China  and  the  Far  East,  and  that  relief  bo  turned  over  to 
some  new  agency,  presumably  under  solo  control  of  the  United  States.  This 
would  result  in  disasterous  delays  and  increased  suffering.  The  Committee's 
report  does  not  take  into  consideration  that  UNERA  operations  for  China  are- 
well  under  way  -  food  shipments  iiave  been  made  -  personnel  have  been  labor- 
iously trained  and  are  in  China  -  plans  are  fully  developed  —  all  this  re- 
presents almost  two  years'  work  and  it  is  unthinkable  to  attempt  substitute 
arrangements  now.   The  above  Committee's  proposal  '^ould  be  a  severe  blow  to 
international  cooperation  and  to  the  United  Nations  which  have  set  up  UNREA 
to  handle  relief  as  part  of  their  war  obligations  and  the  first  necessary 
step  toward  Peace. 
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IT'S  U?  20  YOU  UOUj  X"D      8u   * 

la  v.0asreoa  tne  JI133A  le yislatioa  is  becoming  the  test   of  0Ur  ability  to  co- 
operate  interaati  anally— tae  basis  for  PhACZ.    gonoral  ZJisea.iower  recognized   t'-o 
issue   in  ais   testimony  before  tie  House  ?0rel^a  Affairs  C0mo.ittee  oa  Ewak^iviTg 
Day.     de  said: 

lfUU7:-A  represents  one  najor  effort  of  tie  United  1?  tioas   to  act   con- 
structively la    leetia.r  the   challeare  of  the  peace.      The  united  States 
assumed  leadsrsaip   in  organising  TTU.iU.      The  United  States  h*  =  also 
asguaed  1  .ad&rr-ip  in  ur^iaj  twos  tne  other  nations  of  the  world  the 
tnotvht   taat   by  united  action  and  consultation  tnrouuh  such  a  medium 
as   t...e   Jaited  -  -tioas  Organization  resort   to  war  snail  not   araia  be 
necessary. 

"She  ravished  nations   of  the  world  are   looking  to  UUhhA  for  their   re- 
lief in  tnis  period  of  their  necessity. 

"If  U133A  were  to   ::ail  them,    tney  could  not  help  but   feel  that  not   onl- 
nad  tne    Jaited  States  failed  them  but   that   the  nope   of  solution  of 
world  problems  through  United  hat  ions  action  was  an   illusory  one. 

irI  ar.  convinced  that  "the  best,  ay  of  developing  the  ,:abit  of  cooperation 
i<?  oy  ouildiny  and  support  in.,  effective  operating  international"  organi- 
zations  such  as  the  United  Nations  lelief  and  Rehabilitation  Administration," 

Congress  will  vote  the   full  $1,330,000,000  autaorizat ion  for  """hi  onl-  if 
they  receive   expressions  of  support  from  the  American  public        S^nce  A-  u-t'  o— a ai- 
zatioas  neve   received  information  oa  the  desperate  need  overseas   aid  su "■'-  estions 
for  action.     _.o  -  it    is  your  tvra.     jcv:  is  the   time   for  actio-  bymeaber?   of  or^ani- 
zations.  " -"" 

^=32£^hh.-7'-i'-''"  cclt-.ujss'oU  a.u  35u.-/f  o  ;.s  auj  rusi3~-  upou  U'hh  suppo0^1  uci 


~.e  /°-;°  -o^  v..  Affairs  C0  uittee     .as  completed  hearings   oa  the  Si,  330,000,000 
authorization  and  t_a   Senate  Appropriations   Con  ittee    on  the  Ion     delayed  $lhO,000  000 
appropriation,      3otn  aaasu-es   are   erp -cted  to  be  voted  upon   cvria     the   v  ch  of  -o-raab«--r 
26.      Orva.izationt  lr:.o-  the  co.r;cllinj  a—neat-,   fCr  fail  support  of  -~.^PA.     Tel- 
ecraas   to   C0a  res-aea   snould  strew    soie   o:;    the  reasons    lifted   oa  tne  enclosed  "Things 
to  G0asider.H  to 


SUCLOSUPCS:      i.     President   Iruiaa's    nessa-e  to  C0a.-resc  -  Uove  foer  13,    1945 

2.  UhUhA  -  ""hi..  ,s   to  Consider" 

3.  3-.->rope's  pliant  as    Tjater  Cones 

4.  Plyer  on  UlU.'hA  for  distribution  to  'ue  ibers  of  Organizations  - 
(Can     c   ordered  at  cost  -  70^  per  nuadred  plus  -oostage  or  $3 

per  1000  with  your   organizations'   name   at    foot.      Order 
from:    Americans  United  for  70rld  0-, •  anizatior     1710  3ve 
Street  h.    h  ,    Uar.hia.-ton  6,   3}     0.   ) 
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H3U  JEVZLOHSTTS  -  UHRRA  •      * 

The  $550,000,000   appropriation  (H.J.R.26S)    for  UURRA  has  been  passed 
finally  by  Congress  and  will  enable  UITHPJL  to  again  procure   supplies   in  the 
United  States. 

The  $1,550,000,000  authorization  (H.R.4649)    was  approved  by  the  House 
(327  -  39)   under  the  able  leadership  of  Representative  Sol  Bloom  without  the 
Brown   'free  press1   amendment.     Representative  Eerter  (R.  ,Mass.)    contributed 
by  publicly  abandoning  his   earlier  support   of  the  Brown   'free  press'    amend- 
ment.    The  amendments  which  were  passed  are   in  the  proper   international  form: 
as  recommendations  to  be  presented  by  the  United  States  representative  to  the 
Central  Committee  of  UHS3A  rather  than  as  unilateral  conditions   imposed  by 
Congress.    (See  Bulletins  6  and  7  advocating  the  procedure   finally  adopted  by 
Congress). 

This   authorization  (H.R.4649)    now  goes  to  the  Senate  F0reign  Relations 
Committee.     The  House  Appropriations  Committee  is   expected  to  consider  soon, 
actual  appropriations  under  the  new  authorization  which  are  required  by  U3C3A 
before  the  new  year.     Communications  to  Congress  should  now  stress  the  necessity 
for  passing  these  appropriations  before  Congress  adjourns   on  December  20.      In 
view  of  the  urgency  it    is  not  considered  advisable   for  organizations   to  request 
to  testify  before  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee   on  the  $1,350,000,000 
authorization,   particularly  since  that  Committee  will  hove  before   it   the  recent 
and  extensive  hearings   of  the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee. 

iiSlSILATULA.II.g.NS.l  -  Organizations  and  their  members   are  to  be 
congratulated  for  their  official  statements  before  Congressional  Committees  and 
letters  and  interviews  with  Congressmen.     These  expressions   of  opinion  had  a 
profound  effect    in  the   enactment   of  the  UiTRRA  legislation  on  a  proper   inter- 
national basis.      Since  the  primary-  objectives   of  the  Joint  Working  Group  for 
Aid  to  Liberated  Areas   as  proposed  at   the  original  Conference  in  Washington  on 
August  7,    1945,    and  subseruent  meetings  are  now  assured,    this  will  be  the  last 
Bulletin  issued  for  the  Group. 

CO^TRIBUTIOUS  BY  IHDIT'DUALS  -  The  traditional  generosity  of  America  and  the 
desperate  need  abroad  have  led  to  an   intense  desire  by  many  to  participate  as 
individuals  directly,      "e   attach  a  list  of  the  various  ways    individuals  can  help 
in  alleviating  the   suffering  to  supplement  UITRRA  which  can  not  possibly  meet  the 
need.     T7e  hope  organizations  will  call   these  programs   to  the  attention  of  their 
members  who  will  be  most  anxious  to  siiare   during  the  Christmas  Se-son, 

ZL"CL0SU":'3S:      1.    General  Eisenhower's  statement  of  i'ovembrr  22,    before  House 
Foreign  Affairs  Committee 

2.  0332*4.  in  China 

3.  Programs   for  Voluntary  Individual  Contributions   (list) 

4.  Victory  Collection  of  Canned  F0ods   (l^afLet) 
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CgNCSRFIFG  FOOD  AED  IHTERNATI CEAI  RELIEF:   SHfl-IARY  OF  MAJOR  ISSUES  AKEAT 


**U 


Critical  issues  in  the  world  food  situation  arise  so  rapidly  and  the  actual  situation 
alters  so  radically,  any  summary  of  major  issues  ahead  is  apt  to  he  highly  misleading 
unless  defined  in  very  general  terms.  It  is  increasingly  clear  that  food  and  relief 
policies  cannot  he  considered  apart  from  other  basic  economic,  social  and  political 
problems.  National  and  world  food  policies  are  bound  to  become  more  and  more  inter- 
dependent. 

The  emergency  of  the  war  and  immediate  postwar  period  has  brought  to  the  fore  consumer 
needs  and  the  rightful  place  of  primarily  consumer  nations  on  international  food 
agencies  such  as  the  International  Wheat  Council.  Today  food  policies  are  still  far 
too  often  dictated  by  profits;  consequently  hunger  persists.  Tomorrow  perhaps  food 
production  will  be  primarily  geared  to  man's  needs  for  more  food  and  better  foods.  At 
any  rate  considerable  progress  is  being  made  in  that  direction. 

The  United  Nations   Every  American  Communitv  ought  to  have  an  active  UN  discussion 

group  which  could  helo  its  community  to  keep  informed  about  rapid- 
ly expanding  VB   developments.  These  groups  may  well  be  part  of  the  activities  of 
existing  national  or  local  organisations.  Their  effectiveness  will  depend  on  community 
leadership.  Far  too  little  is  known  in  the  grass  roots  or  by  the  public  at  large 
about  the  XSS   and  its  many  permanent  or  temporary  agencies.   Our  hopes  for  lasting  peace 
and  prosperity  center  on  the  UIT. 

The  newspapers  in  America,  with  a  few  very  outstanding  exceptions,  grant  only  the 
briefest  coverage  to  the  activities  of  the  UH.  This  lack  is  somewhat  filled  by  the 
excellent  job  done  by  several  of  the  country's  leaiing  columnists.  Most  Americans, 
however,  acquire  their  knowledge  of  international  events  through  the  radio.  Therefore 
radio  commentators,  news  broadcasters  and  group  discussions  on  the  air  must  be  largely 
depended  upon  to  keep  Americans  informed  about  world  developments.  Urge  your  local 
radio  stations  to  carry  such  programs. 

The  Assembly  of  the  US,  its  Economic  ana  Social  Council,  the  Food  and  Agriculture 
Organization,  the  proposed  ITO,  and  numerous  other  agencies,  such  as  the  International 
Bank  for  Reconstruction  and  Development,  will  all  have  important  responsibilities 
affecting  food.   Collective  security  in  a  military  sense  may  still  seem  far  distant 
but  the  only  solution  for  the  world's  food  problems  is  by  col?.ective  action.  Very  con- 
siderable strides  have  been  made  towards  this  goal  in  two  short  years  under  OT. 

The  FAQ   Very  few  Americans  know  what  the  letters  FAO  signify.  Yet  tremendous  pro- 
gress already  has  been  made  by  that  first  permanent  agency  of  the  UH.  One 
of  its  major  responsibilities  is  to  stimulate  the  governments  of  its  member  nations 
(now  l¥?)   to  improve  the  standards  of  living  of  their  uopulations.  The  work  of  FAO  will 
^ctivill"  benefit  all  nations  and  eventually  improve  the  well-being  of  mankind.  Sir 
John  Orr,  its  Director  General,  believes  in  getting  down  to  brass  tacks.  He  believes 
in  doing  everything  possible  to  -oromote  action.  The  FAO  i6  an  advisory  body  and  as 
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Relief  Roundup  Reveals  Slow  Progresg 

Secretary  Marshall  said  last  week,  when  stressing  priority  for  post-UTERA  relief,  that 
a  nation  can  . eat  in  March  and  starve  oui+,e  effectively  in  A-oril.   It  is  not  entirely 
clear  why  +  he  Administration  has  taken  so  long  to  assemble  the  facts  or  arguments  for 
Congress.  We  are  told  each  week  the  President's  recraest  for  post-TOBPA  funds  will  ho 

sent  to  Congress  "early  next  week."  The  process  of  getting  this  urgently  needed  money 
may  take  well  over  two  months.  Authorization  must  he  obtained  and  then  appropriations 
passed  in  both  H^use  and  Senate.   That  means  clearing  four  committee  hearings  and  four 
times  debate  on  the  floor  during  all  of  which  delays  are  nossible.   This  process  can 
De  expedited  but,  unless  there  is  great  public  pressure  to  speed  action,  the  usual 
routine  is  apt  to  be  followed. 

ISSM  Arranges  Food  Shipments  Until  March  31   UNRRA  has  come  to  the  rescue  of  the 

three  countries  it  assists  which  are 
most  seriously  threatened  by  immediate  food  shortages.  Austria  is  to  get  $20  million, 
Poland  $11  million  and  Greece  %h   million  worth  of  additional  food. 

$25  million  of  this  $35  million  food  fund  is  to  be  obtained  from  funds  which  were  in- 
tended for  other  countries  or  for  non-food  -orograms  for  these  same  countries.  How- 
ever, a  major  part  of  the  supplies  for  which  these  funds  were  intended  could  not  be 
purchased  before  the  deadline  set  for  UlTRRA 's  operations  to  end.  Money  anuropriated 
to  UlTRRA  but  not  spent  by  it  in  time  reverts  to  the  donor  excent  for  the  10  percent 
granted  to  UlTRRA  for  administrative  purposes.  %h   million  of  this  fond  fund  is  to  come 
from  UKEEA'a  reserves  and  $6  million,  representing  a  contribution  of  food  (principally 
sugar  and  potatoes),  is  being  requested  from  Czechoslovakia  which  has  surpassed  all 
other  UlTRRA  countries  in  its  degree  of 'recovery. 

These  funis  are  to  raise  the  level  of  the  worst  country,  Austria,  uti  to  the  next, 
Poland,  and  then  ho+h  of  them  up  to  the  Greek  level.   Some  meets  and  fats  and  oils  may 
be  sent,  but  the  major  food  will  he  cereals.  This  should  take  care  of  the  most  critical 
food  needs  through  March  but  there  is  no  assurance  that  it  can  be  made  to  last  until 
post-UNRRA  relief  funds  have  been  axroropriatcd. 

World  Fund  to,  Kelr.  Children   The  International  Children's  Emergency  Fund  (described 

in  our  release  #^5)  announced  on  February  11  that  a  goal 
of  $V>0  million  had  been  approved  by  its  Executive  Foard  of  29  Governments.   $200  mil- 
lion of  this  would  be  contributed  in  supplies  and  services  from  the  countries  to  be 
helped,  $200  million  from  donor  nations  and  $50  million  from  voluntary  organizations 
or  individuals.   It  is  assumed  that  Congress  will  be  asked  to  provide  $100  million, 
although  no  "quota"  for  the  US  has  been  set. 

This  fund  would  urovide  for  one  year  one  supplemental  meal  each  day  to  20  mi1lion 
cnildren,  infants  and  nursing  mothers.   It  might  also  provide  a  pair  of  shoes,  woolen 
stockings  and  a  small  overcoat  for  a  third  that  number  of  children,  many  of  '-horn  could 
not  get  to  feeding  centers  without  such  clothing.   Because  the  health  of  so  many 
adolescents  has  broken  do^-n  due  to  undernourishment,  children  un  to  18  years  are  re- 
garded as  within  the  scope  of  this  supplemental  feeding  nrogram". 
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Famine  Paging  in  rorthcrn  Rumania 

With  President  Truman's  announcement  that  the  US  is  to  send  emergency  aid  to  Rumania, 
the  American  public  learned  about  the  famine  now  raging  in  the  northern  provinces  of' 
that  country.  Enough  US  Army  rations  are  being  dispatched  to  Drovidc  1000  calories  a 
day' for  500,000  oeople  for  16  days.  Rumania  agreed  to  US  supervision  cf  distribution. 

The  American  Red  Gross  representative  re-oorts  thousands  dying,  and  500,000  threatened 
in  Moldavia  and  southern  Bukovina.  All  normal  sotirces  of  grain  have  been  used  up,  even 
seed  grain,  and  many  peasants  arc  living,  largely  on  herbs  ana  leaves.   The  last  cattle 
are  being  eaten,  many  villages  deserted.   The  Red  Cross  has  teen  distributing  clothing 
and  medical  supplies  in  Rumania  and  at  the  reouest  of  President  Truman  has  now  agreed" 
to  finance  and  supervise  the  distribution  of  $3,500,000  worth  of  food  supplies  in 
Moldavia  provided  the  Rumanian  Government  makes  available  transportation  and  other- 
distribution  facilities. 

US  Grain  S ought   For  several  months  the  Rumanian  Government  has  been  trying  to  buy 
US  grain.   To  do  so  it  must  obtain  an  allocation  from  the  Interna- 
tional Emergency  Food  Council  —  but  first  the  tts  Government,  through  the  Department 
of  Agriculture,  must  indicate  willingness  to  make  the  sale.   Food  For  Freedom  has  been 
watching  this  situation  keenly  for  some  months  as  a  test  case.   Last  autumn  it  was   • 
known  that  the  Rumanian  corn  croo  "'as  almost  a  complete  failure  due  to  a  second  year 
of  drought  —  the  worst  in  fifty  years.   The  draught  did  not  affect  so  badly  the  wheat 
grown  ir.  other  sections  of  the  country  and  Russia  was  taking  substantial  amounts  of 
grain  as  reparations. 

The  US  Government  "as  insisting  on  certain  reasonable  stimulations,  made  -mblic  by 
President  Truman.   The  US  specified  that  none  of  its  grain  could  be  used  to  ray  repa- 
rations or  to  be  exported  for  trade  or  other  purposes  and  that  US  representatives 
should  be  free  to  supervise  the  distribution  which  should  be  without  political,  racial, 
religious  or  social  distinction. 

The  peasants  in  the  northern  provinces  of  Rumania,  it  is  said,  are  not  too  sympathetic 
to  the  present  Rumanian  Government.   Though  that  government  has  been  urging  Russia  to 
suspend  its  reparation  demands,  it  felt  iiroelled  to  continue  shipping  reparation  grain 
to  the  LSSR  (20,000  tons  are  thought  to  havp  been  delivered  last  month).  Under  the 


circumstances  the  US  ligitimately  refused  to  shin  grain.   Only  after  the  famine 
known  abroad  did.  the  Russian  dominated  Rumanian  Government  accent  the  US  terms. 


oc  came 


USSR  Conceals  Grain  Shortage        It.  has  been  impossible   to   obtain  accurate   information 

as   to  how  extensively   last    summer's   drought   hit  Russia. 
in  a   recent  analysis    of   the   meager   statistics  at   its   command,    the  Lend  en  Economist 
conjectures   that   last  year's   Russian  grain   croo  could,   not   have  been  more   than  half  as 
large  as  the  normal  Russian  harvest   in  the  years   imeediatel^  before  19^0.      The  full 
seriousness    of   Russia's   grain   shortage   is    slowly  being  revealed.     Apparently  the  black 
earth  area,    from  the   h-art    of  Rumania  to   the  Volga,    has   almost  become  a   second  dust 
bowl,      ihe   drought   forced  the   continuation   of  bread,  rations    in   the  USSR  and  undoubted- 
ly explains   its    insistence  uocn  grain  delivery  as  reparations  from  Rumania.. 
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Skating  on  Mighty  Thin  Ice 


5-  DL'C 


Economically  and  politically  several  countries  abroad  have  "been  skating  on  mighty  thin 
ice  this  coldest  European  winter  of  the  past  fifty  years.  If  hunger,  debility,  puver- 
ty  and  general  disillusion  lead  to  political  and  economic  dis intimation  in  any  one  of 
these  countries,  several  others  are  almost  certain  to  be  engulfed  with  the  breaking  of 
the  ice.  Even  the  nations  which  have  naid  for  their  own  imports  are  precariously 
short  of  dollar  exchange.  Herbert  Hoover  said  living  conditions  in  Germany  "have  been 
sunk  to  the  lowest  level  known  in  a  hundred  years  of  western  history." 

Health  deteriorating   The  nutritional  condition  of  the  people  in  many  areas  has  been 

sbown  by  public  health  records  to  be  worse,  especially  in  Ger- 
many and  Austria,  than  last  year,  While  the  amount  of  food  available  through  rations 
in  Europe  is  higher  than  last  year  (with  few  exceptions) , and  while  it  is  not  antici- 
pated that  the  ration  level  anyhere  will  fall  as  low  as  it  did  last  spring,  they  are 
too  Ice-'  for  sustenance.  Accumulated  food  deficiency  is  causing  slow  starvation   ^he 
Hoover  report  states  "there  were  said  to  be  10,000  cases  of  actual  starvation  in  Ham- 
burg alone.   Any  sudden  halt  of  rations  or  serious  economic  collapse  in  a  key  country 
will  accelerate  the  tempo  of  political  deterioration  not  only  there  but  in  other  coun- 
tries as  well.  Without  question  the  consequences  would  threaten  or  destroy  existing 
democratic  institutions. 

US  Post-UBERA  Eel ief   The  minimum  total  for  oost-UNEEA  relief  for  Europe  alone  as 

assessed  by  the  United  rations  Committee  was  $558-million.   The 
US  scaled  down  this  estimate  for  Europe  and,  after  adding  a  small  emergency  reserve 
for  China,  considered  $6l0-mil!ion  needed.   The  President  is  asking  Congress  to  pro- 
vide 5350-miliion  or  57  Percent  of  this  in  contrast  to  our  nWRlA  auota  of  72  percent. 
The  goal  is  to  supplement  local  supplies  to  provide  2000  calories  a  day  for  urban  diet 
Distribution  would  be  strictly  under  US  supervision.  This  is  the  way  US  insisted  on 
handling  further  international  relief  after  UNREA  through  bilateral  agreements. 

The  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee  gave  a  co^l  reception  to  Under  Secretary  of  State 
Will  Clayton's  reasons  for  the  post-UFRRA  relief  appropriation..  As  Mr.  Clayton  indi- 
cated, this  US  fund  would  he   allotted  according  to  greatest  need  to  Austria',  Greece, 
Hungary,  Italy,  Poland  and  China.  That  t*ese  are  not  the  only  countries  which  need 
emergency  assistance  is  proved  by  President  Truman's  recent  appeal  to  the  Red  Cross 
to  send  $3~-million  of  relief  food  to  Rumania.  This  emergency  ai<?  is  absolutely 
essential,  but  it  wii]  be  a  mere  nalUative  unless  more  substantial  help  materializes 
soon  from  the  International  Bank  for  Reconstruction  and  Development  and  from  the 
Export-Import  Bank. for  the  most  seriously  deficit  countries. 

In  addition,  the  War  Department  intended  to  ask  for  $300-milHon  for  relief  in  Germany, 
Austria,  JaPan  and  Korea  for  19^-^?.  Mr.  Hoover's  plan  of  aid  for  Germany  alone 
until  July  1,  19117  reouires  $192~million  and  from  then  to  July,  19^8  $283.5-million  — 
a  total  of  H*75,5-million.  Britain  is  asked  to  provide  an  eoual  amount  for  Germany. 
General  kacArthur  warned  Congress  last  week  not  to  cut  off  relief  supplies  for  Japan 
as  a  result  of  its  economy  campaign.  The  amount  for  Japan  has  not  been  revealed. 
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Momentous  Strategical  Developments 

Tremendous  developments  are  taking  place  which  "ill  affect  the  course  of  history.  The 
policy  decisions  that  President  Truman  and  Congress  have  to  face  ver-"  soon  are  on  a 
par  with  the  most  momentous  strategical  decisions  during  the  war.  The  dramatic  re- 
auest  by  the  British  Government  that  the  US  take  over  by  the  end  of  March  its  economic 
responsibilities  for  Greece  and  Turkey  does  not  permit  Congress  to  dodge  almost  imme- 
diate decision.  It  would  confuse  the  issue  to  consider  America's  new  role  in  the 
Mediterranean  and  Hear  East  simply  as  American  financial  aid  to  replace  the  economic 
responsibilities  and  balance  of  power  politics  shouldered  by  Britain  for  the  past 
century.   The  US  must  define  and  then  stoutly  maintain  its  own  economic  and  political 
policies  which  will  maintain  and  develop  the  democratic  freedoms  in  which  we  believe. 
Boiled  down  to  its  essence  the  question  is  whether  the  US  is  ready  and  able  to  provide 
the  reouired  leadarship. 

Britain  spent  $250-roillion  for  food  and  other  supplies  in  Greece  besides  the  cost  of 
maintaining  troops  and  at  a  time  when  that  country  was  receiving  UFRRA  aid.  Thus 
the  cost  to  US  for  Greece  alone  would  probably  amount  to  more  than  the  $350-million 
reauested  to  relieve  distress  in  five  European  countries  and  China.   In  view  of  these 
additional  responsibilities,  the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee  which  had  expected 
to  come  to  a  decision  concerning  post-UFRRA  relief  has  had  to  defer  decision. 

In  many  nations  World  War  II  accelerated  the  trend  towards  controlled  economies  —  in 
some  of  them  to  autocratic  state  controls.  we  must  somehow  find  the  way  to  work  with 
them  even  in  the  ominous  aftermath  of  failure  to  reach  accord  about  international  con- 
trol of  atomic  energy  —  somehow  work  out  agreements  about  Germany  and  Austria.  As 
President  Truman  said  on  March  6,  "The  one  thing  Americans  care  more  about  than  -peace 
is  freedom."   "Peace,  freedom  and  World  trade,"  he  stated,  "are  inseparable." 

Is  Appeasement  Necessary  to  Obtain  Post-UFRRA  Relief  Appropriations 

Former  President  Hoover,  both  in  his  report  to  the  President  on  food  conditions  in 
Germany  and  his  statement  to  the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee  on  post-UTRFA  relief, 
made  a  stirring  appeal  for  help.  Mr.  Hoover  performed  a  notable  service  in  bringing 
the  deplorable  misery  of  millions  of  children,  particularly  in  Germany,  forcefully 
to  the  attention  of  an  economy- obsessed  Congress. 

Rep.  J.K.  Vorys  (R. ,  Ohio)  is  heading  tip  a  revolt  on  the  relief  urogram,  urging  a 
redaction  from  >;50-  to  3200-million  and  also  attempting  to  remove  control  from  the 
State  Department,  Apparently  Mr.  Hoover  thought  it  mecessary  to  appease  the  isola- 
tionist block.  He  took  this  line  much  ^.ore  markedly  in  connection  with  post-UNRRA 
relief  than  he  did  for  Germany.  While  Food  For  Freedom  regrets  anyone  should  be  kept 
on  starvation  diets,  we  feel  there  is  justification  for  those  who  fought  by  our  side 
to  be  given  slightly  preferential  treatment.  The  issue  before  the  House  Foreign 
Affairs  Committee  may  be  settled  before  this  release  is  received.   The  proposal  still 
has  to  clear  both  House  an<?  Senate  and  it  is  not  too  late  to  make  your  opinion  heard. 
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Invited  to  speak  before  the  First  Session  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  International 
Children's  Emergency  Fund,  held  at  United  Nations  Headauarters  a  few  days  ago,  Dr. 
Arnold  P.  Meikeljohn,  Senior  Consultant  in  Nutrition  to  UNFRA  in  Europe,  stated  that 
the  most  urgent  needs  of  children  in  European  countries  which  he  had  surveyed  were 
food,  clothing,  the  means  to  learn, and  nroper  care  from  adeouately  trained  personnel. 

Turing  the  last  eighteen  months  Dr.  Meikeljohn  had  studied  nutritional  conditions  in 
Greece,  Yugoslavia,  Italy,  Austria,  Hungary,  Czechoslovakia  and  Poland.   In  these 
countries  there  are  about  forty  million  children  up  to  the  age  of  18,  with  one  and  a 
half  million  pregnant  mothers.  Not  all  of  these  are  now  in  need  of  relief  because  a 
certain  proportion  live  in  self-sufficient  farming  communities.  But  in  many  cities 
and  town?;  and  in  devastated  rural  areas,  children  are  still  in  desperate  need  of  help. 

Underfeeding  is  the  primary  problem  for  European  children  today  —  that  is,  lack  of 
aalories,  stated  Dr.  Meiklejohn.  During  the  past  year,  up  until  the  harvest,  the  diet 
of  many  large  communities,  even  with  UNP.RA  aid,  had  been  close  to  bare  subsistence. 
In  fact,  although  UNB8&  had  been  able  to  prevent  the  disaster  of  major  famine  in 
Europe,  its  resources  have  not  been  sufficient  to  Prevent  underfeeding.  This  under- 
feeding is  shown  by  the  failure  of  normal  growth  in  children.   In  Athens,  Vienna, 
Prague,  Warsaw,  and  in  devastated  rural  areas  in  Greece  and  Yogoslavia,  children  are 
now  under-sized  and  will  never  attain  normal  statures  without  more  food.   In  general, 
the  children  of  school  age  are  the  most  seriously  affected.  In  Budapest,  Dr.  Mickle- 
john  saw  children  who  were  dying  of  starvation. 

Perhaps,  surprisingly,  there  is  now  no  important  incidence  in  Europe  of  nutritional 
deficiency  diseases  such  as  may  be  cured  by  the  administration  of  vitamin  tablets, 
probably  because  the  basis  of  the  present  diet  is  whole-meal  bread  and  vegetables. 
Rickets  is  widely  prevalent  and  in  some  Places  severe,  renuirinr  cod  liver  oil  for  its 
prevention.  Tuberculosis,  which  is  associated  with  underfeeding,  has  greatly  in- 
creased among  children.  But  vitamin  tablets  are  no  solution  to  the  plain  issue  that 
European  children  now  need  food,  and  particularly  milk. 

Much  had  already  "been  done  to  make  up  for  the  deficiencies  of  children's  diets  in 
Europe,  In  greece,  Italy,  Czechoslovakia  and  Poland,  Government  organizations,  with 
UBBRA  aid,  have  been  providing  supplementary  food  to  over  five  million  children.  These 
plans  could  be  developed  into  permanent  school  feeding  projects,  but,  at  the  moment, 
they  are  in  danger  of  collapse  because  of  the  lack  of  further  UNRRA  supplies. 

Dr.  Meiklejohn  expressed  the  belief  that  unless  standards  of  child  life  improve  very 
soon,  the  outlook  for  Europe,  and  ultimately  for  the  World  in  general,  is  dreadful/ 


"even  nations  have  already  submitted  the  necessary  data  in  applying  to  the  ICE?  for 
child  feeding.  As  shown  in  the  above  report,  cod  liver  oil  is  one  of  the  most  essenti- 
al supplementary  foods  needed  to  save  these  children.  Norway  has  already  taken  steps 
to  make  a  substantial  contribution  which  will  be  chiefly  cod  liver  oil. 

The  Executive  Board  of  the  ICE?  voted  to  invite  Switzerland  to  become  a  member  of  this 
organization  although  Switzerland  is  not  one  of  the  United  Nations.   It  is  understood 
that  the  Swiss  Government  will  not  only  accept  but  is  offering  a  donation  to  the  Fund. 
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Democracy  Must  Be  Upheld 

The  events  of  the  past  seven  years  have  so  radically  altered  the  relative  posit* on  of 
the  major  world  powers,  it  is  difficult  to  assess  just  what  has  han-ened  and  what  is 
happening.  During  the  war,  highlighted  by  military  events  and  the  occupation  and  sub- 
seouent  liberation  of  vast  areas,  no  thinking  person  could  fail  to  be  aware  that  his- 
tory was  in  the  making.  Everyone  realizes  the  crucial  importance  of  reaching  a  workable 
agreement  about  Germany.   Comparatively  few  Americans,  however,  were  aware  two  weeV-g 
ago  that  possibly  the  most  important  post-war  policy  decision  was  going  to  be  reauired 
of  the  American  people  before  March  31,  19^7. 

President  Truman  at  the  joint  session  of  Congress  on  March  12  reouested  support  for  an 
anti-totalitarian  policy.  To  describe  his  action  more  affirmatively,  The  President  has 
called  upon  Congress  to  consider  the  responsibilities  of  victory  which  our  nation  has 
to  meet.  If  we  are  unwilling  to  marshal  the  full  strength  of  our  support  for  the  sur- 
vival of  democracy  in  the  peace  as  we  did  during  battle,  our  cause  will  have  progres- - 
SJV^y.less  chance  of  securing  a  lasting  peace  in  which  our  way  of  life  and  standards 
of  living  can  be  sustained.   If  we  are  more  concerned  about  tax  reductions  than  safe- 
flardln^  *fcS  &&££.  11  is  almost  inevitable  that  we  will  be  called  upon  to  sacrifice 
ten  times  as  much  for  democracy  a  few  years  hence.         * 

The  United  States  has  not  yet  adjusted  its  thinking  to  the  burden  it  must  assume  in 
world  affairs  since  it  and  Russia  emerged  from  the  war  as  the  fr"o  dominant  world  powers. 
10  shoulder  the  responsibilities  of  one  of  the  two  "dominant"  world  powers  certainly 
does  not  mean  to  control  or  dictate  the  form  of  government  in  other  lands.  To  do  so 
would  be  totally  against  our  principles— in  spite  of  accusations  of  US  economic  imper- 
ialism frequently  charged  againr.t  us. 

The  US  fought  the  Axis  to  reject  henceforth  aggression  and  domination  over  captive 
states.   Cooperation  between  free  nations  on  a  basis  of  what  will  benefit  the  maioritv 
of  mankind,  the  Principle  of  the  United  Nations,  is  the  antithesis  of  the  cultivation 
of  controls  through  aggressive  infiltration  into  the  affairs  of  other  nations.  Mr 
Truman,  in  forthright  "ords  and  complete  absence  of  dramatic  presentation,  has  asked  our 
nation  to  give  meaning  to  the  U1T  principle:  to  refuse  to  allow  a  sequence  of  nations 
unatle  to  defend  themselves  to  fall  under  the  dominance  of  a  "militant  minoritv".  Prom 
what  has  Happened  in  several  countries  and  the  pressures  beinc  applied  ruthlessly  in 
others,  we  have  learned  what  to  expect.  President  Truman  believes  the  time  has  come  to 
counterbalance  the  relentless  persecution  of  democracy,  as  we  understand  the  meaning  of 
that  term,  in  country  after  country. 

Some  Americans  may  fear  such  a  firm  stand  will  lead  to  war.  Failure  to  make  our  posi- 
tion clearly  known  now  is ,  in  pur  opinio,  more  apt  to   lead  £0  war.  Firmness  at  this" 
point  when  an  understanding  with  the  Soviet  Union  still  could  be  worked  out  may  put  a 
halt  to  the  constant  refusals  of  the  USSR  to  cooperate  within  the  framework  of '  the  UF 
principle.  Bold  action  by.  the  US  may.  in  fact  start  the  worjj  towards  the  peace  the 
multitudes  in  all  nations  so  fervently  desire. 
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Since  aid  to  Greece  and  Turkey  present  ouite  dissimilar 
problems,  Turkey  '-'ill  be  discussed  in  a  subsecment  issue 


tU  c 
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If  the  U3  provides  the  very  substantial 
Government,  both  our  Government  and  the 
understanding  than  has  as  yet  been  indi 
aid.  In  our  last  Ke'-'s  Release  we  state 
world  towards  the  peace  the  multitudes 
inating  judgment  and  far-sighted  states 
we  fail  to  make  clear  that  our  support 
preserve  the  freedoms  in  which  *»e  and  t 
longing  or  increasing  the  bitterness  of 


assistance  recmested  from  it  by  the  Greek 
Greek  Government  should  reach  more  precise 
cated  as  to  the  methods  and  purposes  of  that 
d:  "Bolt'  action  by  the  TTS  may  in  fact  start  the 
in  all  nations  so  feverently  desire".  Piserim- 
manshin  are  just  as  important  as  boldness.   If 
is  granted  to  the  Greek  people  specifically  ts 
he  Greeks  believe,  we  may  find  ourselves  nro- 
the  civil  strife  we  are  seeking  to  overcome. 


There  is  no  ouestion  as  to  the  spiritual  vi^or  of  the  Greek  people  or  their  undimin- 
ished belief  in  democracy  and  the  concent  of  liberty  and  independence  to  which  they 
gave  birth  3000  years  ago.  There  seems  to  be  little  ouestion  that  the  present  dis- 
orders are  largely  eommunist-led  and  assisted  from  outside  the  borders  of  Greece. 

At  the  same  time  there  is  amnle  evidence  that  many  of  the  resolute  men  new  fighting  in 
the  hills,  who  with  Allied  arms  during  the  war  kent  15  German  divisions  at  bay,  would, 
if  given  half  a  chance,  become  industrious  and  loyal  citizens  of  their  country.  Many 
of  them  are,  richtly  or  wrongly,  passionately  convinced  that  with  the  defeat  of  the 
Nazis  fascism  has  not  been  driven  from  their  land.  They  distrust  the  wartime  collabor- 
ators and  postwar  profiteers  who  are  befriended  by  the  present  Greek  Government.  The 
mountain  fighters  are  at  present  few  in  number  but  there  is  real  danger  that  through- 
out the  Greek  peninsula  and  the  Aegean  Islands  their  "struggle  for  liberty"  may  assume 
proportions  of  a  holy  war  ant?  arouse  the  support  of  the  majority  of  the  population. 

3he  advent  of  American  assistance  gives  a  unique  opportunity  to  overcome  that  danger 
and  any  threat  of  Greek  Communism  if  the  Greek  leaders  and  our  statesmen  use  that 
opportunity  wisely.  This  can,  in  our  opinion,  be  accomplished  by.  a  genuine  willing- 
ness  to  reform  within  the  present  Greek  Government  and  by  sustained  economic  and  tech- 
nical assistance  from  the  US  and  the  UT.  Arms  and  military  advisors  do  not  s^em  the 
solution  unless  there  is  reliable  evidence  of  much  larger  scale  outside  infiltration 
from  the  northern  neighbors  of  Greece  than  has  so  far  been  revealed.  Peace  and  tools 
to  vorlr  with  are  what  Greece  really  requires, 

In  Moscow  General  Marshall  recently  defined  the  American  ideal  of  democracy:  "To  us 
a  society  is  not  democratic  if  men  who  respect  the  rights  of  their  fellowmen  are  not 
free  to  express  their  own  beliefs  and  convictions  without  fear  that  they  may  be 
snatched  away  from  their  home  and  family.  To  us  a  society  is  not  free  if  law-abiding 
citizens  live  in  fear  of  being  denied  the  right  to  work,  or  deprived  of  life,  liberty 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness."  Under  present  conditions  the  above  freedom  does  not 
appear  to  exiGt  in  Greece. 
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TURKEY  AFP  TH5  U1T 


. 


Si5T£S.S5TSa5"i22S1!  Tric  and  t6Clmical  assist-ce  **■  «*  <«. 

million.      The  bulk  0?  anv  ™     weSl  £??*?}  ^   ^  mi*ht  am°Unt  t0  *100  to   $125 

military  eoui^ent.     tKe^Sl^Sli  \!TJ  ^A^T1*^6  TuFklsh  railr°*ds  and 
the  Turks  bell*™  f«  *.  !v  lraacl-v  *his  aip  would  be  for  the  purpose   of  haltin*  what 

this  US  "id     the  \urks  shc^oTfT   ^I'T   °f  the  «.  *t.inth  assurance   rf* 
directly  Involved  in  this  Srob?e    *        for4their  ■•«*«*.     "  the  TTS  is  to  become 
military  6fluS  La"  tlcZTll  JmFK***  V  ^  SP6Cial  assistanc^   (including 
issue  should  be  ^t^^^Lj^XS'    "   iS  ^  ^^  ^  ^ 

S^^;«!fw^\t.tlbSri-ft  Xecmono^ic  coliaT)se-  There  is  -  — t  or_ 

sider  democratic       The  Chris   ianf  2\  ^^  Gover™ent   !■  **  fro.  what  we  con- 

tion,  are  said  to  blve     f  b 2     8     ^ce^ViTt^  1°f  3  T*   °f  Us  ^ la" 

^ros^erous  but  because  the  vllitL Vl~a  M*  taxes'    not  beca^«   they  are  more 

Turkey  fought  ^^t  Z' ^^ZATZr  l^rT^Jl  T*?  ?°"J   °*  *"   *****' 

until  sure  which  side  w-fl   *o!n*  t     Jn  li,     f  Jl       „ r«mined  neutral   in  World  War  II 

General  Montgomery  not  beer   aufcessfu?  T^  ff*  "I11  hT  j°in6d  th*    °ther  side  had 
profited  during  t^e  1  J* %! wcessful  at  El  Alaoein  or  had  Stalingrad  fallen.      Turkey 

is  becoming     mSoveriXd  \lell7  be  "°  "T't  *"  *"1-  f°r  ^r^egic  sullies.      1/ 

mobilized.gVho-are1heerefo^  T^l^S^E"*^  ^  ~  ^^  ™ 

^fV^TlirooTrol   of6  8tr0nSeet   Stat6S  °n  the  fr°ntiers   of  ^   ^viet  Union 
the  past  year  In       "S3 ^  the  &£ ToTT n^  ^   °*  SUWrVient    t0  ******     -ring 
"soften  up"   the  Turkish  Gover™!^      •??  intensive  propaganda  campaign  has  attempted  to 
government      This  war  of  nTrve??R  ^ **•  totsntlr.   of  replacing  it  by  a  puppet 
problems  and  method^  dlV1(?ed  int°  W°  ™rts   *»«**»«  entirely  different 

The  r^rdanelles       traditionally  Russia  has  sought   to  obtain  control    of  the  gateway  to 

navigation  throu^t^   rts       M  ££  fJliSZ   *  ^  ^-^reTJoV 
tional  agreement  to  f ortifHh^         M°ntreux  in  1936  Turkey  was  allied  by  interna- 
ls.    The  umJ  l3  IZTe^^tTil  ^Vcont'rof  B*~"'-««"  "*■*  ^ 


v 


ar  II, 


Iver  since   the  USSB  occupied 
large  forces    of  Russian  troops  have  been 


-oulgaria   in  the   latter  t»rt    of  wn,u' 

larse  forces  in  thnt  area  eJce'^t  L ^S ^f  £  !hfre/a«  -n~n  grpQM  or  need  to  keep  such 
Governm^rT^rindlJa^tnf^T7  H  B  -^7?  ~  ^ntimidate  iM  Turks.  The"  Hrkieh~ 
Obviously  this   is  a^roblen  ;:^vv     v     ^T^  revision  of  the  Monl^ux  Agreement. 

no  bilateral   soKtlnto^d  b  tlt^  ^aTdlo^kef^  th6^  ^^  ""^ 
^Soviet  attem-ot   to  i^u^,tn  m     ,  aid  t0  Turkey  is   in  t»art   to   offset   the 

about  theD     da     1         ^  f^f  PeDfing  the  W0D0"*  international  discussions 

araaneiies.     This   is  the  western  part   of  the  dual   offensive. 
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QTTR  NATICET  EEL? 5  ITS  CHILPRET 

Emergency  food  needs  abroad ,  the  inevitable  and  comulicated  political  implications  of 
food  policies  and  the  -oathetic  plight,  of  millions  of  children  overseas  have  led  us  to 
concentrate  in  our  ITe^s  Releases  this  year  almost  entirely  or  the  international  aspects 
of  food  and  relief.  Food  For  Freedom  is  of  course  also  concerned  about  the  food  needs 
of  Americans  particularly  in  those  areas  where  bad  food  habits  and  general  poverty 
have  for  generations  undermined  the  health  of  the  -neo-ole. 

Last  year  Congress  passed  a  National  School  Lunch  Act,(Piiblic  Law  #396)  and  appro- 
priated ?75  million  for  the  school  lunch  urogram.   The  States  organize  their  o»-'n 
school  lunch  programs  and  federal  aid  for  them  is  administered  by  the  Secretary  of  Ag- 
riculture.  Surplus  foods  are  used  when  possible  but,  unlike  the  original  school  lunch 
program,  are  a  source  for  only  a  fraction  of  the  total  food.  Under  this  act  the 
state's  responsibility  for  the  8chool  lunch  programs  will  gradually  increase  until  fed- 
eral aid  is  only  one  third  of  the  total.  However,  this  does  not  necessarily  reouire 
appropriations  by  state  legislatures  but  may  be  accomplished  through  local  contribu- 
tions of  cash  or  services.  All  states  are  meeting  their  share  of  the  costs  this  year 
and  some  have  even  exceeded  these  reouirements. 

In  over  35.500  schools  about  k$  million  children  of  the  Nation's  25  million  school 
children  have  benefited  by  school  lunches  this  year.  As  an  efficient  way  of  supplying 
supplementary  food  at  lowest  cost  to  children,  many  of  "horn  would  otherwise  have  un- 
balanced or  inadequate  diets,  the  National  School' lunch  Program  has  proved  both  its 
value  and  popularity. 

Many  believe  this  -program  should  be  extended  next  year  to  3  million  more  children  in 
13,000  additional  schools.  To  do  so  would,  reouire  a  larger  appropriation  than  the 
$75  million  which  is  the  maximum  nov  being  considered.  The  cost  of  food  has,  as  we  all 
know,  gone  up.   It  is  highly  important  that  an  economy-minded  Congress  should  not  trim 
down  federal  help  for  our  Nation's  children. 

To  complete  the  National  School  Lunch  Program  to  the  end  of  the  school  year  a  supple- 
mentary appropriation  is  needed.  Last  week  the  House  passed  HE  1775  originally,  for  §15 
million  after  reducing  the  amount  to  $6  million.  Will  the  Senate  cut  that  still  "fur- 
ther? All  persons  interCTstpd  in  seeing  that  children  continue  to  obtain  hot  school 
lunches  this  year  and  next  should  notify  their  Senators  right  away  concerning  their 
opinions.  Key  persons  to  write  to  are  Senator  Arthur  Capper,  Chairman,  Committee  on 
Agriculture  and  Senator  Styles  Bridges,  Chairman,  Committee  on  appropriations. 

AC^IC'JLTVPE  POLICY  FILL  MAY  HELP  BRITAIN'S  BLEAK  FOCI  PROSPECTS 

The  British  Agriculture  Bill  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons  last  December  has  passed 
its  second  reading  without  serious  Deposition.   In  America  this  would  be  considered  a 
most  revolutionary  piece  of  legislation.   It  empowers  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  to  fix 
prices  of  a  wide  range  of  farm  products  in  order  to  enable  farmers  to  plan  ahead.   It 
auarantees  farmers  payment  for  their  products  at  established  rates.  Both  of  these  ac- 
tions are  simply  wartime  orocedures  carried  into  the  peace.  The  most  radical  feature 
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S tar vat  ion  Still  Threatens   It  is  generally  recognized  by  informed  -persons  that  the 

shortages  of  food  in  many  parts  of  the  world  are  still 
extremely  serious.  Some  mass  starvation  began  in  -parts  of  Roumania  and  "was  halted  only 
by  emergency  food  from  US.  Pelagra  is  increasing  in  the  US  Zone  in  Germany.   Strikes  ' 
in  the  Ruhur  underscored  the  growing  pangs  of  hunger  in  the  British  Zone.  "  Any  ces- 
sation of  US  shipments  or  further  delay  in  Providing  the  funds  for  -cost  UjTRRA  relief 
would  soon  result  in  famines.  The  danger  line  is.  so  near  because  many  millions  are 
living  on  tjoo  little  food. 

Recurrent  Famines   Sir  John  Orr,  Director  General  of  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organi- 
zation,has  repeatedly  stressed  there  is  no  need  for  the  world  to 
fane  recurrent  famines  and  shortages  of  basic  foods.  The  Preparatory  Commission  of  the 
FAO  on  World  Food  Proposals  worked  out  suggested  ways  by  which  the  threat  of  famines 
could  be  overcome  at  fair  prices  to  both  consumers  and  producers  and  with  no  undue  bur- 
den on  any  one  country.  The  report  of  that  Commission  (analyzed  in  our  Release  #^9) 
was  approved  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  FAO  early  in  March.  Member  Governments 
will  be  expected  to  express  their  views  on  the  steps  recommended  when  thev  meet  at  a 
FAC  Conference  in  Geneva  the  week  of  August  25, 

Proposed  World  Food  Council   Among  the  many  decisions  to  be  made  at  that  meeting 

possibly  the  most  important  is  the  proposal  for  a  FAO 
Council— to  be  known  as  a  World  Food  Council.  The  functions  of  this  Council  are  of 
sufficient  significance  to  be  described  in  more  detail  than  in  our  Release  #^9.   This 
Council  would  replace  the  present  Executive  Committee  of  the  FAO.  The  members  of  this 
Council  would  be  representatives  of  Governments  rather  than  elected  individuals— the 
present  basis  of  membership  on  the  Executive  Committee.   This  will  give  much  Greater 
authority  to  its  decisions. 

One  of  the  problems  facing  this  Council,  as  pointed  out  in  Food  For  Freedom's  testimony 
at  the  hearings  on  the  Charter  for  the  International  Trade  Organization,  is  its  relation- 
ship to  the  ITO,  more  -specifically  to  the  proposed  Commodity  Council  of  the  ITO.  The 
World  Food  Council  would,  through  the  information  from- world  sources  at  its  disposal,' 
be  in  a  position  to  influence  the  decisions  of  governments  in  relation  to  international 
trade  agreeaents  made  at  the  ITO  Commodity  Committee  level.  The  Commodity  Council  of 
the  ITO  would  be  the  agency  responsible  for  seeing  that  such  agreements  conform  to  the 
coae  of  rules  outlined  in  the  proposed  Charter  of  the  ITO.  Presumably  the  World  Food 
Council  will  take  over  some  of  the  duties  of  the  temporary  International  Emergcncv  Food 
Council  which  recommends  allocations  of  foods  in  short  supply.   The  IEFC  replaced  the 
ComDined  Food  Board  last  May  and  is  to  continue  until  December  31,  19^7  unless  the 
emergency  period  of  food  shortages  ends  before  that  date.   It  is  possible,  however, 
that  the  Commodity  Council  of  the  ITO,  more  directly  concerned  with  trade  and  marketing, 
J5a:r^e_ee1Te°ted  as  the  residuary  legatee  of  the  IEFC.   In  any  case,  the  work  of  the 
world  Food  Council  would  have  to  be  closely  coordinated  with  that  of  the  ITO. 

Neither  the  World  Food  Council  nor  any  other  international  body,  as  stated  in  our 
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YOKED  FOHD  SURVEY.  AHTF PRECAST 

Gold  statistics  about  calorie  intake  or  famine  oedema  or  technical  terms  about  diets 
at  "temporary  maintenance"  or  '(emergency  subsistence"  levels  do  not  convey  to  most  people 
any  conception  whatever  of  the  tough  time  vast  numbers  of  people,  especially  in  cities 
in  large  parts  of  Europe  and  Asia,  are  going  through  right  no"'  to  obtain  food.  Cer- 
tainly the  overall  food  situation  is  better  than  last  year.  With  equal  certainty  food 
shortages  as  a  consequence  of  the  war  will  not  be  entirely  overcome  in  a  decade  and 
that  a  very  considerable  amount  of  US  food  will  be  needed  in  Europe  during  the  next 
year  or  two. 

Mr.  Harold  E.  Stassen,  after  his  conference  last  week  with  Mr.  Stalin,  said  he  believed 
that  "the  tightest  period  for  food  would  be  between  the  present  month  and  June.  This 
is  true",  he  added,  "not  only  of  the  Ukraine  but  of  all  Europe  and  the  Soviet  Union". 
A  recent  decree  by  the  Soviet  Government  calls  the  "battle  for  high  crops"  the  most  im- 
portant factor  in  the  economy  of  that  nation. 

Sir  John  Orr,  Director  General  of  the  FAO,  released  on  April  12  a  brief  report  on 
"The  World  Food  Situation  Today".  In  it  he  states  that  total  exports  of  grains  for 
this  fiscal  year  (July  1,  1 9*4-6  to  *4<7)  "are  now  expected  to  be  between  27  and  28  mil- 
lion metric  tons,  which,  though  considerably  belo*'  the  needs  of  importing  countries, 
is  in  the  neighborhood  of  two  million  tons  more  than  appeared  attainable  some  months 
ago."  Sir  John  mentions  the  "great  efforts"  of  the  US  "to  break  the  bottleneck  of  in- 
ternal transportation". 

Amazing  US  Record  If  shipments  during  the  next  t™o  months  keep  up  to  schedule,  the 

US  will  have  exported  during  the  year  ending  July  1,  19*4-7,  about 
53^.6  million  bushels  (around  1*4-  million  Ion?:  tons) of  grains.  This  is  over  a  third 
rcore  than  the  US  exported  during  last  year  with  the  help  of  the  famine  emergency  cam- 
paign. This  amazing  and  little  known  accomplishment  is  in  part  due  to  the.  efforts  of 
the  President's  Cabinet  Committee  on  vorld  Food  Programs,  under  the  Chairmanship  of  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  and  in  large  measure  to  the  acceleration  of  grain  procurement, 
movement  to  port  and  shipment  overseas  accomplished  by  Captain  Conway,  appointed  by 
President  Truman,  Coordinator  of  Emergency  Export  Programs  on  December  17,  19*4-6.  Since 
Captain  Conway's  appointment  more  grain  has  been  shipped  in  *4-  months  than  was  sent  in 
the  previous  5  months.  The  average  monthly  tonnage  vras.  inar.ejis.eji  from  7*4-3,000  to 
l,*!-39,000.  The  schedule  for  April  is  "on  the  nose"  to  exceed  1$  million  tons.  There 
is  every  reason  to  expect  a  similar  record  for  May.  If  that  is  kept  up  in  June  the 
final  total  may  surpass  550  million  bushels. 

The  above  US  exports  would  leave  our  wheat  carry-over  on  July  1,  below  a  safe  level  ex- 
cept for  the  fact  that  almost  a  billion  bushel  crop  of  winter  wheat  is  no"'  assured. 
With  the  addition  of  even  an  average  spring  wheat  harvest,  last  year's  all-time  record 
harvest  of  1,156  million  bushels  may  be  surpassed  by  over  100  million  bushels. 

Argentina  Seeks  Maximum  Profits  The  world's  export  total  for  the  year  is  being  con- 
currently reduced  by  the  failure  of  the  Argentine  to 
live  up  to  expectations.  Exact  figures  are  not  yet  available  but  the  countries  which 
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Sur?lus-?hortares-Self ishness  Last  year  world-wide  drought  threatened  many  millions 

of  people  with  starvation.  The  increased  amount  of 
food  potentially  available  this  year,  if  eouitably  distributed.,  could  orovide  for 
diets  considerably  above  the  starvation  level  for  almost  all  of  Europe,  A  brief  sur- 
vey will  be  made  in  this  and  next  week's  release  concerning  the  basic  US  foods  needed 
to  prevent  suffering  abroad — most  of  which  could  be  avoided. 

Certain  powerful  US  industrial  groups,  to  increase  their  profits  while  prices  pre 

the  US.  Reference  is  made  esr)ecial- 


high,  are  insisting  on  preferential  treatment  ft 
ly  to  manipulations  concerning  sugar,  fats  and  oils.  Serious  foorjl  shortages  this  year 
will  slow  down  recover;"  abroad  and  are  very  apt  to  result  in  several  countries  being 
dependent  on  relief  assistance  for  another  3  to  5  years.   Greater  assistance  right  now 
might  enable  them  to  take  care  of  their  own  food  needs  in  1945. 

Unfortunately,  the  movement  of  US  food  abroad  has  fallen  behind  schedule  and  in 
several  countries  harvests  of  last  year  are  being  used  up  with  dangerous  rapidity.   The 
International  Emergency  Food  Council  (IEFC)  has  reauested'  from  Governments  appraisals 
of  stocks  on  January  1.  When  these  are  known  the  latter  part  of  this  month  a  more 
accurate  estimate  can  be  made  of  what  informed  persons  believe  will  be  a  very  serious 
food  deficit  abroad  during  the  first  half  of  19-7. 

For  the  nations  of  the  worlS  to  be  willing  to  subscribe  to  the  kind  of  intelligent 
international  food  planning  which  Sir  John  Orr,  Director-General  of  tvo  Food  and  Agri- 
culture Organization,  has  recommended,  they  must  have  a  feeling  of  security  concerning 
the  food  policies  nf  the  countries  from  which  the  food  for  their  populations  can  be 
purchased.  When  the  food  policies  of  one  of  the  mag  or  sources  arc  so  often  subser- 
vient to  the  pressures  of  selfish  interests,  this  sens?  of  security  is  destroyed. 

Gra  in 

US  Grain  Moves,  Faster   November  grain  loadings  were  on"1:'  about  half  of  the  drsirnd 

^oal  due  to  the  tremendous  pressure  to  use  box  cars  for  Christ- 
mas merchandise.  By  December  a  boot  crisis  was  approaching.  The  Maritime  Commission 
claimed  it  could  not  furnish  boats  when  nearly  700  lay  idle  in  ports.  As  predicted  in 
our  news  release  #44,  Captain  Granville  Conway  has  already  succeeded  in  greatly  im- 
proving both  the  box  car  and  boat  situation. 

We  are  how  told  that  the  US  winter  wheat  crop  may  reach  the  all-time  record  of  a  bill- 
ion bushels  (US  needs  only  about  half  that  for  domestic  consumption).   Sprin^  wheat 
will  add  some  300  million  to  that  total.  Actually  there  is  a  possibility  of  surplus 
grain  in  the  US  by  19-4-5  if  a  larger  volume  is  not  exported.  The  year's  goal  is  still 
10-jj  million  tons  (400  million  bushels).   The  Secretary-General  of  the  IZ7C  has  urged 
that  this  be  increased  to  over  l4|  million  tons.   The  Under  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
has  recommended  an  increase  to  at  least  13  million  tons.   In  most  cases  the  nations 
needing  grain  can  pay  for  their  imports. 


SjPECIA!  Sr~?ITTT  -r-   PEIZASZ  *  hi 

The  following  survey  of  the  food  situation  in  tRTBRA  countries  was 
released  by  UHHSA.  to  the  press  January  8,  19^7.   It  is  based  upon 
latest  inf ormation  received  fror  its  missions  and  from  the  Govern- 
ments of  the  countries  receiving  UTRRA  aid. 

rOCS  SITU.iTIOIT  STILL  G-RA.75   The  fond  situation  in  the  U1TREA  receiving  counfrTe's  gives 

cause  for  great  concern.   Supplies  of  food  resulting  from 
the  19^6  harvests  of  such  staple  crops  as  grains,  potatoes,  sugar  "beets  and  oil  seeds 
are  being  exhausted  rapidly.   The  small  volume  of  imports  since  the  19*4-6  harvests  has 
forced  the  people  of  countries  receiving  UBBRA.  aid  to  depend  mainly  on  indigenous  food 
supplies  during  the  early  part  of  the  current  consumption  year.  The  volume  of  B5BBA. 
shipments  has  been  small  because  of  (a)  the  limited  availabilities  of  such  basic  foods 
as  grains  and  fats  and  (b)  the  drastic  reduction  made  in  shipments  of  other  badly 
needed,  hut  more  expensive,  foods  in  order  to  make  the.  slender  "balance  of  funds  last 
as  long  as  possible.  UlTRRA's  food  shipments  will  end  before  the  full  effect?  of  its 
agricultural  rehabilitation  program  have  "been  realized.   Something  will  have  to  be  done 

or  the  results  will  "be  serious The  time  is  at  hand  when  it  is  imperative  that  the 

individual  supplying  nations  take  action  to  implement  their  promises  if  a  disastrous 
break  in  the  supply  line  is  to  be  avoided. 

■aLBAl'IA   U1TRRA  funds  for  food  shipments  to  Albania  are  practically  exhausted.   This 

country  had  better  cro-os  last  year  than  in  19^5 1  but  disastrous  floods  during 
the  autumn  caused  serious  losses,  with  the  result  that  imports  will  be  needed  before 
the  19^7  harvest. 

AUfiTRIA   The  food  position  of  Austria  is  extremely  critical.  The  population  is  about 

80  per  cent  non-farm,  and  as  a  result,  heavy  imports  of  foods  are  required 
even  under  normal  conditions.  Wartime  disruption  of  production,  from  which  recovery 
has  been  slow,  has  greatly  increased  dependence  upon  imported  food.   Indigenous 
supplies  have  been  drawn  upon  heavily  since  the  last  harvest  t"  maintain  a  level  of 
rations  which  until  recently  has  provided  the  normal  consumer  with  only  1200  calories 
per  day  from  rationed  foods.   In  November  this  level  was  officially  raised  to  1550 
calories,  but  it  has  not  been  possible  to  maintain  distribution  at  this  level  in  all 
parts  of  the  country.  Maintenance  of  ever,  the  present  meager  rations  is  dependent 
upon  a  higher  level  of  imports  during  the  remaining  months  prior  to  the  19^7  harvests 
The  U17RRA  food  budget  for  Austria  will  be  exhausted  by  scheduled  January  19^7  shipments, 

BYELORUSSIA  AID  UZRAIIS   Destruction  by  the  Germans  of  livestock  and  agricultural 

eouiument  in  these  two  Soviet  republics  was  extremely  severe. 
Despite  a  19^6  drought  of  almost  unprecedented  severity,  the  grain  requirements  of 
these  areas  are  being  supplied  from  indigenous  sources  or  from  other  -carts  of  the 
Soviet  Union,  but  there  is  an  acute  shortage  of  fats  and  other  livestock  products  as 
a  result  of  the  wartime  losses  of  livestock.  UKRRA  funds  budgeted  for  food  procure- 
ment for  these  two  Soviet  republics  are  virtually  exhausted. 

CHIEa   Food  production  in  China  in  19^6  was  much  higher  than  in  10-;5.  With  good  dis- 
tribution of  supplies  throughout  the  country  a  minimum  subsistence  level  of 
consumption  could  be  maintained  without  imports.  Transportation  is  so  disrupted,  how- 
ever, that  there  will  be  extreme  suffering  in  coastal  cities  and  other  -Darts  of 
southern  China  if  rice  and  wheat  imports  are  not  continued.  USRRA  funds  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  cover  grain  shipments  to  China  for  about  two  months  more,  but  the  greatest 
need  will  be  during  the  second  ouarter  of  the  year. 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA   Substantial  progress  in  economic  rehabilitation  has  been  made  in 

Czechoslovakia,  This  country  exported  sugar  from  its  1?46  croo  and 
also  potatoes  and  fresh  vegetables.  Available  UIRRA  funds  will  cover  only  the  fat 
import  requirements  for  another  two  months  at  the  most. 
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Survey  of  World  Food  Situation  (continued)       1  t     °  jL? 
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People  who  helplessly  watched  their  children  become  emaciated  from  starvation  less 
than  a  year  ago  and  who  themselves  still  have  inadeouate  food  can  be  expected  to  react 
with  violence  to  dwindling  food  supplies.  Food  riots  with  bloodshed  recently  took 
place  in  Italy.  The  visit  of  Premier  de  Gasperi  of  Italy  to  Washington  last' week  fo- 
cuses attention  on  that  country  —  but  Italy  is  only  one  of  the  countries  where  food 
riots  may  be  anticipated  in  the  near  future.  It  is  tragic  that  the  stark  evidence  of 
human  suffering  must  be  produced  before  the  US  public  will  pay  much  attention  to  the 
continuing  serious  food  needs  abroad. 

The  US  virtually  assumed  a  special  responsibility  toward  Austria,  Italy  and  Greece 
when  the  proposal  to  continue  international  relief  after  UHEHA.  was  turned  do^n  last 
month.  Portions  of  Poland's  population 'may  soon  be  seriously  short  of  food.  As  an 
occupying  power  the  Military  must  keep  the  food  supplies  in  Germany  and  Japan  above 
the  starvation  level.   Congress  will  have  to  face  these  issues  with  maximum  dispatch. 

Pats  and  Oils 

As  explained  in  our  last  release,  the  US  could  supply  most  of  the  grain  needed  by 
these  countries.  The  world's  greatest  shortage  of  an  essential  food  continues  to  be 
fats  and  oils.  Europe,  as  a  whole,  has  been  lower  in  its  supply  of  these  than  any 
other  basic  food.   It  is  the  one  food  for  which  some  European  Governments  are  willing 
to  sacrifice  important  industrial  imports. 

US  Pats  and  Oils  Export  Policy   Pre-war  US  imported  about  lh   billion  pounds  more  fats 

and  oils  than  it  exported.   Copra  from  the  Philip- 
pines was  one  of  the  major  oil  base  imports.  Export  of  copra  from  the  Philippines 
since  June  has  risen  up  to  or  above  pre-war  levels.  US  is  now  receiving  a  little  over 
half  of  this  or  about  35  million  pounds  monthly.  The  rest  is  going  to  Euro-pe.   The 
Department  of  Agriculture  announced  last  June  that  the  US  fatsand  oils  policy  in 
I9V7  would  be  to  export  no  more  than  is  imported.   In  December,  leading  executives  of 
American  industries  using  fats  and  oils  (amongst  whom  the  soap  manufacturers  arp  the 
most  prominent)  insisted  that  the  US  receive  larger  imports  than  exports  of  the 
world's  limited  supply  of  fats  and  oils.  They  feel  domestic  distribution  will  break 
down  since  supplies  are  so  far  short  of  meeting  the  demands.   This  is  the  direct  con- 
sequence cf  abandoning  rationing  and  other  distribution  controls  too  soon. 

Past  Record   Prom  January  through  June,  19^6,  US  exported  579  million  pounds  of  fats 

and  oils  and  imported  361  million  pounds,  exporting  roughly  2/3  more  ; 
than  importing.  When  price  control  was  suspended  July  1,  procurement  to  meet  foreign 
needs  virtually  stopped.   Very  little  lias  been  exported  since  that  date,  partially  due 
to  excessive  price  increase  (price  of  US  lard  wholesale  rose  over  200  percent  in  'late 
October  and  is  still  double  the  price  in  June).  luring  the  second  half  of  IQh-S   the  W5 
imported  339  million  pounds  and  exported  271  million  pounds,  importing  roughly  l/3 
Ir-0re  than  exporting.  The  net  US  exports  over  imports  for  19^-6  were  only  100  million 
pounds.   This  pittance,  l/B6  of  our  total  domestic  production  of  6.8  billion  pounds, 
was  a  shameful  widow's  mite.  In  1946  the  health  of  some  20  million  children  abroad 
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The  report  of  the  special  United  Nations  committee  on  post  UERRA  relief  needs,  due  on 
January  15,  may  not  be  made  public  until  early  this  week.   The  President  is  expected 
to  submit  to  Congress  later  in  the  week  or  soon  thereafter  a  reouest  for  a  special 
appropriation  of  $-100  million  to  meet  that  portion  of  the  continuing  emergency  relief 
needs  abroad  which  our  Government  is  willing  to  carry. 

It  is  understood  that  the  reouest  will  be  for  a  single  appropriation  allowing  the 
President  or  Secretary  of  State  certain  freedom  of  action  to  determine  what  proportion 
of  this  money  will  subsequently  be  made  available  to  any  country.   The  specific  needs 
in  each  country  which  might  receive  this  aid  will  be  fully  presented  at  Congressional 
hearings.   It  is  anticipated  the  bill  will  pernit  the  President  to  stop  relief  immedi- 
ately if  evidence  develops  of  failure  t"  distribute  the  supplies  fairly  or  if  adequate 
supersision  by  US  observers  is  obstructed,  and  als"  to  revise  the  amount  of  relief  for 
a  given  country  in  relation  to  actual  needs. 

Since  the  Department  of  State  has  previously  indicated  that  it  would  ask  for  funds  to 
help  Austria,  Greece  and  Italy,  it  is  likely  that  these  three  countries  vil1  -ret  the 
bulk  of  whatever  is  appropriated.  This  requested  approoriatinn  wi1!  not  include  sub- 
stantial funds  necessary  for  civilian  feeding  by  the  Military  in  Germany  and  Japan. 
It  '/ill  not  prov-'de  any  US  shar:  for  the  International  Refugee  Organization  nor  for 
the  Internationa..  Children's  Uawrgency  Fund. 

Vandenoerg1  s  Strong  Sun-port   Senator  Var.denberr  made  some  very  encouraging  comments 

on  this  subject  at  Cleveland  on  January  12.   "We  shall 
not  draw  back  from  our  essential  responsibilities.  For  example,  I  am  sure  Congress 
will  make  a  liberal  relief  appropriation  —  to  be  administered  under  American  auspices 
in  consultation  with  the  UK  —  for  the  stricken  post-war  areas  which  are  still  war  ■ 

casualties Again,  reasonable  rehabilitation  credits  are  unavoidable  if  democratic 

stabilities  are  to  be  restored  before  it  is  too  late," 

Opposition  Likely   Certain  Congressmen  previously  expressed  opposition  to  any  further 

foreign  relief  appropriations.   They  may  attempt  to  attach  a  number 
of  restricting  qualification?..   The  needs  are  so  pressing  that  any  protracted  legisla- 
tive delays  in  making  the  funds  available  will  bring  disasterous  cy.seouences.  Delays 
and  restrictions  are  much  less  likely  if  Congress  receives  evidence  of  public  support. 

Inform  Congress  gov   American  citizens  have  an  opportunity  to  heln  personally  the 

people  still  suffering  from  undernourishment  in  +he  abov- 
countries.   This  requires  only  the  time  to  write  a  brief  letter  or  wire  expressing 
your  views  to  your  Congressional  representatives. 

Zxport  Program  Goes  Into  High  Gear 

Remarkable  Achievement   Capt.  Granville  Conway  became  Coordinator  of  Emergency  Export 

Programs  on  December  17.  At  that  time  the  US  was  -75  Bhips 
behind  in  its  coal  shipments  for  the  month  of  December.   Next  to  food,  coal  is  Europe's 
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Food  and  Agriculture  Preparatory  Commission  RgBgrt^  on  World  Fogg  PrODgjals 

(J-he  following  commentary,  based  in  part  on  statements  bv  S  M  ^ruce 
Chairman  of  the  Commission,  at  a  conference  on  Januarv  17,  can  hi/*-' 
light  only  a  few  aspects  of  the  150-page  report  of  the  Commission  "'re- 
leased on  January  2fc.  The  Commission's  renort  may  shorts  be  Stained 
free  from  Information  Div. ,  FAO,  2003  Mass.  Ave.,  Washington  6,  P.C.P 

For  the  past  three  months  142  of  the  verb's  leading  experts  on  food  an.  arricultlire 

Uves  vi'af  r"0^^"  ,-rrestli^  ^   fi*«  P»ctleal  -ays  to  promote  certainty  c"c- 
ti.es  vital  to  world  prosperity  and  peace.   These  men  are  the  members  of  th~  FAO 
Preparatory  Commission  on  World  Pood  Proposals.  This  Commission,  unLr  the  able  cMir 
manship  of  Vis count  S.  M.  Bruce  of  Australia,  made  far  more  uro-ross  tLn  was  tWht 
possible  when  it  began  its  work.  The  forward-looking  proposals  contained  in  the  ^ 
prehensive  report  have  effective!;-  clarified  what  needs  to  be  done  and  sho^d  enlist 
broad  and  enthusiastic  support.  AS  Mr.  Bruce  said  "We  beUeve  thev  en  as  far  as" 
governments  are  willing  to  go  at  the  present  time.  We  also  believe  the,   lav  tS  foun- 
dations on  which  future  progress  can  be  based." 

Ihis  seventeen-natinn  Commission,  with  another  sixteen  nations  and  four  international 

Xterr!tioaTC1?£tini  " •  °^ ™** '  ^   ^iven  the  ^.ignment  of  recommending  whatever 
international  machinery  might  be  necessary  to  accomplish  two  objectives  to  which  all 

tier  ~?nr-f  f  °r  n&^^S  °f  ?A°  subscrifced  "  (1)  developing  and  organizing  produc- 
tion, distribution  and  utilization  of  basic  foods  to  orovidc  diets  on  a  health  standard 

for  people  of  all  countries,  and  (2)  stabilizing  agricultural  nrices  at  levels  ?£tS 

producers  and  consumers  alike.   In  simplest  terms,  that  means  fo^  enough  fo-  all  et 

fair  prices.   How  to  transform  that  ideal  into  a  reality  cannot  be  simply  stated.  ' 

The  problems  considered  by  this  Commission  cover  an  enormously  broad  ran-.  Ko  one 
over-all  solution,  such  as  Sir  John  Crr's  World  Food  Board,  -as  recommfinded.  However 
it  was  agreed  that  ex-oandin-  -orld  economy  jj-  absolutely,  es~e^ya1  t„  the  acco— li  ,~v_' 
mcr.t  of  the  above  object  lyes.  ' ' " —  — ■"iJ~ 

Comparison  to  Pg^   The  Commission  founJ  the  situation  in  19^6  amazingly  reminiscent 

..  .,  of  the  position  in  1920.   It  came  to  the  conclusion  that  unless 

r.;1!0;;,!6  -Si£2§.  were  taken  there  would  be  a  re-??  titlon  of  the  years  between  +  ho"  tvo' 
*'rurs.  ."'^h  infinitely  worse  coyr-cmcr-ccr  'or  the  world 

Agricultural  production  was  vastly  stimulated  by  war.  When  restocking  and  re-eouipring 

alter  World  ^ar  I  was  caught  up  with,  not  enough  twrchasing  t>ower  existed  to  continue  ' 

to  a. sorb, the  increased  production.   Instead  of  creating  international  mechanisms  for 

•■.onomic  cooperation,  tariff  barriers  and  ouotas  stiffled  trade.  Degression  followed 

auririg  which  costly  and  unpopular  efforts  were  made  to  bring  about  a* balance  between  ' 

supply  and  demand  for  agricultural  products  by  restriction  of  xiroauctien.   Curtailment 

01  agricultural  production  is  almost  always  the  first  sten  toward  general  business  re- 

"s%   If  that  Policy  is  resorted  to  again  the  Commission  believes  the  world  will 
run  into  every  sort  of  trouble. 
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Just  a*  we  have  a  united  foreign  political  oolicy,"  he  asserted,  "we  need"a 
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For  Release  Monday,   February  3,   19^7 

geciTTOCaJ   Trr.ie  Pacts  Assailed  in  Confess 

The  lid  blew   off  asrroulddrlng  Senate  fight   last  week.      The   reciprocal    trade  We-nentH 
program  was  attacked  br  Senator  Eugh  Butler   fH   .   "eh   )    ..    i»a   gigantic  hoax''    on  the 

-r  1   Sn^rS^ff       ^-r  ^  teing  introtoced  i»  *°th  houses   to  restrict   the 
President   s   tariff  authority,    some  members    of  Congress   seem  to  forget   that  high  tariff, 
and  economic   isolationism  after  World  War  I    inevitably  led  to  degression  and ^  Sr!     Sey 
seem  equally  unawo re  that   the    reciprocal  trade  programs  are   the  verv  core    of  TO  foiSZ 
economic  nolicy  and  that   expanding  world  economy  is   the  best   guarantee   of  peace. 

Call   for  IfeUed  Scononic  Ffirei^r.  Police     Mr.    Sric  Johnson,    former  -resident    of   the  US 

-n       - -,  .  ,  Chamber   of  Commerce,    stated  last  ^'eek  that  as 

a  Republican  he  viewed  the  party  stand  on  the   reciprocal   trade  agreements  a  "nmreme 
issue.  Just  as  we  have   a  uni' 

united  foreign  economy  policy." 

Representatives    of   the  United  Nations  are  assembling  in  Geneva   in  Awi]    to  agree  u-oor 

at  Geneva  tS"  "TV**  'V*   InternatiOT-al  T^e   Organization  (ITO).      Simultaneously 
at  Geneva  the  US   Government  expects   to  conduct   reciprocal   trade  negotiations  with 
eighteen  or  more  nations.     Mr.   Johnson  considers   this  Geneva  trade  conference   "as  im- 
T^T   »5  S"  i     4S*2  ?ranci^co   Conference  <-hich  drew   the   charter  for   the  United 
nations.       <£he  basis  for  world  prosperity- for  rapid  development   in  bac^arj   countries 

Sf  Soff^^..^  ^^  iB  ^^  covntries-js   j&^Jto£g  Production 
SiHri™,^       I       J,0'  °       &  rP?trictions   strangle  expansion  of  trade  and  disre- 
gara  the   long-term  benefits  for  the  many  to  protect  the   immediate  privileges   of  a  few. 

HO  essentially  US  Proposal        For  many  year:,    our  Government   has  been  promoting  the   re- 
Tmf)       T-   „  ciprocal   trades    idea.      It   originated   the  -olan  for  the 

i-U.      If  congress  restricts  the  authority  previously  granted  to  the  President   to  nego- 
tiate  reciprocal   trade  agreements  under  specified  limitations  until  June  30,19^8     it 
Will   very  seriously  affect   the   status   of   our  Government   in   international   affairs.' 

It  is  difficult   to  assess  just  what  degree    of  support  among  conservative   ranks   this 
*  \  V       on  reciprocal   trade  will  have.      The   greatest  menace  may  be   in  delaying"  tactics 
rat...er  than  nead-on  attacks.      Feauests   for   investigation  would  create  at   least  uncer- 
tainties  as   to   the   status    of   the  pro^ra~  during  the  April   negotiations. 

iseareSsenM f,  °™JT$  W°S    ^SV*  ^   **  th*  US  at  ^~^'     Vi^°"   ^roort   trade 
If  eBS~r-^      irt   o.    continued  American  prosperity.     Foreign  nations   desperately 

ncrP    of   4.v.rlM      ';:    .    n  I     'US-     A    a-x°  ea  t0  ™*    *■    roc-    c-    services   since  we  vant   no 
""  thC1'    ?old   t0  -orP  »-*ay  in  Untuck:  .      Reciprocally  lo-ered  tariffs  woul*   eu- 

r^i     our  export    trade   to  expand  since  we  would  be   grant-.;,  concessions  b-   o*he-  coun- 
;IrpL-JetUr^f0r-C0:^aral'le  advantages.      The  State  Department,    in  negotiating  the 
+p«M        f*3'    -w       undoubtedly  take   into  consideration  instances  whe  re   continued  pro- 
,,",°?.10J  j5   "dttstriee   or  workers   is   convincing!-  demonstrated.     It   is   essential  to 
juage   tne  issues   m  the   croadest  possible  way.      The  prosperity  of  the  world  is 
Literally  dependent   on  the   solution  of  this   economic  nroblem  ' 
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For  Release  Monday,  February  10,  19^7 

Extension  of  Limited  War  Powers  Requested 

On  February  3,  President  Truman  asked  Congress  to  grant  limited  extension  of  war  powers 
to  permit  the  regulation  of  use  of  certain  foods  including  sugar,  grain,  rice,  fats  and 
oils,  the  allocation  of  freight  cars,  arrangements  for  shipping,  the  control  of  a  few 
imports  and  exports.  This  authority  is  absolutely  essential  i£  .obtain  the  necessary 
priori  ties  ip.  break  transportation  bottlenecks  and  £o  assure  fair  international  sharing 
of  those  few  foods  still  In  short  supply.  This  is  a  very  important  subject  for  commun- 
ications to  Congress  on  the  part  of  all  those  interested  in  our  country's  doing  its 
full  share  to  alleviatP  suffering  abroad. 

Urgency  of  Post-UKRRA  Relief 

Secretary  Marshall  has  just  announced  that  food  relief  for  Europe  is  the  most  urgent  of 
all  the  27  requests  on  which  the  State  Department  needs  ouick  legislation  from  Congress 
The  list  sent  February  5  by  the  Secretary  to  Senator  Vandenberg  included  the  following 
requests  for  financial  aid":  between  $300  end  $i»O0  million  for  post-UlTRRA  relief  in 
Europe,  $71  million  to  help  finance  the  International  Refugee  Organization,  approval  of 
the  internet i on? 1  Children's  Emergency  Fund  for  which  in  spite  of  comments  to  the  con- 
trary $100  million  may  be  requested  as  the  US  share,  and  a  deficiency  appropriation  of 
*5C  million  to  feed  the  American  zone  in  Germany. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  former  President  Hoover  »se  requested  by  President  Truman  to 
report  on  conditions  in  Germany  rather  than  on  the  needs  of  ex-UNRRA  countries,  and  in 
view  of  the  precarious  food  situatior  in  Greece,  Austria,  Italy  and  certain  other 
countries,  it  is  alarming  to  h^ve  Senator  Vandenberg  indicate  that  his  committee  would 
await  before  acting  on  these  requests  until  receiving  a  report  from  Mr.  Eoover  I 

GReece 

Arrangements  just  made  by  Greece  have  postponed  probably  for  a  month  a  "break  in  its 
food  pipeline.  Greece  is  still  under  a  great  cloud  of  uncertainty  about  financing  its 
food  imports  for  the  coming  months.  Congress  must  act  with  great  dispatch  in  appro- 
priating funds  or  the  19i!7  campaign  in  the   continuing  battle  of  oread  may  yet  be  lost. 

UERRA's  Greek  program  totaling  $353  million  has  almost  been  concluded  -|ess  than  a 
tenth  has  yet  to  be  shipped.  The  $l6*J-  million  for  food  allowances  was  spent  by  the 
end  of  Kovember.  It  is  estimated  that  Greece  needs  to  import  for  19^7  $235  million 
worth  of  supplies  of  which  one-third  is  for  food.  Its  total  current  resources  to  pay 
for  imports  are  only  $80  million,  leaving  a  deficit  of  $155  million.  The  US  has  re- 
cently sold  to  Greece  100  Liberty  ships.  These  eventually  will  serve  in  world-wide 
cargo  trade  and  will  thus  help  Greece  obtain  foreign  exchange.  Greece  lost  three- 
quarters  of  its  merchant  marine  in  the  war  —  one  of  its  pre-war  sources  of  revenue. 

In  carrying  out  its  Greek  program  UERRA  had  many  difficulties  caused  by  instability 
and  inefficient  of  the  government,  many  changes  of  top  officials,  sudden  -variations 
of  policy,  non-existence  of  effective  government  controls  of  prices  or  rationing,  lac* 
of  transportation  facilities,  and  a  constantly  inflationary  monetary  situation. 
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E.2S -oens I'd ilitr  for  19^7  F^od  Belief  V„n   ft  fr'9 

F.E.  LaGuardia,  Director  General  of  U2KBA,  bluntly  told  the  representatives  of  tie 
United  ITaticns  at  the  Assembly  meeting  on  Ecvember  11  that  it  wa3  thnir  responsibility 
to  sake  arrangements  so  that  serious  food  crises  would  not  develop  in  19'!0.  Every 
rep'ort  confims  that  them  will  be  large  deficits  in  every  or.c   of  the  countries  hhhPA   % 
has  "been  serving.  He  repeatedly  underscored  the  need  for  decisions  without  delay. 
(Percy  Wells,  British  delegate,  later  agreed  "that  the  food  shortage  unquestionably 
'■'as  the  primary  problem  facia-  the  world.") 

Mr.  LaGuardia  in  his  prepared  teat,  from  which  he  characteristically  departed,  excori- 
ated the  United  States  for  its  refusal  to  continue  to  support  relief  on  a  truly  inter- 
national oasis  and  accused  the  United  States  of  exposing  itself  to  the  charpe  of 
using  relief  as  a  political  weapon  or  in  the  furtherance  of  national  policy,  he  be- 
lieves putting  relief  on  a  nation- to~nat ion  basis  "would  do  more  than  anything  that 
could  possibly  happen  to  regroup  nations  to  a  point  such  as  brought  ca  World  War  II." 

LrC-uo.re.ia  Plan   Explaining  that  the  nations  concerned  should  be  able  tc  carry  on  the 

industrial  rehabilitation  parts  of  UfSBA's  program  with  the  assis- 
tance of  leans  from  the  World  Bank,  Mr,  LaGuardia  limited  his  -oroposal  of  relief  to  be 
conducted  by  the  United  ITatior.s  to  food.   "Ihese  requirements  of  food,  if  available, 
wculd  certainly  bo  in  the  vicinity  cf  one  billion  dollars."  he  proposed  a  fund  of 
four  hundred  million  dollars  to  take  care  of  the  most  important  cf  these  needs. 

Mr.  LaGuardia  briefly  outlined  an  operational  plan  which  he  called  the  United  hations 
Food  Emergency  Puna  and  which  is  very  similar  to  a  United  ITaticns  Peed  Fund  plan  sub- 
mitted by  Feed  Per  Freedom  last  August  to  the  UhOhA  Council  rah.  the  hcorioaicana 
Social  Council  of  the  United  Nations. 

'I'  rang  a  or  to  1 1  on  P  iff  i  c  ij1.  t  i  e_r,  -  An  Zvcf ."  o  or  a  P:oo  son   The  world  des-ioratolv  needs  a 

portion  of  the  cr.orsws  crops 
which  the  farmers  of  America,  loth  of  the  United  States  aid  Canada,  h-  ve  produced  this 
year.  Ihe  world  deficit  of.breac  grains  this  year  is  around  10  million  tone,  Kr. 
AdlaS  Stevenson,  the  United  Stages  delegate,  stated  that  the  United  States  was  expect- 
ed to  export  10  million  tens  of  " '■■-oar'  grains  in  the  year  ending  June  19^7  in  addition 
tc  20  million  tens  of  coal  to  "deficit"  areas,  he  claimed  that  ea-  trans -.ortRt*  r.- 


facilities  are  eT';io-'-t  mat./,  \<--r- 


nm 


extreme  11:.. its"  tc  carry  cat  this  are  arose:. 


As  Fecei  Per  Freedom  has  been  pointing  out  during  the  past  mouth,  the  actual  grain 
shipments  allocated  to  several  of  the  deficit  countries  have  been  only  about  one- 
third  of  what  they  should  be  receiving  now  in  order  to  avoid  a  great  deficit  neat 
spring  or  early  summer.  Although  exact  figures  rre  net  available,  it  is  seriously 
questioned  whether  the  grain  export  during  this  half  of  the  year,  .hie  to  shipping 
stoppages  and  ct  ler  causes,  will  be  r.erc  than  half  the  average  achieve c"  during  the 


great  drive  last  hay  ani  June.   If 


our  government  "cr< 


to  --jrcmoto  the  ex- 


port c£   grain  with  the  energy  it  did  last  sarin-,  cur  shipments  could  certainly  be 
stepped  up  very  considerably. 
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The  Food  Crisis  of  19^7 

Turing  the  next  few  days,  weeks  and  months,  successive  decisions  will  "oe  made  by  gov- 
ernments which  will  profoundly  affect  not  only  the  food  situation  in  19^7  "Du'fc  ray  well 
establish  the  basic  pattern  of  world  food  economy  for  a  decade. 

One  of  the  decisions  which  must  be  made  at  once  is  brought  to  a  head  by  the  LaGuar&ia 
proposal  for  a  TJ1T  food  relief  fund,  which  was  outlined  in  our  last  release  and  about 
which  there  is  a  considerable  difference  of  opinion  in  the  United  States.  The  Prepar- 
atory  Commission  of  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  has  set  January  10,  19~7» 
as  a  dead  line  for  agreement  upon  its  report  to  member  governments  as  to  the  first 
steps  to  carry  out  the  objectives  approved  at  Copenhagen.  'The  United  States  has 
under  pressure  agreed  to  subscribe  to  the  necessary  changes  in  the  proposed  charter 
of  the  International  Trade  Organization  which  would  allow  for  an  effective  world  food 
plan  whether  under  the  FAO  or  the  ITO. 

Food — to   Gamble  or  to  Eat?   The  opening  guns  of  the  opposition  to'  internationalism 

are  being  fired.  American  business  is  violently  against 
any  further  controls.  In  the  flush  of  our  plenty  with  $1*10  billion  dollars  of  dis- 
posable consumer  income  that  may  be- what  the  majority  of  Americans  want.  It  is  under- 
standable that  U.  S.  opposition  to  a  world  food  plan  may  seem  to  food-deficit  nations 
to  indicate  greater  concern  about  freedom  for  profits  than  freedom  from  hunger.  They 
profoundly  fear  world  regression  if  intelligent  planning  is  thrown  overboard.  They 
feel  the  world  must  choose  and  choose  now  whether  food  is  used  to  meet  human  needs  cr 
is  left  at  the  mercy  of  supply  and  demand. 

Coal  Strike  Threat   The  shipping  strike  slowed  down  our  grain  export  program  almost 

a  million  tons  during  September  and  October.   It  was  hoped  that 
3  million  tons  could  be  chirped  in  Kovember  and  December,  We  planned  to  ship  this 
year  1  million  tons  per  month.   If  a  protracted  coal  strike  develops,  it  is  easily 
possible  that  actual  famine  conditions  will  result  in  several  European  countries.  It 
will  retard  recovery  in  any  case.   Industrial  recovery  in  Italy,  for  instance,  is 
still  largely  dependent  on  IT.  S.  coal.   Coal  is  Europe's  greatest  immediate  shortage. 


?lra  for  Poland 

Poland  may  turn  out  to  be  the  European  country  in  greatest  need  of  food  relief  next 
year  if  the  LaGuardia  plan  for  continued  UH  relief  is  not  accepted  or  if  the  United 
States  limits  its  special  assistance  to  Italy,  Austria  and  Greece.  Without  fairly 
substantial  help  fro:::  outside,  at  least  a  part  of  Poland's  population  will  go  hungry 
or  even  starve. 

The  chief  c-£   the  UHSA  mission  to  Poland  recently  warned  tliat  without  greater  food 
imports  than  Poland  can  pay  for,  the  average  consumption  of  its  city  people  would  be 
reduced  to  the  starvation  level  of  1250  calories  daily  by  next  spring  -  about  a  third 
the  amount  Americans  eat. 
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Statement  "by  Executive  Committee  of  Food  For  Freedom 
Concerning  LaGuardia* s  Relief  SlSS 

After  conferences  with  officials  of  the  Departments  of  State  and  Agriculture,  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  of  Food  For  Freedom  gave  prolonged  consideration  to  the  LaGuardia  plan 
for  continued  food  relief  in  Europe  in  19^7  and  reluctantly  reached  the  following  con- 
clusions: 

"Though  we  earnestly  wish  that  we  could  support  the  LaGuardia  plan,  in  t he- 
present  unhappy  and  divided  world  we  are  unahle  to  do  so.  To  keep  the  door  open 
to  international  arrangements,  we  think  there  may  be  some  remaining  advantage  in 
a  US  consultative  committee  without  power  to  make  allocations.  In  the  present 
difficult  situation,  we  "believe  more  than  ever  that  profit  is  secondary  to  human 
need  and  that  the  U.  S.  must  take  a  full  share  in  making  food  arrangements  based 
on  this  principle. 

"The  hour  is  becoming  late  for  implementation  of  the  assurances  given  by 
Mr.  Clayton  last  July  when  he  stated:   "I  accept  it  as  axiomatic  that  the  world 
will  not  permit  the  people  of  any  nation  to  starve  as  long  as  there  is  food 
enough  to  go  around". 

"In  view  cf  the  policies  of  the  USSR  now  prevailing  in  the  Soviet  dominated 
countries,  continued  international  handling  of  food  relief,  we  "believe,  would 
not  forward  the  principles  of  the  United  Hations.   On  the  contrary,  the  disin- 
genuousness  of  the  Russian  policies  confuses  and  has  already  tended  to  discredit 
international  coc-oerat  ion. n 


What  is  U.  S.  Policy  on  19^7  Relief  Abroad? 

The  U.  S-.  position  is  that  individual  nations  would  take  over  any  food  distribution 
programs  after  the  expiration  of  UKRRA.  As  a  compromise  solution,  the  U.  S.  proposed 
on  November  2b  the  establishment  of  an  international  clearing  house  for  continuing  re- 
lief needs.  It  suggests  that  the  Secretary-General  of  the.  UK  inform  all  member  states 
en  continuing  needs,  call  for  contributions  and  invite  consultation  among  the  various 
contributing" nations  to  coordinate  their  respective  programs,   -his  stops  short  of  any 
power  by  the  UH  to  assess  what  proportion  of  the  total  ($-00,000,000  for  Europe)  should 
be  contributed  'oy   any  nation.  It  also  gives  no  control  to  the  UIT  as  to  the  country  of 
destination  for  any  proportion  cf  whatever  supplies  or  funds  may  be  made  available  by 
any  nation  —  n?  authority  to  allocate. 


Some  of  Possible  Reasons  for  This  Decision 
mind  some  of  the  following  factors: 


In  refusing  to  accept  international  pooling 
of  relief  our  government  may  have  had  in 


1.  The  situation  has  greatly  changed  since  last  year  when  UK3RA  was  an  absolute  neces- 
sity. How  needy  countries  can  obtain  sufficient  food  for  their  populations  in  19-J-7  is 
now  primarily  an  economic  or  financial  problem  —  a  balance  of  payments.  The 


!  —-  - 

pla::  for  acti-f,  ci;  fao  submitted  by  food  for  freedom    I      " ■UEc-t 

To   the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Economic  Affaire  and —  ~- — 
To  the  United  States  Representative  on  the  Preparatory  Commission 

Of  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  of  the  United  ITaticns  -  ~  r\   ft 

X-JD    6  0  9 

WHEREAS,  commodity  agreements  have  "been  approved  in  principle  by  the  UnfexW.  '  (tf  ' 
States  Government  under  the  proposed  International  Trade  Organization;  -   , 

WHEREAS,  it  will  take  at  least  twelve  to  eighteen  months  before  the  ITO  is 
likely  to  become  an  operating  agency; 

WHEREAS,   for  the  one  agricultural  product  not-:  in  burdensome  surplus  the 
United  Kingdom  -  Dominion  World  Disposals,  Ltd.  is  following  procedures  tva.t  keep  with- 
in the  framework  of  the  methods  proposed  for  the  ITO; 

WHEREAS,  failure  to  reach  early  agreement  about  international  food  policies  may 
■  veil  result  in  a  return  to  attempted  self-sufficiency  in  food  production  o:r   food- 
deficit  nations,  supported  by  high  tariffs  on  food  imports  and  certain  bilateral  con- 
tracts or  barter  arrangements; 

WHEREAS,  such  a  situation  would  be  likely  seriously  to  obstruct  expanding  world 
trade  in  other  commodities  than  food  and  possibly  repeat  the  disastrous  sequences 
which  followed  World  War  I; 

WHEREAS,  commodity  agreements  for  basic  foods  if  coordinated  with  methods  of 
disposal  of  accumulating  surpluses  in  food-deficit  countries  could  be  used  to  retain 
high  production  and  not  become  restrictive  to  trade; 

WHEREAS,  the  policies  of  the  United  States  are  the  key  to  success  or  failure  in 
any  international  food  arrangements;  and 

WHEREAS,  this  government  has  to  date  announced  no  constructive  plan  to  imple- 
ment the  objectives  to  which  it  subscribed  at  the  Copenhagen  Conference  of  the  FAO; 

IT  IS  HERSH  RESPECTFULLY  PROPOSED: 

1.  That  the  United  States  Government  should  submit  at  once  a  plan  to  Committee 
II  of  the  FAO  Preparatory  Commission  outlining  the  scope  and  methods  of  such  positive 
commodity  agreements  for  certain  basic  foods  (wheat,  rice,  fats  and  oils,  sugar,  and 
possibly  coffee),  including  arrangements  for  price  stabilisation  and  buffer  stocks 
whether  held  nationally  or  internationally; 

2.  That  the  Economic  and  Social  Council  of  the  United  Eations  bo  requested  to 
establish  a  temporary  sub-committee  with  representation  fro:-  the  FAO,  the  World  Dan": 
and  the  ITO  (when  it  ir  established),  to  correlate  such  commodity  agreements,  the 
FAO  administ -i' in;,  agreements  on  agricultural  commodities  and  ITO  those  on  non-agricul- 
tural commodities. 

3.  That  this  plan  when  perfected  by  the  FAO  Preparatory  Commission  be  forwarded 
to  the  member  governments  of  the  FAO  and  simultaneously  to  the  Ecr:"m.ic  and  Social 
Council  of  the  United  Nations  fcr  consideration  at  its  meeting  in  Februarv; 

h.     That  it  ^cc   recognizee  that  this  method  would  expedite  decisiors  by  govern- 
ments on  basic  food  problems  and  make  it  possible  to  put  commodity  agreements  into 
effect  in  time  tc  prevent  disastrous  economic  depression.:  and 

5.  That  it  be  also  recognized  that  this  furtherance  of  commodity  agreements 
for  certain  foods  would  not  be  a  fulfillment  but  only  a  first  step  towards  implementa- 
tion of  the  two  objectives  agreed  upon  at  Copenhagen. 

November  22,  19h£,  FOOD  FOR  FREEDOM,  100°.  11th  Street,  F.W. ,  Washington  1,  D.C. 
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Chinese  Belief  Puzzle 


Almost  total  inability  tc  move  USRRA  supplies  inland  tc  places  where  starvation  was 
rampant  earlier  this  year  meant  that  many  thousands  died  cf  starvation  while  TEBBA'S 
food,  piled  up  at  the  port  of  Shanghai.  Transportation  difficulties  were  foreseen. 
What  was  not  anticipated  was  the  simultaneous  arrival  in  Shanghai  cf  commcrical  imports 
equal  to  the  pre-war  level  just  when  LTiEPA's  program  set  in  full  swim-  last  July.  For 
a  few  months  U17RBA  had  to  embargo  the  sending  of  any  sup-lies  other  than  food  and  medi- 
cines and  still  only  sends  goods  for  which  transport  inland  is  assured. 


c 


Civil  War 


civil  war  creates  almost  insuperable  obstacles.   Generals  from  both  sides 


left  the  fighting  lines  long  enough  to  sit  down  with  UKBBA  officials  to  rake 
arrangements  so  that  each  side  should  get  its  fair  share.   Often  such  agreements  are  not 
adhered  to  in  spite  of  lOBA's  efforts.  The  main  UEERA  port  of  debarkation  is  con- 
trolled by  the  Central  Government;  also  many  of  the  Communist  areas  are  in  pockets 
within  Central  Government  held  provinces  and  distribution  is  only  possible  through 
Nationalist  held  centers. 


C3BBA  Ambitious  plans  were  node  for  the  Chinese  ITational  Belief  and  Rehabilitation 

Administration  (0:IBRA).  This  national  agency  was  created  net^  only  for  the  local 
distribution  job  but  also  to  continue  to  aid  reconstruction  after  IEIBEA  ceases  procure- 
ment for  China  en  March  31,  19-' ?.   CKSBA  did  not  at  first  receive  the  financial  support 
it  was  premised  by  the  Chinese  Government.  Inflation  increased  the  estimated  costs. 
ChTBA's  lack  of  finances,  there  was  too  strong  temptation  to  sell  UL.PPA 

prices — to  use  them  as  a  sotirce  for  revenue  rather  than  relief.   "JII-dA's 
supplies  very  often  were  beyond  the  roach  of  those  needing  aid  most.  The  centuries-ol^ 
tradition  of  exerting  oneself  only  in  proportion  to  the  bribe  was  an  added  complication. 


In  view  o 
goods  at  high 


Hot  a  Good  Beccrd  The  quality  of  TJUPEA  personnel  in  China  was,  with  notable  exceptions, 

markedly  poorer  than  in  other  areas.  Perhaps  too  great  effort  was 
put  into  trying  to  coerate  &   relief  program  according  to  a  pattern  suitable  for  Europe. 

rather  than  the  3rient.  URUhA's  accomplishments  in  China  have  been  most  uneven. 


these  complications  and  obstacles,  the 

tCBEA's 


l"c- vert  he  less  if  Great  Value  In  spite  of  i 

UilPBA  aid  to  China  has  been  of  tremendous  value  . 
program  for  China,  totalling  Zr:^5   million,  is  the  largest  for  any  one  nation.  After 
all,  China  suffered  invasion  longer  thar  any  other  country,   (in  addition,  the  Chinese 
Government  has  received  substantial  loans  from  the  U.S.  as  well  as  a  great  deal  of  U.S. 
surplus  army  supplies.)   Only  half  of  THRRA's  China  program  lias  been  completed,  hue  tc 
the' embargo  a  considerable  proportion  of  tERRA's  supplies  will  not  be  delivered  until 
several  months  after  March  31,"  Some  UUBRA  personnel  will  be  needed  in  China  through 
19^7. 
The  Yellow  Bivcr  Pike  Just  as  one  examole,  UUBPA's  agricultural  rehabilitation  -rco:ram 

totalled  over  591  million,  including  57  million  for  irrigation 
equipment  and  $5;-  million  for  the  return  of  the  Yellow  River  to  its  old  course.  A  dike 
a  mile  long,  200 'feet  wide  at  its  base,  65  feet  at  top  and  kO   feet  high,  built  by 
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LaGuardia  Makes  His  Final  Report  On  UNREA. 


X-D    80  9 

At  what  was  possibly  the  last  UHE3&.  Council  Meeting  held  last  week  in  Washington,  the  ^p-  \^ 
retiring  Director  General  LaGuardia  inade  his  final  report.   The  salient  features  of 
this  report  are: 

Up  to  September  30,  99.6  percent  of  the  operating  contributions  and  nearly  96  percent 
of  the  administrative  contributions  had  been  made  by  the  48  member  nations. 

Of  UKRHJl's  total  supply  program  allocated  to  17  nations  (eligible  for  large  scale  or 
limited  aid)  74  percent  had  been  delivered  by  November  30.  By  that  date  UKRRA  had 
Shipped  $2,177,729,000  worth  of  supplies  of  which  $1,021,590,000  (47  percent)  con- 
sisted of  food.  Deliveries  will  probably  continue  to  Europe  until  R(>v>W  and  to  China 
until  August.  The  Central  Committee  of  UNRRA  will  be  responsible  for  the  completion 
of  UKRRA's  work  which  LaGuardia  insisted  should  be  according  to  the  allocations  of 
food  and  other  supplies  previously  agreed  to. 

The  UN  or  various  agencies  are  taking  over  several  of  UNRSA's  responsibilities.  The 
World  Health  Organization  took  over  UNERA's  health,  epidemic  and 'some  of  its  welfare 
work  December  1.   (UNRRA  is  advancing  $l;j  million  to  that  agency.) 

The  International  Refugee  Organization  (with  a  shockingly  inadequate  budget)  is  to  take 
over  UNERA's  responsibilities  for  repatriation  or  resettlement  of  refugees.  UNREA 
will  continue  operations  in  displaced  persons  camps  until  June  30  unless  these 
functions  can  be  transferred  to  the  IEO  by  that  date. 

The  International  Children's  Fund  was  approved  last  week  by  the  UN.  UNEEA  is  now  trans- 
ferring to  the  ICF  $550,000  from  the  noney  contributed  to  the  Emergency  Food  Committee 
last  summer.  The  Central  Committee  of  UNEEA  may  turn  over  some  additional  funds 
shortly  and  has  agreed  that  the  ICF  will  receive  the  residue  of  UNERA's  resources 
when  they  are  known  (late  in  1947.). 

UNERA1 8  industrial  aid  is  being  terminated.  Loans  from  the  international  banks  should 
assist  economic  recovery.  However,  no  loans  have  been  made  to  date  and  no  loans  pre 
likely  within  the  next  three  months.   This  puts  immediate  strain  on  the  limited 
assets  of  the  needy  countries. 

Due  to  US  and  UK  opposition  the  LaGuardia  food  plan  was  turned  down  at  the  UN  last  week 
However,  an  international  committee  (10  countries  represented)  will  report  on  con- 
tinuing food  needs  by  January  15.  This  committee  will  remain  in  office  to  assess 
food  needs.  A  UN  resolution  contained  assurance  that  relief  supplies  would  not  be 
used  politically,  that  member  nations  would  assist  in  providing  relief,  and  that  the 
Secretary  General  of  the  UK  would  arrange  for  consultation  among  Governments  concern- 
ing relief  plans. 

Mayor  LaGuardia  emphasised  the  generosity  of  many  nations,  concluding  "We  have  demon- 
strated to  the  world  that  forty-eight  nations  can  work  in  harmony,  that  forty-eight 
nations,  bent  upon  doing  good,  can  carry  out  a  great  mission.  Let  not  that  be  lost 
to  history." 
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At  the  final   session  of   the  «»  Council  a  policy  resolution  was  J™^^^4 

"  nn_  fv.t   tl-ie   over-til  programs  for  the  various  nations  Msuall  not   oe  aite.ea   d/ 
T *£?*!£  ComVtlee  Sept  SS  circumstances  clearly  warrant   such  action."     Hepre- 

\T£2 \*  ant  nation  not    Si  on  the  ,av  to  recovery,   which  may  he  asked  to  release 
n  r S«  oJ-i^iSi "ng  UI^  f-ds,  will  he  riven  a  full  opportunity   to  express 
its  views   on  any  proposed  chanre  to  help  other  Ul^A  nations    in  distress. 

The  US   is  collecting   its  own  data  on   the  food  needs   in   the  UlThBA  countries.     Food  lor 
PrLdom  is  r^liaDlv  informed,   however,    that   the  US  Government  has  no  intention  of  re- 

T-ao     i:reS   (as  assumed  in  «,me  quarters)    in  the  unfulfilled  U^HA  programs 
grfef  uf^iirtafeTno  unilateral  action  and  will  ahide  by  majority  decision  of  the 
UEBBA.  Central   Committee. 

IgJPregiB^ojrJbaUon^ie  Bottleneck  to   the  US  Grai^^°r^!rpjHgmJ 

It  is  frequently  officially  claimed  that  our  inland  transportation  will   he  unable   to 
move  to  port  on  time  400  million  bushels  of  grain -(original   total  for  export  JM6£7). 
?«siden?  Truman,    recognizing  the  seriousness  of  the  problem,   has   just  appointed  Capt. 
Granville  Conwav  as   Coordinator  of  Emergency  Export  Program.      Capt.   Conway  is   the 
offtl  al  who  iSt  year  held  a  similar  position  and  did  a  ^"^^^f^^. 
to  ret  moved  to  port  ana  shipped  the  grain  which  prevented  wide- spread  famine  overseas. 
Tne  e  is  every  reason  to  believe   that  an  aggressive  campaign  will  he   instituted  at 
once   to   expedite   the  movement  of  US  grain  seriously  behind  schedule. 

Last  fall  grain  shipments  fell  behind  about  a  million   ^, ^J^^J*^^ 
Unless  'ro::  now  on  at  least  1,000,000   tons  of  gram  are  snipped  each  month,    tremendous 
aS  costlv  laslminute  efforts,  will  have   to  be  made   to   complete   the  urogram  before 
tLl       This  would   op  a  repetition  of  what  happened  last  year.     The  January  export 
tSLV^nn^ced;  L  only  725,500   tons.     Grain  shipments  are   thus   falling  further 
behind  rather   titan  being  increased. 

Are  Box  Oars   the  Bottleneck?     With  industry  in  full  swing,    demands  for  hex  cars  and 
Are  Box  ^a_s   toe  ^^ ^^  ^.^  &re  ^  greater   than  at   the  peak  cf  the 

OT,       m*  ho-  rars  —  wearing  out  faster  thrn  they  are  being  replaced.     Altmugn 
war.     Old  bo.,  cars  are     -^.r      o  earlier,   our  railways 

possessing  on  Lovember  1,   1946,   15 , ,  > >>  ie*_r   oo~  cars  j  ueeklv. 

moved  during  ITovomb-r  the   record  number  of  approximately  400,000  \ox  ca.s  weekly. 

Three  or^er,  are   in  force   permitting  priorities  cr  permits   for  the  movement  of  grains, 
applying  to  the  Pacific  Northwest,    the  Southwest  and  the  East  Coast.     3y December 
30  percent  o*  the  urogram  for   this  month  was  moved  into  port  position.     Equipped  f^ 
3U  percenx  o.    x..e    jiufc,i,  i^*-0m  Pood  For  Freedom  that  there   is  no  .justifi- 

StlonVcSSifr     S  II  dr    2SlF£"  bottl',e=L  i,  ffttli«  to  port  the"  £^at 
fr^A^iS^a^i^rlgn.T-^  SoVe"  i  r.lllloa   tor.e   per  month  vould  use  10  per- 
°cL  '    f  To.      arIL:;,To"nr  /rain  in  the  US  or  only  4  percent  of  oox  car*  leaded. 
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Children  are  the  most  poignant  victims  of  the  wholesale  destruction  of  modern  war  and 
its  inevitable  aftermath  of  prolonged  hunger.   The  20  million  undernourished  children 
in  Europe  will  need  heir;  this  soring  immediately  after  TJNRPA  operations  c<=ase.  WHPA 
lias  assisted  in  large  projects  of  special  feedinr  and  care  for  children,  including 
school  lunch  programs  and  other  methods.   It  is  most  essential  to  k^e-o  these  uo.  The 
Governments  of  some  of  the  TJFBKA  countries  are  exoecting  to  use  a  considerable  amount 
of  money  they  have  received  from  the  authorized  sale,  of  tWRBA,  supplies  (in  their  own 
currencies)  to  purchase  indigenous  foods  for  such  programs.   Outside  financial  assist- 
ance and  imports  will  be  urgently  needed  in  some  countries  for  the  next  h   to  5  yoars. 

It  is  especially  appropriate  at  Christmas  time  that  the  UN  is  makir.fi:  arrangements  to 
bring  greater  assistance  to  the  children  and  adolescents  who  have  been  maimed  in  body, 
mind  or  spirit  as  a  result  of  the  war.  A  proposal  for  the  estab1 ishment  of  an  Interna- 
tional Emergency  Children's  Fund  (IECF),  first  suggested  at  the  Geneva  session  of  the 
UHREA  Council  last  August,  was  approved  early  this  m^nth  by  the  Assembly  of  the  UN, 

The  objective  of  this  fund  is  to  relieve  distress  and  help  rehabilitate  children 
and  adolescents.  High  priority  is  to  be  given  to  those  in  countries  which  ^ave  suf- 
fered aggression.  Among  these  countries  those  at  present  receiving  T.TNKPJL  assistance 
would  be  given  a  larger  share.  The  degree  of  ai-1  will  be  determined,  in  accordance  with 
existing  need  and  the  resources  of  each  country  as  fund's,  supplies  or  services  become 
available  to  the  IECF.   Children  elsewhere  are  not  excluded,  but  are  nnt  apt  to  be 
helped  much  unless  very  substantial  contributions  are  received  by  this  agency. 

The  Executive  Board  of  the  IECF,  on  which  25  nations  are  to  he  represented,  he"1  d  its 
first  meeting  on  December  19,   It  will  have  full  control  of  policies  under  the  general 
supervision  of  the  Economic  and  Social  Council  of  the  TJF.   A  Program  Committee  (con- 
posed  of  representatives  of  the  Pig  Five,  together  with  Canada,  Brazil,  Norway  and 
Poland)  has  been  set  up  to  consider  applications  for  relief.   Greece  and  Poland  are  the 
first  two  countries  to  apply  for  child  aid.   It  is  too  s^on  to  oufine  the  eract  "Di- 
grams which  this  agency  will  undertake.   In  addition  to  the  provision  of  tangible  aid 
in  the  way  of  food  for  better  diets,  clothing,  medicines,  etc.,  for  needv  children  it 
also  expects  to  organize  personnel  needed  to  help  in  the  care  of  these  children. 

The  IECF  counts  upon  the  following  three  major  sources  for  contributions! 
1.   Governments  Contributions  from  Governments  will  be  reouested.   Cash  or  contribut- 
ed supplies  will  enable  a  Government  receiving  assistance  to  import 
the  supplies  needed  to  help  its  underprivileged  children.   The  eont^ibvting  country 
might  provide  transportation  services  for  t^cse  supplies  instead  of  other  contributions. 
Certain  European  countries,  which  cannot  spare  supoHes,  transportation  or  financial 
assistance  for  the  IECF,  have  indicated  their  willingness  +  o  sen^  toa~s  of  exrpriar.ce.d 
workers  to  help  other  nations  in  their  orpvanages,  clinics  and  other  institutions  for 
children.   They  have  also  suggested  providing  free  specialized  training  of  oua1 if ied 
persons,  such  as  doctors,  nurses,  welfare  workers,  etc.,  selected  b-r  the  needy  country. 
Such  services  would  count  as  a  contribution  frorr  that  country, 
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i>n ore  the  election  the  U.  s.  and  the  world  faced  the  danger  tha 

freedom  would  bo  defeated  by  a  "loach  to  normalcy1'  coalition  operating  in  both  parties 
ana  in  the  State  Department.  This  danger  Ivan  now  been  greatly  increased.   If  it  is 
to  be  averted  American  public  opinion  must  be  aroused  quickly.  The   facts  about  the 
counterattack  on  adequate  food  relief  and  longer-range  food.  -ol,-..nc  mst  be  driver  homo 
to  the  American  people. 

He suits  of  gleet  ion   The  election  of  a  Republican  Congress  will  certainly  affect 

U.  S.  policy  in  helping  the  nations  abroad  to  r.cet  thei**  es- 
sential food  needs  in  1$^?.  Some  of  the  Republicans  who  will  be  in  hey  positions  in 
the  new  Congress  have  been  outspokenly  unsympathetic  to  some  of  the  methods,  such  as 
the  World  Bank,  created  to  provide  international  assistance  to  countries  in* need  of 
help  to  rebuild  their  war-shattered  economies.  Other  influential  Republicans  have 
been  alert  to  these  problems  and  urged  aid.   It  is  also  probable  that  TJ.  S.  economic 
foreign  policy  may  undergo  revision.  These  matters  are  of  deepest  concern  to  all 
Americans  who  believe  the  United  States  should  generously  and  in  its  am  interest 
help  to  combat  possible  famine  conditions  abroad  and  that  world  prosperity 
ing  peace  depend  largely  upon  expanding  world  trode  and  full  employment. 

Demobilisation  Almost  Completed  in  Food  Field 


last- 


UlTREA  is  being  disbanded  very  soon. 

The  U.  S.  lies  demobilized  the  war- 
time mechanisms  which  controlled  food  and  enabled  cur  nation  in  the  great  food  emer- 
gency of  last  spring  to  fill  a  very  substantial  part  of  the  famine  needs.  Without 
price  control,  the  set-aside  method  for  the  Government  to  obtain  large  amounts  of 
essential  foods  for  emergency  export  cannot  be  used.  Therefore,  whatever  food  is 
purchased  lay   foreign  nations  from  our  decontrolled  markets  competes  with  what  con- 
sumers purchase  here  and  tends  to  raise  prices.  Predicted  elimination  of  the  Presi- 
dent's wartime  powers  by  the  new  Congress  will  further  curtail  the  Government'1  s 
mechanismsto  mobilize  food  resources  in  an  emergency. 

Under  Secretary  of  State  Clayton  stated  last  July  that  all  but  one  of  the  UKHRA  coun- 
tries ^would  be  in  a  position  to  arrange  for  their  own  food  imports  after  TJKERA  ceased. 
(how  increased  to  three:  Austria,  Italy  and  Greece  for  which  the  Administration  is 
expected  to  ask  Congress  to  appropriate  special  loans  or  grants  in  aid.)  There  is 
little  evidence  in  Washington  that  the  arrangements  he  outlined  (see  release  #32)  are 
actually  being  made.   It  takes  three  to  six  months  to  fill  pipe  lines.  Every  week's 
delay  now  increases  the  likelihood  of  severe  hunger  in  several  countries  next  sprin^. 
Since  the  food  needed  could  have  been  arranged  for  in  time,  any  such  emergency  is  in 
part  a  result  of  "bach  to  pre-war"  policies  of  the  United  States. 

What  Was  the  Score  at  Copenhagen1?   Inspired  by  the  plea  made  by  Sir  John  Orr,  Direc- 
tor General  of  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organiza- 
tion, that  the  time  had  come  when  agricultural  production  should  be.  glided  no  more  by 
market  demands  but  by  human  requirements  in  all  countries  at  a  healthful  dietary 
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Hunger  Marches  On  —  Austria 


la  the  mMst  of  our  abundance  it  Is  too  easy  to  forget  that  hunger  elsewhere  still 
marches  on.  UHBSA  has  just  submitted  to  the  United  Nations  a  detailed  report  (132 
pages)  o".  Economic  Recovery  in  the  Countries  Assisted  by  USER*.  This  analysis  con- 
firms Foo3  For  Freedom's  previous  warning  of  an  impending  European  food  crisis.  It 
states  that  none  of  the  eight  nations  now  being  helped  by  U1EHA  will  be  self-suff 1- 
cient  for  food  in  19^7.  The  likelihood  of  another  period  ox  world  food  emergency  is 
increased,  as  we  have  said,  by  the  failure  of  the  U.  S.  to  allocate  and  ship  to  India 
and  Italy  more  than  ahout  one-third  of  the  Dread  grains  the"  should  oe  receiving  dry- 
ing this  quarter  of  the  year. 

Austrian  Prospects  Grim   Both  the  economic  and  the  food  situation  in  Austria  are  more 

, precarious  than  in  any  other  European  country.  Austria  is 

probably  the  only  country  In  Europe  where,  if  relief  stops  now, the  iuvestmen t  made 
towards  its  recovery  will  he  almost  entirely  lost.  Even  with  uNBEA's  assistance  the 
dietary  level  is  lower  for  a  larger  proportion  of  the  population  than  in  any  other 
European  country.  It  has  not  seen  able  to  take  even  the  first  real  step  to  rehabili- 
tation. Industrial  production  stands  at  ahout  one-third  of  normal. 

Austrian  Agriculture  Tied  to  Industrial  Recovery   Austrian  agriculture  faces  t 
ger  ox  greater  aei/encraTiion  unia 

,      .,  .,    ,. ._  nohc   amm*  e;^ tv.nt.ion  ^s  due  in  the  main  to  three 

winter  than  during  liberation  in  19^.  ^nis  sitiat.ion  ib  c.ub  x 

reasons:  l)  the  breaking-up  of  Austria  into  four  zones,  2)  the  drougnt  of  this  year, 

and  3)  the  failure  of  industrial  recovery  in  Austria.  Austrian  agriculture  was  geared 
almos  exclusively  to  supply  the  here  market.  In  so  far  as  indus  rial  recovery  has 
not  taken  place  the  farmers  cannot  he  paid  in  consumer  goods  for  their  p^o.s   he, 
will  inevitably  reduce  their  efforts  since  they  have  no  confidence  m  currency  which 
is  not  immediately  convertible. 

Itotharmore,  75  percent  <*   «*  »*  ™^e  °f  thsir  aeri™"™1  "^  'f  "Jl'f;."'"" 
Bto<*.  Shortisa  of  feed  su,pli<*.  less  tatdf  jr«« .  *M  |«1W*  »-*. 


he  dan- 


■r    j- 


%e  pre-war  production  of  milk  which  last  year  was  approzi- 


maUy^klrdf^ 

320  million,   largely  for  seed.,   tractors,  bags  for  farm  products     fe  rtilize  rs     la 
machinery,   etc.,  "but  does  not  include  livestock.     From  indigenous 

could  sustain  this  year  no  mere  than  an  300-calorie  ration  level. 


Lowest  Level      '.  last  in  jjuro 


jockc 


ITc   countr 


the  continent 


Europe  oas  sue 


large  percentage  of  non-farm  population,    es- 
timated  variously  from  7<   to  o5  percentT     7  million  people  live   in  an  area  only 
llSly SrgeTthan  South -Carolina.     Furthermore,    of  ^J-n-farmpopula  ion     more 
than  22  percent  live  in  one  city  -  Vienna.     Although  0E3BA  used  for  rood  .  larger 
proportion  of   its  hudgot  for  Austria  ton  for  any  other  country   (j5^  ^^3-2 
5117.3  million),   the  normal  non-farm  consumer   («*~*  igJ22£2S3£jS^^ 
still  forced   to  exist   on  1200  calories   »f  n*<nwftfl  fooe.  ^er  bay.     Dr.    «rU»er,  -ore*^ 

\p*  had   to  ^et  alcnr  on  BOO  calories  a  day.     Almost  n.   iow.-^  c—  - 

naa  naa  1,0  ,>     axoat,  ou  .  coimtry  and  together  can  oe  counted 

black  market  foods  are  scarcer  than  In  any   otne*   coui.i,,    c^ 

on  to  provide  from  20  to  300  additional  daily  calories     depend ^J*™£*     rai*e the 

year  and  the  economic  status   of  the  individual.     An  effort   is   being  made   be   raiw 
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Italian  Economy  Below  Safety  Level 


Italy  —  Relief  and  Fetributlon 

The  Italian  economy  has  only  reached  v0--5  per- 
cent of  its  pre-war  level  in  spite  of  generous 


aid  "by  the  Foreign  Economic  Administration  earlier  and  from  IEIEBA  this  year.  Sta^e 
Department  officials  had  hoped  that  Italian  recovery  would  have  reached  6O-65  percent 
by  this  time.  This  failure" is  in  lar^e  -part  a  direct  result  of  the  basic  conflict  be- 
tween relief  and  retribution.  The  United  States  was  unwilling  to  grant  further  help 


receive  help  during  the  crucial  months  after  UivE3A  ceases. 

UK3BA  Issues  Warning   At  the  end  of  September  "/PSA  warned  that  the  Italians  must 

find  $100  million  between  now  and  the  end  of  the  year  and 
another  S150  million  bv  March  "just  to  keep  the  supply  line  going  in  the  most  basic 
commodities  —  wheat,  coal  and  petroleum".   Italy's  steel  industry  was  able  te  get 
into  production  on  an  important  scale  due  to  the  grant  by  USERa,  in  August  of  900,0= 
tons  0^  coal.  Unless  Italy  can  purchase  k   million  tons  of  coal  for  use  in  the  first 
months  ox  nest  year,  reviving  industry  will  "run  down"  and  Italy  again  will  be  in  a 
critical  plight. 

At  ">resent  the  average  adult  in  urban  areas  obtains  a")out  lo00 
to  1700  calories  daily  (in  comparison  to  2300-2500  pre-war)— 

"  e  free  market  of  unration- 
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00a  sit' 


iooc 


1000  of  this  is  from  rationed  fc 

ed  foods  and!  the  black  market,  exclusive  of  wine  which  may  account  for  isj 
additional  calories.   The  daily  bread-pasta  ration  is  291  grams  which  is  approxima- 
tely  the  Pre-war  level  "but  provides  an  even  higher  percentage  (65/=;  01  total  intake. 
To  maintain  operating  stocks  for  this  essential  level  Italy  must  import  during  the 
present  crop  year  2  million  tons  of  bread  cereals. 

attention  has  been  given  to  the  fact 


Orair.  Imports  I c hind  Sckedvle   Little  public  a 

that  grain  shipments  to  Ita 
hind  schedule.  Turiny  the  July-September  period  approximately  155,00' 
(mostly  wheat)  was  -programmed—  50,000  tons  of  this  was  contributed  by  t 
For  shipment  during  October  to  December  the  U.S.  has  allocated  only  1^,-J  J^to-.s  .^ 
Less  than  a  third  of  the  grain  needed  is  being  received.   Skipping  at_  ttus  Iw  re: 


r  be- 
of  grain 
er.tine. 


aeans  piling  up  an  excessive  requirement  for  grain  next  sprf.ng. 
■»■*■  ioo+  n-rwiYisr  \s   foreseeable.  To  meet  it  will 


Other-rise  serious  xood  n* 


'CGU 

•  in 


uy  can 


crisis  like  that 
last-minute  efeo; 
predicted. 

How  U.S.  Is  :-yi-:-'n    The  United  States  has  renounced  reparations  fro-  Italy  and 

^  rcJuced  the  amount  its  citizens  may  claim  for  property 
damat-e.  Ike  State  Department  recently  announced  that  payment  would  shortly  be  mde 
to  Italv  for  the  $50  million  expense  account  which  represent!  services  by  Italian 
workmen* or  material  purchased  by  the  U.S.  military  during  tue  jerind  of  occupa tion. 
The  United  States  Government  could  have  considered  these  at  part  of  Italy  s  contri- 
bution to  the  war  effort. 
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Kelease  #34  -  October  11,  1946 
Responsibility  of  Congress  for  the  Meat  Shortage 

The  Heat  for  Decontrols  i_s  Turned  Up   At  present  writing  it  seems  likely  tha? ttte   ^ 

Administration  may  give  in  to  the  overwhelm- 
ing pressures  for  decontrol  of  neat  products.  When  the  meat  does  cone  in,  as  it 
eventually  must  whether  decontrolled  or  not,  the  chances  are  this  will  be  after  the 
elections.  If  decontrolled  now,  what  hope  is  there  for  reasonable  prices  from  our 
experience  with  butter  and  eggs? 

The  major  responsibility  for  the  present  mess  clearly  rests  on  Congress.   It  ignored 
an  indisputable  majority  of  public  opinion  last  June  and  failed  to  pass  a  workable 
price  control  act  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  genuine  economic  recovery  in  the  United 
States  depends  upon  holding  the.  line  against  inflation.   The  fact  that  present  polls 
show  a  reversal  of  opinion  is  a  result  of  that  failure. 

Congress  Opened  the  Sates  to  Inflation   Ham-strung  by  Congress  tre  efforts  of  the  OPA 

to  keep  some  food  prices  in  line  when  others 
were  decontrolled  were  bound  to  be  almost  futile.  The  public  wou  .d  overwhelmingly 
still  vote  against  deliberate  steps  to  encourage  inflation.   In  t  5manding  meat  decon- 
trol now  they  forget  that  meat  at  present  prices  represents  2f>   percent  of  the  food 
Dill  of  the  American  people.  Already  food  prices  have  risen  to  the  point  where  any 
substantial  advances  will  be  reflected  in  demands  for  wage  revisions.   Organized  labor 
can  attempt  to  protect  its  membership.  Millions  of  low- income  Americans  must  depend 
on  protection  by  Congress  and  the  Administration. 


Congress  Action  Ife.de  Government  Plan  Impossible   Last  May  a  suggested  plan  for  Gov- 
ernment purchase  and  storage  of  meat 
was  seriously  considered  by  the  Government  and  supported  o^-   the  organizations  attend- 
ing Food  For  Freedom's  Conference  for  Action  to  Stop  the  March  of  Famine.  This  plan 
would  have  been  part  of  an  orderly  program  of  meat  distribution  which  would  have  pre- 
vented exactly  the  "kind  of  drain  on  the  limited  supply  which  took  place  under  decon- 
trol last  summer.   It  would  also  have  provided  meat  during  the  anticipated  period  of 
severe  shortage  this  fall.   Congress  wiped  out  the  possibility  of  any  such  plan  De- 
leaving the  Government  incapable  of  carrying  it  out. 

This  serves  to  point  out  that  any  further  weakening  of  the  small  remaining  controls 
is  another  step  av;ay  from  order  towards  confusion  and  inflation.  The  Government  must 
have  the  wisdom  and  courage  to  protect  its  citizen-consumers '  interest  and  cannot  af- 
ford to  yield  tc  pressures  now  reinforced  by  special  political  considerations. 


\ 


India1  r  ITeed:'  at  Point  of  Disaster 


Famine  Stalk 


were  at 


j-jnai 


The  zero  hour  is  at  hand  in  India.  3y  September  15  in  Travan- 
core  (population  about  6  million) ,  no  further  grain  stocks 
keep  up  distribution  of  rations.  Fifty  million  people  in  Madras  may 


■■  ■ 


soon  be  in  a  similar  plight.  The  grain  rations  of  12   ounces  a  day  for 
6  ounces  for  children,  which  have  provided  subsistence  for  120  millions  in  the  defi- 
cit areas,  may  have  to  be  reduced  appreciably  this  week  or  next.  This  grain  provides 
nearly  90  percent  of  all  the  food  obtained  in  deficit  areas  by  lc*?-ir.cone  groups  — 
which  means  the  vast  majority  of  the  population.   They  have  been  living  on  so  little 
their  bodies  have  no  reserves.   In  a  country  with  slow  local  distribution  it  is  es- 
sential to  have  six  weeks '  stocks  of  all  cereals  on  hand  to  manage  steady  rations  for 
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Tne  length  of  this  free  news  service  will,  as  in  the  past,  LJ S~  f~  tp 

usually  not  exceed  two  pages.  Exception  is  made  in  this 

issue  because  the  service  was  suspended  from  August  to  .  ^ 

October.  -Jpr  \0  5 

Please  return  the  enclosed  postal. 


Serious  World  Food  Shortages  Predicted  for  1947 


Food  Emergency  Continues 

Although  "hunger  news"  has  almost  disappeared  from  the  general  press  in 
recent  months,  the  emergency  food  shortages  resulting  from  the  war  are  not 
ended.  This  was  the  conclusion  reached  ~oy   the  representatives  of  the  member 
nations  of  the  Pood  and  Agriculture  Organization  of  the  United  Nations  (PAO) 
meeting  at  Copenhagen  in  September.   The  conference  was  attended  by  more  than 
^-00  persons  with  knowledge  and  experience  in  this  field. 

Here  is  the  basic  fact:  Despite  favorable  harvests,  the  bread  grain 
needs  of  countries  T;r  educing  too  little  to  feed  their  r> ovulations  are  still 
eight  million  tons  larger  than  the  supplies  that  are  likely  to  be  mace  avail- 
able for  exoort  unless  special  emergency  steps  are  taken  by  the  "have"  nations. 
Europe  needs  about  11. 5  million  tons;  the  Far  East  about  8.5  million  tons;  the 
United  Kingdom,  Africa  and  Latin  America  about  8-9  million  tons.  Set  against 
this  is  a  world  export  supply  of  not  more  than  20-21  million  tons  —  unless 
emergency  steps  for  conservation  and  sharing  are  taken  quickly.  The  gap  of 
8  million  tons  of  grain  represents  the  essential  bread  needs  of  about  200 
million  people  for  three  months. 

This  shortage  does  not  mean  that  every  liberated  country  is  faced  with 
hunger  nor  that  everybody  in  any  country  will  suffer.   It  does  mean  that, 
unless  there  is  very  careful  management ,  in  several  countries  the  lpw-inccme 
groups  in  the  industrial  areas ,  including  most  of  the  wagg  earners  and  pro- 
ductive  workers ,  arc.  a~ain  threatened  by  hunger  next  w:nter  and  s-oring.  Such 
widespread  hunger  would  cut  down  the  amount  of  work  they  can  do.  It  would 
also  reduce  economic  an<?  political  stability,  postpone  the  establishment  of 
peace  and  increase  the  danger  of  civil  disorder  and  international  animosities. 

Mass  Hunger  Could  be  Avoided  in  19^-7 

Another  period  of  hunger  abroad  could  be  avoided;  there  is  no  present 
evidence  that  it  will  be.  Quite  the  contrary.  Although  the  degree  of  hunger 
and  its  extent  is  likely  to  be  less  than  last  year,  the  number  of  deaths  is 
likely  to  be  greater  because  the  vitality  of  the  low-income  city  people  has 
been  undermined  by  years  of  undernourishment.  This  calamity  could  be  avoided 
if  each  nation  —  our  own  end  those  abroad  —  really  husbanded  its  food  re- 
sources and  used  them  wisely  and  cooperatively. 
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Fundamental  changes  in  United  States  International  relief  policy  have  become 
apparent  during  the.  past  week.  To  obtain  precise  definition  of  the  new  policy, Food 
For  Freedom  acting  with  16  other  national  organizations  (list  below)  bad  an  inter- 
view with  Assistant  Secretary  William  L.  Clayton  July  26,  on  the  eve  of  his  depar- 
ture for  the  meeting  of  the  TJHRBA  Council  in  Geneva.  On  August  1,  Food  For  Freedom 
had  an  interview  \irith  Acting  Secretary  of  State  Dean  Acheson. 

Ihe  United  States  international  food  relief  policy  now  in  effect  appears  to  he: 

1.  U11EBA  will  terminate  in  Europe  December  31,  I9J+6  and  in  Asia  March  31,19^7. 

2.  Uo  successor  international  organization  for  food  relief  is  needed.   (Con- 
tinuance of  such  apparatus  is  deemed  inadvisable  because  it  would  encourage  a 
"relief  attitude"  .and  requests  by  nations  whicl" ,  with  one  to  three  exceptions, 
can  now  procure,  transport  and  distribute  the  necessary  imported  food.   It  is 
conceded  that  some  nations  may  need  money  in  loans  or  gifts  for  food  in  orts.) 

3.  Money  aid  for  food  when  and  as  needed  can  and  will  be  supplied  by  indivi- 
dual nations.  For  this  no  international  action  or  organization  is  required  and 
none  is  desirable. 

k.     As  the  premise  for  United  States  food  relief  policy,  Secretary  Acheson 
subscribed  to  Mr.  Clayton's  statement:  "I  accept  it  as  axiomatic  that  the  world 
will  not  permit  the  people  of  any  nation  to  starve  as  long  as  there  is  food 
enough  to  go  around."  Kr.  Clayton  said  this  on  July  26th.  . 

5.  Disapproval  of  continued  international  food  relief  machinery  is  not  to  be 
interpreted  as  implying  reservations  regarding  the  need  for  the  international 
machinery,  which  will  be  devised  at  the  forthcoming  FAO  conference  at  Copenhagen 
to  insure  equitable  distribution  of  the  world's  food  supplies  after  the  emergen- 
cy ir  past. 

This  definition  of  policy  is  at  once  deeply  disturbing  and  reassuring.  It  is 
reassuring  in  that  tho  State  Department  has  in  effect  denied  a  report  that  UKHRA. 
was  being  liquidated  partly  because  of  a  larger  conflict  among  the  major  Allies. 

It  is  disturbing  because  the.  policy  as  now  delineated  reverses  in  this  field 
our  support  of  international  cooperative  action  and  proposes  to  substitute  bilater- 
al action  which  would  encourage  the  development  of  economic  power  blocs. 

It  proposes  to  go  ahead  without  adequate  provision,  either  national  or  inter- 
national, for  meeting  money  and  food  relief  needs  that  will  become  apparent  late 
in  19^6  and  increase  in  19^7  until  the  harvests  c."  that  year.  If  it  is  recognized 
that,  permanent  international  machinery  for  the  distribution  of  the  world's  food  is 
necessary,  it  would  appear  tc  be  worthwhile  to  have  tenporary  international  machin- 
ery ready  at  hand  for  use  during  the  intervening  emergency  period. 
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OPA  Food  Billboard 


Ihe  President  has  signed  on  the  fly-specked  line  of  the  OPA  bill.  What  else 
could  he  do  with  the  79th  Congress  offering  "controlled  inflation"  or  "the  sky's  the 
limit"?  What  about  this  controlled  inflation?  Can  we  count  on  the  three-man  recon- 
trol  and  decontrol  board  to  protect  the  consumer  and  to  counterbalance  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture's  tendency  to  play  ball  with  the  producers,  processors,  and  distribu- 
tors of  food?  Although  this  board  is  given  considerable  power,  it  will  be  subject  to 
terrific  pressures  and  therefore  be  a  flimsy  barrier  to  stem  the  tide  of  climbing  food 
prices. 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  the  OPA  itself  has  some  borers  from  within  who 
months  ago  started  springing  decontrol  leaks.  For  instance,  an  inside  memorandum 
dated  March  IB,  stating  the  OPA  rules  for  flight  from  price  control,  is  Labelled  at 
the  top  "ITOI  FOH  PUBLICATLOl*"  and  in  the  second  paragraph  states  "while  it  is  not  for 
present  publication  this  memorandum  may  be  discuss  I  with  interested  members  of  in- 
dustry." Industry  but  not  the  public  J  It  is  know:-  that  industry  has  for  some  time 
been  informed  in  advance  about  decontrols  which  were  contemplated  and  many  more  which 
may  be  announced  to  the  public  as  soon  as  OPA  is  in  force  again.  At  least  0  ,e  of 
these  will  have  far-reaching  effects  upon  the  public.  Therefore,  as  Mr.  Donald  Mont- 
gomery, Consumer  Counsel  of  the  UAW,  has  said,  this  "so-called  decontrol  program  of 
OPA  is  sure  proof  that  we  shall  have  inflation.  OPA  can't  stop  what  it  lias  started 

Yfc  are  on  our  own,  brothers  and  sisters.  What  is  done  from  now  on  to  slap  down 

inflation  and  stop  it,  we  shall  have  to  do.  Pull  up  your  sleeves  and  sit  on  your 
pocket'oooks." 

Will  Prices  Be  Polled  Back? 

During  the  interim  of  no  price  control  a  great  many  retail  food  distributors, 
restaurants,  etc.  have  been  genuinely  conscientious  in  holding  the  price  line  or  made 
conservatively  cautious  by  the  effective  buyers'  strikes,  both  organized  and  unorgan- 
ized. Wholesalers,  less  sensitive  to  consumer  reaction,  have  given  clear  indication 
of  their  intention  to  cash  in  on  whatever  profits  they  can.  Mere  are  come  of  the 
wholesale  food  prices  that  have  skipped  up  the  ladder  the  furthest  from  June  28  to 
July  18,  expressed  in  percentage  increase:  butter,  2ii-.2;  pork,  3^-;  flour  (100  lbs.), 
li-2.7;  corn  (bushel),  53.8;  lard,  70.E;  and  beef  (at  bottom  of  range),  73. 1.  The  high- 
est prices  ever  paid  at  the  nation's  stockyards  have  been  recorded  for  several  types 
and  categories  of  animals.  It  is  maintained  by  the  Department  of  Commerce  that  "the 
actual  increases  in  prices  have  generally  been  greater  than  the  former  subsidy  pay- 
ments. This  is  particularly  true  in  the  case  of  livestock  prices." 

According  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics'  index  of  daily  spot  market  prices 
for  28  basic  commodities,  the  spurt  in  prices  during  the  first  sixteen  days  of  July 
was  25#.  In  the  eleven  months  since  VJ  Day  prices  have  risen  3.5£  in  contrast  to  the 
22$  increase  during  the  eleven  months  after  the  arr  Vsticeof  World  War  I  when  the 
country  was  experiencing  a  serious  inflation. 

In  view  of  the  above  facto  and  that  Congrer  -,   cut  in  half  the  subsidy  appropri- 
ations for  OPA,  there  is  no  question  that  the  future  prices  of  almost  all  of  the 
foods  formerly  controlled  and  on  which  controls  may  be  resumed  will  be  at  .■  consider- 
ably higher  level  than  on  June  30.   It  is  you,  Mr,  and  Mrs.  America,  who  have  been 
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House  members  of  the  Conference  Committee  may  succeed  in  eliminating  the  food 
decontrol  measures  in  the  Senate-approved  revision  of  the  OPA  Bill.  There  is  no  as- 
surance, however,  that  die-hard  Senators,  egged  on  "by  Dig  "business  and  profiteers, 
will  not  block  the  passage  of  any  effective  price  control  legislation.   Senator  Taft 
told  a  reporter  this  week  he  was  "unwilling  to  "budge  an  inch." 

Discussing  U2BRA  appropriations  on  the  Senate  floor  last  December,  Senator  Taft 
said,  "I  think  we  should  now  make  it  clear  to  the  foreign  nations  ....  that  we  may 

never  put  up  the  other  $6,000,000."  we  might  "choose  to  handle  the  matter  in 

some  other  way,  or  we  may  regard  the  job  as  finish.'".,"  This  week  Congress  approved 
the  final  funds  for  UUHRA,  though  with  a,  spiteful  press  amendment  attached.  How  Sen- 
ator Taft  oj   choosing  to  unleash  inflation  may  frustrate  any  further  effect; ;o   aid  to 
the  starving  abroad.  He  is  "finished"  with  helping  the  victims  of  the  war  raid  seems 
to  care  as  little  about  the  millions  of  Americans  living  on  low  or  fixed  incomes  who 
will  be  in  danger  of  serious  malnutrition  by  next  spring  if  food  prices  are  not  con- 
trolled and  equitable  distribution  restored. 

Health  Hazard  of  Lifting  Lid  on  Food  Prices 

Soaring  food  prices  will  cause  critical  diet  shortages  among  poorer  families  in 
this  country,  as  well  as  keep  food  from  the  hungry  overseas. 

Even  before  recent  advances  in  food  costs,  low- income  families  here  haven't 
been  able  to  buy  the  food  they  need.   Consumer  purchase  studies  heave  revealed  that 
families  with  incomes  under  $1,000  have  not  been  getting  adequate  diets.  There  are 
over  1,400,000  of  such  families  in  our  cities  alone.   Since  those  studies  were  made 
food  prices  have  mounted  sharply. 

A  survey  by  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  the  Department  of  Labor  showed 
that  city  families  in  this  income  group  were  spending  70  percent  of  their  income  on 
food  in  the  fall  of  1944  as  compared  with  50  percent  in  1942.   (The  average  family 
spent  40  percent.)  Obviously  families  in  this  income  group  cannot  increase  their, 
food  expenditures  to  keep  pace  with  rising  prices,  so  face  further  cuts  in  their  diets 
which  are  already  seriously  below  adequate  nutritional  standards.  A  considerable 
fraction  was  actually  spending  more  than  they  earned  and  going  into  debt  for  food. 

Any  starry-eyed  hope  that  those  families  might  be  able  to  use  their  savings  to 
maintain  their  food  purchases  is  revealed  to  be  un-'-r ranted  by  a  recent  survey  of 
liquid  asset  holdings  by  American  households.  Nc-rly  one-fourth  of  the  households  of 
the  country  have  no  savings  in  Government  bonds,  c  coking  accounts  or  saving  accounts, 
the  survey  shows.  This  survey,  which  was  made  by  S'  2   Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
for  the  Federal  Reserve  Board",  further  shows  that  over  half  of  the  households  of  the 
country  have  less  than  $500  savings  in  the  form  of  Government  bonds*  and  bank  accounts. 

A  sign  of  the  times  is  a  5  to  10  percent  drop  in  milk  sales,  reported  by  the 
Consumer-Farmer  Milk  Cooperative  in  Hew  York,  following  a  price  advance  of  two  cents 
a  auart  when  subsidies  were  suspended. 

~  4 

In  the  last  issue  of  the  Pood  Situation,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  fore- 
casts:  "The  principal  result  of  higher  moat  prices  would  probably  be  changes  in  the 
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Through,  the  Food  Kaleidoscope 

The  food  picture  is  undergoing  kaleidoscopic  changes  "both  at  home  and  abroad. 
It  is  difficult  to  assess  the  immediate  world  food  situation.   It  is  even  more  haz- 
ardous to  predict  the  full  effects  of  the  actions  of  a  decontrol-obsessed  Senate  upon 
continued  world  starvation,  economic  recovery  in  many  nations  and  the  peace  which  con- 
sequently becomes  a  more  and  more  elusive  goal.  While  the  food  picture  abroad  is 
temporarily  brighter  in  spots,  the  future  seems  unquestionably  darker  than  ever. 

Fragments  of  the  picture  at  home  are  seen  in  headlines  such  as:  Senate  Ap- 
proves Amendment  Removing  Meat  and  Eggs  from  Price  Control;  Senate  Votes  to  Ban  Ceil- 
ings on  Milk,  Butter  -  But  to  Keep  Controls  on  Grain;  Heat  Prices  Soar  to  Record 
Levels;  Wheat  at  Highest  Price  in  28  Years.  Hews  accounts  supply  details:  prime 
beef  on  the  hoof  brings  highest  price,  $23  a  hundredweight,  in  the  81  years  of  the 
Chicago  Union  Stockyard's  existence;  wholesale  food  prices  are  the  highest  in  25  years 
and  not  far  from  the  all-time  inflation  record  of  July  1919,  although  many  of  the  im- 
pending price  increases  have  not  yet  reached  either  the  wholesale  or  retail  level. 

The  following  statements  from  authoritative  sources  give  fragments  of  the 
changing  picture  overseas.  A  couple  of  months  ago  it  was  generally  agreed  that  Bel- 
gium had  reasonably  assured  food  supplies.  Therefore,  grain  shipments  were  diverted 
to  countries  in  more  urgent  need.  As  a  consequent  ,  a  time  came  during  last  month 
when  Belgium  possessed  only  sufficient  bread  grain.:  for  a  5  or  6  days'  supply  until 
larger  shipments  arrived.  ITow  the  Netherlands  is  in  great  difficulty  and  may  not  re- 
ceive enough  to  maintain  bread  rationing  at  its  present  level  for  the  next  '  months. 

Czechoslovakia  has  had  more  efficient  food  controls  than  most  of  the  UKHBA- 
assisted  European  countries.  The  ration  level  there  has  been  less  uneven  and  is  said 
to  have  been  kept  around  1600  calories,  which  is  some  $00   above  the  present  ration  in 
the  TJ.  S.  Zone  in  Germany.   It  is  therefore  shocking  to  learn  from  a  Czechoslovakian 
nutritionist,  vmo  arrived  this  week  from  Prague  or.  one  of  UHHBA's  fellowships,  that 
95  percent  of  the  children  in  Prague;  have  tubercular  lesions.  How  many  of  these  chil- 
dren recover  depends  to  a  large  degree  on  decisions  being  made  by  Congress  this  week 
and  next,  though  the  majority  in  the  Senate  seem  oblivious  ao  to  the  fate  of  such 
casualties  of  starvation. 

Conditions  in  Italy  have  been  improved  by  the  harvesting  of  their  own  wheat 
crop.  It  is  not  yet  possible  for  the  bread  ration  in  Italy  to  bo  raised  beyond  the 
200  gram  level  -  about  ?  oz.  This  is  the  mainstay  of  the  poorer  people's  diet.  A 
300  gram  level  was  promised  to  thorn  in  September  19U4.  At  least  the  200  gram  level 
should  now  be  consistently  met,  which  was  not  true  in  the  recent  past. 

The  United  Kingdom  in  spite  of  resorting  to  broad  rationing  this  month  may 
have  just  enough  to  get  by  with  utmost  economy.   It  should  be  recalled  that  the 
United  Kingdom  last  Hay  loaned,  on  firm  promises  of  replacement,  substantial  amounts 
of  grain  for  emergency  areas  on  the  Continent  and  India.  Britain  has  also  had  to 
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.?Z.ic_;:;  Ch  .in  Reaction  Here  '.'rill  Spread  Death  Qvergeas 

She  day  the  bomb  Is  lev:  at  Bikini  Atoll  signalled  the  beginning  of  a  speculator1 1 
orgy  in  the  United  States  in  which  each  dollar  gained  here  tod/ay  will  be  matched  by 
the  death  tomorrow  of  a  human  being  in  the  famine  areas  overseas.  As  C?A  ceilings 
went  off,  the  world's  bread  grain  stocks  were  at  the  lowest  level  in  modern  tirr"-. . 
Despite  the  widely  heralded  end  of  the  first  lap  in  the  famine  race,  America  had  not 
im.de  good  on  its  promise  to  deliver  6  million  tons  of  grain  by  July  1.  Th?  relaxa- 
tion, satisfaction  and  optimism  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  did  not  correspond 
at  all  zo   the  tenseness  of  the  food  situation  abroad.  Austrian  rations  had  fallen 
during  the  period  of  retarded  American  shipments  to  700  calorie--;  a  day,  far  below  the 
death  line  where  people  are  unable  to  live.   German  rations  in  all  the  occupation 
zones  ranged,  from  800  to  1180  calories  a  day,  and  throughout  Germany  nutritional 
edema,  the  "bloat  that  precedes  starvation,  was  mafeing  its  appearance  with  increasing 
frequency.  India  was  still  threatened  with  millions  of  deaths  from  famine. 


At  the  very  moment  when  it  was  obvious  that  American  efforts,  unless  kept  in 
high  gear  another  year,  were  postponing  rather  than  preventing  death  from  hunger,  the 
lifting  of  price  controls  set  off  a  chain  of  reactions  which  may  very  well  end  all 
pretense  of  American  relief.  While  cattle  buyers  a".",  hog  raisers  and  speculators  in 
foods  in  the  United  States  "bio  up  the  prices  of  wh  at,  corn  and  protein  foods,  foreigr. 
purchasing  missions  working  within  limited  budgets  drastically  revised  their  plans  as 
they  saw  their  budgets  able  to  buy  less  and  less.   Schedules  for  the  purchase  of 
grain  plus  meat  and  fat  and  dairy  products  and  vitamin  concentrates  had  to  :.vc  way 
"before  the  logic  of  legalized  black-market  prices  to  plans  for  the  purchase  of  the 
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Under  the  wheat  certificate  plan  of  last  Kay,  by  which  8l  million  bushels  wore 
purchased  by  the  U.S.  Government  for  export,  farmers  who  postponed  collection  -ere 
promised  the  price  which  wheat  might  reach  on  any  day  they  cashed  their  certificate 


UP    to   hi 


rcn 


31,    I947.      20   mil? ion  bushel 


were 


held.  During  the  first  2",   hours 


without  ceiling  price,  'heat  rose  25$    (highest  in  27  years).   If  farmers  thought  wheat 
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net  going  higher,  already  they  could  demand  5  million  more  dollars  for  ' 
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UiT3TA  and  the   foreign  governments  which  b< 


our  grain  to  keep 
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alive  must  pay  this  jack-up  -  not  the  U.S.  Government.   This  mean: 
speculators  in  the  United  States  will  collect  a  windfall  from  the  starving,  for  which 
the  hungr;-  will  get  nothing  additional,  and  will  soak  up  money  that  had  been  counted 
on  to  keep  people  alive  during  the  critical  months  ahead.   The  price  of  other  basic 
foods  wile  mushroom  rip   beyond  their  reach.   Within  one  dag  after  0?A  ceilings  blew, 
the  amount  of  food  U1IEBA  and  the  foreign  government-  could  purchase  in  the  U.S.  with- 
in their  budgets  declined  in  the  neighborhood  of  25?-». 

Further  increases  in  prices,  while  Congress  delays  or  if  it  fails  to  pass  ade- 
quate price  control  legislation,  will  not  only  reduce  food  shipments  overseas,  it  will 
also  delay  recovery  in  these  countries  because  the  money  or  foreigr.  credits  set  aside 


FOOD  FOR  FRE 


^     L 


1002  -  II*  STREET  N.W.  &\0°\ 

WASHINGTON!.  D.C.  Tel:  ex.  3932,7292 V 


X-6    8  0  9 

Food  For  Freedom  Weekly  Hews  Service  ~i  f*  5~~ F {& 

b~    Di  . 

Release  #27  -  June  28,  19*4-6 


OFA 


The  decision  on  OFA  will  he  made  "by  the  time  this  release  reaches  you.  There 
is  small  chance  of  a  presidential  veto.  A  hopelessly  crippled  OPA  may  be  continued. 
The  Taft  Amendment  alone  can  kill  any  effective  controls.  Industries  will  apply  for 
price  adjustment  in  such  numbers  that  from  an  administrative  standpoint  they  will  be 
impossible  to  handle.  It  looks  as  if  its  purpose  were  purely  political.  Congress 
can  say  at  election  time  that  it  saved  OPA  and  OFA  will  be  held  responsible  for  the 
inevitable  inflation.  The  only  hope  of  salvaging  anything,  if  the  bill  is  passed  in 
its  present  form,  lies  in  the  de-control  board  which  the  President  will  be  empowered 
to  appoint.  Strong  men  on  the  board  might  delay  de-controls  and  lessen  some  of  the 
immediate  disaster. 

Nothing  can  prevent  a  great  reduction  of  food  purchases  by  U1IREA  and  paying 
countries.  Already,  because  of  the  bonus  and  increased  price  of  wheat,  UHEKRA  has 
paid  an  additional  S  million  for  its  May,  June  and  July  supplies.  UHRBA's  funds  will 
be  exhausted  that  much  sooner  and  it  can  send  less.  Even  including  the  $465  million 
remaining  to  be  appropriated  by  the  U.S.,  uUEBA  will  be  without  funds  to  pay  for  food 
shipments  to  Europe  after  October. 

Wheat  Program  -  Kin i mum  or  Maximum 

The  figures  quoted  below  are  based  on  Department  of  Agriculture  estimates: 

19^5-46  1946-47 

(Millions  of  bushels) 


Carry-over 
U.S.  Production 
Imports 

TOTAL  SUPPLY 

Flanned  Use 

Food 
Feed 
Seed 
Industrial 

TOTAL  DOMESTIC 
Export 
Carry-over  to  Hext  Year 


281 

1123 
2 

1406 


500 

300 

82 

22 

904 
400 
102 


80 

1000 

0 

1080 


450 

150 

85 
2 

687 
250 
143 


In  these  figures  250  million  bushels  of  wheat  are  assigned  for  export.  The 
question  might  well  be  raised  whether  a  large  proportion  of  the  wheat  estimated  for 
animal  feed  could  not  be  diverted  for  export,  provided  stocks  of  corn  were  assured 
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India'  s  Pi tiful  Portion 

Most  Indians  have  never  had  enough  food.  Their  usual  diet  is  not  much  above 


St 


irvatiou  which  lowers  their  stamina  for  a  period  of  privation. 


How 


about  100 
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'  them  are  getting  a  grain  ration  of  only  ?60  calories  daily.  Other  foods 
add  100  to  a  maximum  of  200  calories.  The  balance  of  the  population  averages  about 
l.ifOO  caloric's  daily.   (Remember  our  calory  level  i".  3.300!) 

Government  stocks  without  sustained  and  increased  imports  are  insufficient  to 
maintain  even  the  present  semi-starvation  rationing  system.   Its  curtailmen.  anc  pos- 
sible collapse  would  mean  deaths  counted  by  the  millions  and  widespread  administra- 
tive and  political  chaos. 

The  main  cause  of  the  present  crisis  .is  an  unprecedented  drought  which  destroys 
more  than  ?  million  tons  of  grain  this  crop  year.   India  has  stepped  up  production  to 
a  maximum  and  has  taken  the  strictest  measures  by  the  government  to  accumulate  *rain 
and  ,o  enforce  rationing  and  price  control.  Exhaustive  domestic  pro  cement  has  left 
virtual lv  no  domesitc  stocks  which  in  normal  times  would  constitute  an  emergency  re 
serve."  Grain  has  been  compulsorily  taken  away  from  the  farmers  after  leaving  him 
just  fourteen  ounces  of  cereals  per  capita  to  cover  both  his  and  his  cao.le  consump- 
tion, which  can't  be  cut  down  any  further.  As  far  as  we  know  no  otaer  nation  has 
conditioned  the  amount  of  food  farm  families  may  have  by  the  amount  f ed  to  ^ 
livestock.   The  immediate  crisis  will  continue  at  least  until  the  next  rice  and  millet 
crops  lata  in  the  year  (these  crops  come  in  November  to  January;. 

Indiatg  aBAn   imports,  needed  to  maintain  ■:  he  9b0   calorie  ration,  are  for  this 
calen dar yea*  a^t\  mSion  tons.  India  received  about  500.000tons  of  gran  during 
the  first  five  months  of  this  year  of  which  93.000  tons  came  physically  f  om th k  U... 
out  almost  ,11  of  the  latter  was  obtained  by  diversion  of  stocks ^J^8^*^^ 
British  for  their  zone  in  Germany.   Some  300,000  tons  are  scheduled  '«;*££**?* 
ing  June  including  1M.500  tons- from  the  U.S.  It's  minimum  import  needs  fro..  July 
to  September  1  art  1,500,000  tons  of  grain. 


The  United  States  is  the  only  source  which 
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;ion  of  what  is  needed  or  of  the 

the  wheat  our  livestock  consumed  i 

millions  of  tons  of  grain  to  our  huge  animal 


India  will  pay  for  all  the 

only  a  small 

to  about  3>"  of  ' 


can  save  India  from  mar-  starvation. 

"\S.  has  to  date  provided  India 

1 otal  we  have  exported.   It  t  mounts 

19^5.   If  vrc  continue  to  feed 
at 5- on.  it  will  cos:;  the  lives  of 


millions  in  India  and  in  other  lands. 


The  continuation  of  price  controls  ana  other 


mount  of 


government  controls  over  our  major  food  product,  is  essential  to  lim It  the 
grain  that  is  fed  to  livestock  and  to  help  prevent  worlc,  starvation  during  ^  n 
twelve  months. 

Milk  for  Suffering  Children 

Mrs.  Morrow  appeals  to  the  Honorable  Henry  A.  Wallace,  Chairman  of  Emergency 
Pood  Collection: 
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■WPf  H-  7   £  S  ^  SUP?ly  °f  f&tS  and  °ilS  durin-  the  next  t"lw  *»th«  to 
shorter  t^n  J,     X°  \ hu^V°nSUIir?tion  and  industrial  purposes  is  comparatively 
IvZlZ.   5S   f v,     ^SiC  f00d'  Product"n  i»  u-s-  and  Europe  and  exportable 
J^PPlies  from  other  part,  of  the  world  in  1946  are  about  6  billion  winds  short  of 

rort  l^l   aVerase'  /ceding  to  reliable  estates,  the  supply  available' for  ex- 
port will  take  care  of  not  much  more  than  half  of  the  import  needs.   If  all  sullies 
01  lata  and  oils  were  distributed  evenly,  each  country  would  be  able  to  obtain"^ 
and  llrf  ?TS  '""SP*10"  leVelS*  *&   present  rate  of  consumption  of  edible  fats 
Si  Si  :\ a  °w85;'  in  thG  U-S';  81^  in  the  U'K«  while  ^^  countries  in  Europe 
aWt  20V0   ?  ?J  ?  COffi^rison  t0  P^-war.  The  U.S.  and  U.K.   pre-war  levels  were 
aboat  20  pounds  higher  per  year  than  were  those  of  these  countries. 

The  Eat 3  and  Oil  p.  Situation  in  Europe 


The  level  of  consumption  of  fats  and  oils  in  Eurooe  har.  reached  an  all-time 
low.  Farm  families  may  be  able  to  take  care  of  their  basic  nutritional  needs  but   ' 

orlv %IV™   ^    ^f "  depeadcnt  "aP°n  the  ^ion  system  obtain,  in  many  countries, 
only  fractional  amounts  -  some  as  little  as  1  ounce  a  week  (6  ounces  a  week  con- 
sidered oy  nutritionists  as  necessary  for  health).   This  ap-olies  primarily  to  coun- 
«l*l?il iS%e*y   U1TE?^-  An^  ^crease  in  the  flow  of  these"  supplies  during  the  next 
Six  months  will  mean  that  the  extremely  low  ration  system  would  be  likely  to  break 
down.  While  the  health  of  adults  is  not  affected  at  once  by  a  temporary  serious 
deficiency  of  fats  in  their  diet,  children  and  adolescents  immediately  show  conseo- 
uonces  and  ooffer  permanent  disabilities  or  die.  Millions  of  European  children  hive 
tuDerculosis  and  millions  more  arc  in  the  pro-tubercular  stage. 

Europeans  imported  pre-war  around  1/3  of  their  fats  and  oils.  Abo"t  Z/j   of 
their  own  production  came  from  animal  fats.  That  source  now  provider,  only  1/3  of 
pre-war  quantities  and  will  not  be  much  larger  during  the  coming  year.  Next  to 
cereals  the  European  countries  consider  fats  and  oils  their  most  essential  fooc  im- 
port,  ihey  are  even  willing  to  sacrifice  important  industrial  supplies  to  obtain  them. 

Eats  and  Oils  Suction  in  the  Ur.it.cd  States 

Por  the  last  few  months  retail  stores  reporting  to  the  Retail  and  Market 
Administration  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  show  an  increasingly  great 
scarcity  of  fats  and  oils  in  relation  to  current  demand  at  present  prices  '  There 
is  already  serious  complaint  from  certain  areas  in  the  South  and  Vest  Coast  due  to 
the  present  make-shift  system  of  distribution.   If  Congress  removes  x>rice  controls 
on  meat,  poultry,  and  dairy  products  on  July  1,  the  OPA  does  not  consider  it  nosr-i- 
Jle^  to  hold  price  controls  on  any  other  food  commodities.  The  rjrice  of  fats  and  oils 
ght  increase  as  much  as  $0$   due  to  the  scarcity  of  suo:ly.  There  is  little  like- 
^oa  that  the  lard  situation  will  be  greatly  improved  even  if  high  neat  prices 
.  in  record  slaughtering.  Raising  wheat  and  corn  prices  in  May  for  the  govern- 
rchaso  program  has  reduced  livestock  feeding.   The  average  weight  of  hogs  is 
be  twenty  pounds  less  this  summer  thin  last.   Our  total  fats  and  oil  pro- 
wls fall  is  likely  to  be  10$  less  than  19^5  and  during  the  first  two 
4  of  19-'47  will  be  1«#  lower. 
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Here  is  a  Key  Food  Post 

The  Secretary  General  of  the  newly  created  International  Emergency  Food  Coun- 
cil is  to  De  nominated  before  June  20  when  its  first  meeting  is  to  he  held.   The 
effectiveness  of  this  new  food  body,  consisting  of  20  nations,  will  depend  in  large 
measure  on  the  abilities  of  its  Secretary  General.   In  his  hands  will  lie  the  main 
responsibility  for  achieving  real  cooperation  among  these  nations  and  their  willing- 
ness to  abide  by  its  decisions.   (The  Combined  Food"  Board  consisted  of  members  from 
U.K.,  Canada  and  U.S.).   This  Council  is  to  work  out  on  a  truly  international  basis 
the  most  efficient  and  just  allocation  of  exportable  food  supplies  during  the  food 
emergency  period.   The  Secretary  General  may  well  be  the  key  to  .this  situation. 
Organizations  familiar  with  the.  past  weakness  of  the  Combined  Food  Board  will  re- 
cognize that  this  appointment  is  a  crucial  one  and  that  all  food  policies  in  the 
present  emergency  are  involved.   The  Secretariat  of  the  Council  will  be  largely  loaned 
from  the  international  staff  of  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization.   The' Secretary 
General  will  not  necessarily  be  a  U.S.  citizen.  The  important  thine  is  that  he 
should  be  a  competent  person  and  one  who  has  given  evidence  of  his  ability  to  recon- 
cile divergent  opinions  and  has  vision  of  the  great  international  issues  involved  in 
the  food  problem. 

Disaster  Imminent  -  OPA  and  Food 

The  tragedy  now  threatening  us,  as  everyone  realizes,  is  the  defeat  or  emas- 
culation of  OPA  in  Congress.  Nothing  could  illustrate  more  clearlv  the  inter-relation 
of  domestic  and  foreign  policies.   If  price  controls  are  lifted  we'  shall  rave  domestic 
inflation,  of  course,  but  we  shall  also  reduce  the  amounts  of  food  which  can  be  pur- 
chased by  UNSRA  or  paying  countries. 

T"no  proposed  removal  of  price  ceilings  on  meat,  as  well  as  the  end  of  subsi- 
dies, would  upset  the  relief  program  as  well  as  raising  domestic  consumer  nrices. 
The  purpose  of  the  subsidies  was  to  hold  consumer  price  levels  by  paying  subsidies 
wnere  needed  along  the  production-distribution  line.  Without  controls  we  shall  have 
more  meat  but  at  higher  prices.  Those  unable  to  pV  the  higher  prices  will  suffer 
Meat  now  going  into  the  black  market  would  probably  be  diverted  to  legitimate 
channels  but  the  result  might  well  be  that  legal  prices  would  approximate  present 
ciacir  market  levels.  Any  increased  costs  will  without  the  subsidy  be  paid  by  all 


of  us  as  consumers,  and  also  by  U11RRA  and  the  paying  countries  which  purchas* 

T"  ft  7"t  T.      Tl  T»  -   /"» tr.  c 


rent  prices 


cur- 


The  effect  on  foreign  food  supplies  would  be  a  further  reduction  in  grail 
available  for  numan  consumption.   The  high  prices  on  meat  would  encourage  the  raising 
1?«f?Sv  *!  of.livestock  ^d  nullify  present  efforts  of  the  government  to  reduce 
livestock  and  animal  feeding  by  the  increased  price  offered  for  wheat  «tnd  com.  With- 

£ M2  SJ  ?f   !  °l   ^^  and  P°Ultr'y  Urger  ^titles  of  U.S.  grain  will  inevitably 
be  used  for  livestock  in  spite  of  the  dire  human  need  for  cereals  to  prevent  starva- 
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Food  For  Freedom  felt  great  satisfaction  in  the  response  of  organizations  to 
the  call  for  a  conference.   In  spite  of  full  programs,  and  days  of  confusion,  eighty- 
eight  organizations  sent  representatives. 

The  opening  remarks  of  the  Conference  Chairraan,  A.  Powell  Davies,  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  Food  For  Freedom,  set  the  stage  for  action  by  the  following 
remarks : 

"Our  Meanest  Hour 

This  is  the  third  conference  called  by  Food  For  Freedom,  and  like  its  pre- 
decessors, it  convenes  in  a  situation  of  extreme  urgency.  The  march  of  famine  is 
moving  in  an  ever-widening  sweep  two  thirds  around  the  earth.  We  are  not  stopping  it. 
Our  national  program  to  meet  the  need  is  one  of  confusion,  corss-purpose  and  insuf- 
ficiency. Everything  we  do  is  Hoo  little,  too  late.'  Unless  our  inadequate  national 
planning  can  he  at  once  revised  so  that  we  do  what  is  necessary  instead  of  what  is 
easiest,  the  tragic  tetrayal  of  the  world's  hungry  people  in  nineteen-forty-five-and- 
six  will  he  followed  by  a  still  worse  betrayal  in  nineteen-forty-seven-and-eight. 

The  United  States,  once  the  shining  focus  of  a  stricken  earth's  reviving  hope, 
is  rapidly  becoming  the  most  hated  nation  in  the  world.   After  winning  the  most  costly 
victory  in  history,  a  victory  which  gave  us  world  leadership,  we  have  betrayed  those 
to  whom  we  made  promises,  those  who  trusted  us,  we  have  betrayed  our  own  dead,  we  have 
betrayed  the  future.   Instead  of  sowing  the  seeds  of  mercy  and  compassion,  of  goodwill 
and  regeneration,  we  have  allowed  the  war-sown  seeds  of  cruel,  needless  misery  to  take 
root  unchecked.  We  have  invited  everything  that  leads  to  future  war.  These  past,  ten 
months  have  brought  us  to  the  lowost  point  in  the  annals  of  our  national  history,   It 
is  our  meanest  hour. 

We  have  seen— while  half  the  world  starved — not  only  the  heedless,  reckless 
enjoyment  of  American  abundance;  we  have  seen  gluttony  and  greed — organized  greed  and 
unorganized  greed;  and  we  have  seen  incredible  and  inexcusable  incompetence.   There  are 
those  who  would  use  a  harsher  word,  particularly  where  mismanagement  by  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  is  concerned,  For  my  own  part,  I  will  confine  myself  to  this:  when- 
ever public  officials  are  unable  or  unwilling  to  rise  to  the  level  of  the  problems 
they  are  called  upon  to  solve,  they  should  at  least  make  w%y  for  men  who  can  and  will. 

We  have  seen  incompetence.  We  have  also  seen  political  surrender  to  irrespon- 
sibility. Wo  have  seen  politics-  played  with  famine.   We  have  seen  i  t  in  the  halls  of 
Congress—the  halls  where  conscience,  sleeps.  We  have  seen  politicians  who  arc  too 
fearful  of  election  year  unpopularity  even  to  look  at  truth,  let  alone  act  upon  it  — 
the  truth  about  the  need  for  rationing.   These  politicians  are  climbing  back  to  power- 
they  hopa— over  mountains  of  overseas  misery,  treading  on  ladders  of  corpses. 

Some  day,  under  the  laws  of  the  United  Nations,  there  will  be  trials  for  men 
who  act  like  that.  We  have  national  laws  of  manslaughter  for  negligence.  What  shall 
we  say  of  the  manslaughter  of  allowing  millions  to  go  unfed?  We  try  the  Nazi  leaders 
for  their  war  guilt.  How  much  difference  is  there  between  their  sort  of  crime  and 
that  i'or  which  some  of  our  own  leaders  should  be  indicted?  The  Nazis,  too,  car  claim 
that  they  acted  on  the  basis  of  national  selfishness  in  a  corrupt  situation  not  entirel" 
of  their  own  making  and  which  they  saw  no  duty  to  challenge.   If  there  is  a  difference, 
can  »q  deny  that  it  is  only  one  of  degree? 
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Fnat  Does  Hoover's  Re-port  Mean? 

The  true  state  of  affairs  on  the  .American  and  international  food  and  famine 
crisis  was  becoming  clarified  in  the  public  mind,  before  former  President  Herbert 
Hoover  returned  from  a  35,000  mile  round-the-world  trip  and  reported  his  conclusions 
to  the  President.  President  Hoover's  optimism  about  "good  weather"  and  "abundant 
supplies"  in  coning  harvests  of  wheat  throughout  trie  world,  when  both  these  factors 
are  for  the  future  to  prove,  has  thrown  confusion  into  a  truly  alarming  picture  of 
imminent  world  famine,  a  situation  that  people  were  beginning  to  see  clearly.  Mr. 
Hoover  has  given  to  the  public  the  impression  that  the  world  food  needs  are  only  a 
third  of  previous  estimates.  He  has  done  this  not  by  discovering  any  ma.jor  new 
sources  for  food  but  by  simply  reducing  the  amount  of  food  to  be  sent  to  meet 
urgent  famine,  needs.  The  effect  of  his  report  will  be  to  reduce  the  impetus  in  the 
U.S.  to  demand  real  solutions.  Though  Mr.  Hoover  declined  to  enter  into  any 
national  "controversies",  he  was  emphatic  in  his  opinion  of  not  favoring  rationing, 
because  he  thought  "voluntary  measures. . .are  adequate."  He  once  said  they  were 
"not  effective". 

Many  of  the  contradictory  statements  that  have  been  made  by  high  officials 
on  the  national  and  world  food  situation  have  served  to  stir  up  confusion  in  the 
minds  of  the  public  and  the  farmers.   It  is  hard  for  the  ordinary  man  to  know  what 
to  believe,  or  what  to  expect,  when  opinions  of  the  highest  responsible  officials 
change  so  rapidly,  arid  often  so  drastically  as  to  be  self-contradictory. 

Out  of  this. morass  of  confusion,  however,  two  ugly  truths  loom  clear  for  all 
to  see.   One  is  a  subtle  and  hidden  campaign  to  hold  down  still  further  on  aid  to 
the  millions  abroad  who,  Mr.  Hoover  said  only  two  weeks  ago,  "must  have  overseas 
supplies  during  the  next  four  months  if  widespread  famine  is  to  be  prevented." 
This  campaign  is  motivated  by  purely  selfish  and  profit  interests.  This  blatantly 
murderous  campaign,  whose  intended  victims  are  the  undernourished  peoples  who  but 
lately  fought  side  by  side  with  American  soldiers,  is  gathering  momentum.   The 
second  ugly  truth  is  that  soce  of  the  miller  and  food  trade  interests,  and  there  are 
notable  exceptions,  who  have  never  been  mindful  of  starving  people  in  foreign  lands, 
and  have  evidenced  no  interest  in  the  catastrophe  that  will  befall  the  United  States 
if  it  fails  to  do  its  duty  in  relieving  the  world  famine  as  much  as  it  can,  are 
sanctimoniously  advertising  their  heartfelt  concern  about  voluntary  saving  of  broad 
for  starving  babies,  while  out  of  the  sides  of  thei'.r  mouths  are  hinting  that  famine 
abroad  will  soon  lead  to  a  black  market  in  bread  in  this  country. 

The  views  of  American  citizens  on  these  developments  will  be  ably  presented 
within  a  few  days  through  the  spokesmen  of  American  national  organizations  gathering 
in  the  Capital  on  Wednesday,  May  22,  in  a  CONFERENCE  FOR  ACTIOS  TC  STOP  THE  MARCH 
OF  FAMINE.   It  will  be  the  third  conference  sponsored  by  Food  For  Freedom,  which 
in  previous  appeals  to  the  President  has  spoken  for  an  aggregate  membership  of 
50,000,000  in  .American  religious,  labor,  farmers',  women,  civic,  and  other  groups. 
When  they  have  made  up  their  minds  on  what  American  citizens  want  to  do  about  it, 
they  will  once  more  appeal  to  the  President  through  a  delegation  led  by  a  renowned 
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An  American  Mandate   to  Ston  Playing  Politics  with  Hunger 


It  is  but  twelve  days  before  delegates  and  representatives   of  American  o-ffan- 
izaticns  oi   every  kind,    religious,    labor,    fanners,   women's  clubs,    etc.,    negating 
in  their  last  appeal   to  President  Truman  a  membership  of  fifty  million  members     -ill 
SS;«°I!  ?!!*   in  ffashingtoD   to   consider  the  world  food  crisis  in  a  0OHFERERCT  TOP 
ASIIS^SgP?  TVE  MARCH  07  FAMINE.      This   conference,    sponsored  b^d^  Freedom, 
IhoJT    ?!  7       Rd  in  the  National  Press  Building  auditorium,   Washington,  D.C 

fnii   *a  I iternoon  se5sl™,    devoted  to   formulating  a  program  of  action,  will  be 
followed  by  an  evening  session  oPen  to   the  public  at  which  the  principal   speakers 
Aili  bo  Morello  H.    LaGuardia,   Director  General   of  UNPJIA,   and   Sir  John  Boyd  ^rr 
Director general  of  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  of  the  United  Nations' 
on  tr^EtJifS  iCw  "f UUS   °f  thlG  ^^-scaled  SUage  of  American  public  opinion 
wr^s  ;       °n         ?       CI*iS1S  y6t  undert*ken,   along  with  the  remark*  of  two  of  the 

Toll  of  "Si TE£   ?TrtJ   °n+the  rbJeCt'   V7iU  te  broadc*s*  "er  the  303-station  net- 
work oi  .the  Mutual  Broadcasting  Company  at  9:30-10:00  p.m.    Eastern  Standard  Time. 

nit.r    fiS   efhusi^tic  response   to  Food  For  Freedom's   invitation  to  its   second 
national  conference   lorecasts   a  mandate  on   the  part  of  a  large  majority  of  the  taericar 
population  to   their  representatives   in  government   to  STOP  PLAYING  POLITICS  WITH  ffiFGE* 

Soert     iLfn^1?^^  V?**1?.   *"«***  t0   tkeir  radios   and  reading  theirnctt'' ' 
papers     learn  oi  millions  who  will   sicken  and  die   this  year  and  next  for  lack  of 

tene8meed  °wftrdUC,UOn  **  distributi-  PW"*-     As' the  Ld  cTisi     b  c  me     in- 
1'fu  f mLl  ?reViT   COmnitme»t8   for   ^e   shipment   of  relief  food   increasingly 

SftfoJ \*\ r\\  f   SUrG  arrene8S  m^'ifestE   ^self  in   American  public   opinion 

ft00!?        eTr6     ^POllUCi   f00tTnU   0f   tMB   sig"ifi^t   election  year  through- 

politicians     but  L       i'l?,kl<*ea  "^  r'0t  °nly  by  nati0^1   -A  international 

politicians,    out  by  powerful  groups   to  whom  politics   is  but   one  of  many  weapons. 

first   t^co^f  °mlng  °°f 6renCe   f°r   4Cti0Ti  t0  SioV  tha  "*roh  c*  *■*»  recalls   the 

with  «JI    Sifht  r    M  "1S  X*0*0   CaHed  ty  r°M  For  ***«•     Th*  *i«t   conference 

witn  Mr       Dwignt   .,.   Morrow  as   the  original   Chairman,   met   in  Cleveland     OMo   t-o   ar.d 

eighty  III*:  2° '  ?\  0Ct°ber  27~2?>  1947'  ^th  tL  *orl*  ^  then  in  full  s^int! 
to  ola^L?  !f?l\T  American  organizations  gathered  for  the  first  time  in  history 
to  plan  an  effective  program  of  action  for  TOCD  AS  A  S^APC"  r-  r-,v  ^  ,  "  '°  * 
.ions  went  furtner,  when  the  facts  on  food  ^er,  presented  Vm^s  SS  varies 
government  agencies.  They  decided  to  plan  a  food  nrorram  not  only  for  £e  lurTt  on 
of  the  war  out  also  as  a  rZAPON  FOR  MAITTTArKING  PEW?/ AFTER  TO M       ThfstWue  of 

talrtS':  1   ?       T/Td°D  G-f-—  ««*   the  trail   for  UPSA,   as  ^11  a  ™or 
America's  internal   food  producing  program  for   the  *-•*•■  duration. 

second  cotflrercT  'mcTvo^^-Tv^  ^^  ^'^^   *   **»  ?0r  *— '• 

P  r       v  uu*!~ence>    -^icn    ,oo,.  place  seven  months   ago,    in  Aurust   19*5     at  Washington 

»  000  S  ei^ty  n'lti°nHl   "CriC^  ^isations,   wnose  membership  tolaUed     ' 

50,000,000  were  represented  at   this  gathering.      Ar,   appeal    to   the  President  was  made 
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£onfercmce  for  Action  to  Stop  the  March  of  Famine 

Sponsored  by  Food  For  Freedom  at  the  National  Press  Club,  Washington,  D.  C. , 

May  22  -  afternoon  and  evening 

During  the  past  week,  the  need  for  a  conference  of  all  organizations  inter- 
ested in  trie  food  question  has  "become  clearer  than  ever.   The  public  has  "become  rrore 
and  more  confused  by  conflicting  statements  of  officials  and  contradictory  informa<- 
tion.   Leaders  of  public  opinion  must  not  only  formulate  their  own  suggestions,  as 
has  been  done  by  many  groups  already,  but  must  demonstrate  the  power  of  public 
opinion  in  support  of  the  kind  of  action  which  they  request  from  the  Government. 

Under  Secretary  of  State  ^san  Acheson  has  asked  publicly  fcr  the  requisition- 
ing of  wheat  in  order  to  assure  adequate  supplies.  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson 
has  stated  that  the  Government  .as  no  thought  of  requisitioning  wheat  from  the  farms 
and  speaks  hopefully  of  getting  our  quota  of  113  million  bushels.  He  has,  however, 
admitted  that  "unquestionably  the  need  for  conservation  of  foods  will  run  through 
this  year.   In  the  opinion  of  some  people  it  will  continue  all  through  1947  as  well," 
But  it  is  shocking  to  find  that,  in  spite  of  our  failure  in  the  past  to  make  provi- 
sion for  future  needs,  Secretary  Anderson  addod  "once  this  present  emergency  period 
is  over,  we  can  assess  the  continuing  situation.   Steps  to  be  taken  for  the  long- 
range  program  will  be  decided  then."  Lack  of  planning  in  the  past  has  been  the  cause 
of  failure  to  provide  food  and  has  been  a  constant  cause  of  the  confusion  which  has 
existed  in  the  public  mind. 

Mr.  Anderson's  position  is  no  doubt  the  most  difficult  one  in  the  country  at 
this  moment.  Any  really  drastic  action  would  involve  serious  agricultural  and  labor 
problems,  questions  of  our  production  goals,  of  fair  distribution  of  scarce  commodi- 
ties, of  labor  dislocations.  But,  in  spite  of  sympathy  and  understanding  of  the 
difficulties,  the  situation  demands  the  kind  of  decision  and  courage  which  accom- 
plished the  impossible  during  the  war.  We  believe  the  public  will  support  this  kind 
of  action  and  we  believe  that  the  will  which  gives  strength  tc  meet  an  euirgoncy  must 
prevail  for  a  period  long  enough  to  provide  for  needs  now  clearly  foreseeable.  Many 
organisations,  individuals  an'  periodicals  and  a  great  part  of  the  daily  press,  as 
well  as  public  opinion  polls,  favor  rationing  for  the  consumer  and  whatever  drastic 

stops  are  required  through  Government  action  to  see  that  food especially  wheat—is 

actually  purchased  and  shipped  abroad.  Fortune  Magazine,  for  example,  in  its  "ay  is- 
sue proposes:   1)  immediate  rationing  of  wheat,  wheat  products,  oils  and  fats;  2) 
Government  requisition  of  wheat  or,  as  a  last  resort,  a  subsidy  to  lure  it  off  the 
farms;  3)  cancellation  of  meat  subsidies,  accompanied  by  higher  ceiling  orices  (For- 
tune says  subsidies  stimulate  consumption  by  keeping  prices  down.};  and  4)  united 
efforts  by  management,  labor  and  government  to  get  the  farm  machinery  industry  into 
top  production.  The  League  of  T'   'en  Voters,  the  Council  of  Jewish  Women  the  Con- 
sumers Advisory  Committee  of  OP.  ,  the  CIO  and  many  other  organizations  have  already 
gone  on  record  in  favor  of  fin  action  and  of  consumer  rationing. 

In  order  to  consolidate  individual  action  and  to  demonstrate  the  force  of 
puDlic  opinion  behind  it,  Food  For  Freedom  proposes  the  following  resolution,  which 
will  be  presented  at  the  conference. 
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Italy 

Italy's  total  official  ration  in  calories  is  now  875.  To  get  anything  mere 
than  that  means  purchase  in  the  clack  market  or  the  free  market — in  other  words 
additional  food  is  not  available  to  the  low  income  groups.  Remember  that  Belsen  and 
Buchenwald  had  a  rr.tion  of  800  calories. 

India 

A  total  of  292,500  tons  of  wheat  has  "been  allocated  for  India.  The  U.  S. 
sent  none  during  March  "but  will  carry  over  for  April  shipments  of  15,000  tons. 
Australia  will  contribute  217,500  tons;  60,000  tons  will  be  diverted  to  India  from 
shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom.   These  quantities  must  be  considered  as  a  total. 
The  amount  of  the  U.  S.  contribution  seems  insignificant  but  wheat  is  of  course 
allocated  from  over-all  world  supplies  and,  for  purposes  of  efficient  shipping, 
U.  S.  wheat  may  go  elsewhere.  The  fact  remains  that  these  allocations  are  pitifully 
small,  that  the  United  Kingdom  is  far  less  able  to  sacrifice  its  wheat  than  we  are. 
India  lives  always  close  to  the  starvation  line.  That  means  that  it  is  easy  to  pass 
from  life  to  death.   10  to  20  millions  of  people  will  die  in  India  unless  supplies 
are  sent.   If  we  are  to  contribute  more,  we  must  make  known  our  determination  that 
our  government  make  it  possible  for  us  as  individuals  to  share  our  abundance  with 
the  starving.   It  is  another  illustration  that  the  food  situation  involves  national 
decisions  and  that  only  strong  government  action  can  carry  out  our  will.   India  is 
asking  for  2,000,000  tons  of  wheat  by  July;  2,000,000  more  from  July  to  December. 

Wheat 

Our  failure  to  provide  wheat  for  UNRRA — an  accumulating  failure  over  the  past 
months — is  in  itself  tragedy.  The  U.  S.  wheat  contribution  for  Europe  and  Asia  was 
3,102,000  bu.  short  in  the  first  ten  days  of  April.  Added  to  aJ0,?29,^00  tu» 
shortage  for  January,  February  and  March  this  gives  a  total  shortage  of 
13^451,000  bu.   "Do  you  know  how  many  loaves  of  bread  you  can  make  from  10,000,000 
bushels  of  wheat?  Do  you  know  how  far  they  would  go  in  a  hungry  world?  Do  you  know 
how  many  people  they  would  feed  and  help  to  keep  alive?  These  answers  will  never  be 
known,  for  that  much  wheat  was  never  shipped,  so  the  loaves  of  bread  were  never 
baked,  and  the  hungry  were  not  fed.  ...  When  the  main  purpose  is  to  keep  people 
alive,  the  first  need  is  always  wheat.   It  can  be  shipped  and  stored  and  rationed  to 
large  numbers  of  people  more  readily  than  any  other  food.   It  is  the  one  life-saving 
food  that  can  be  obtained  in  volume.  Right  now  wheat  is  the  major  weapon  of  peace. 
Every  granary  and  bin  is  an  arsenal.  It  must  be  moved  to  the  front  lines  in  a  great 
world  offensive  against  mass  starvation.  ....  the  future  security  of  all  of  us — 

every  one  of  us  in  the  world — is  involved  in  getting  wheat  and  food How  many 

lives  will  a  hundred  million  bushels  of  wheat  save?  Let  the  people  of  the  world 


